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BACKGROUND NOTES

The documents that follow were received by the Library of Congress from the
Department of Defense pursuant to the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Years 1992 and 1993.

Section 1082 of the Act, titled “Disclosure of Information Concerning United States
Personnel Classified as Prisoner of War or Missing in Action During Vietnam Conflict,”
requires the placement of the information in a “suitable library-like location within a
facility within the National Capital region for public review and photocopying.” The
Library of Congress was selected for that setting, and its Federal Research Division was
contracted to index the documents for input for into a computer-searchable file. Upon
completion of the indexing, the document were microfilmed for purposes of preservation.
Neither the Library of Congress nor the Federal Research Division is responsible for the
editing and redacting of the documents. The documents microfilmed here are the same
copies indexed by the Federal Research Division staff members.

The copy quality of the documents is variable, and an effort was made to obtain better
copies. Wherever possible the Federal Research Division did acquire better copies, but, in
many cases, no better copy than the one microfilmed was available.
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o O Sormmasras

* Shields, ‘Dr. Roger, Deputy * Agsistant Secretary of Defense.__.-—ooe-oo” 124 . -
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O TFUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, o o
... HoUSE: OF REPRESENTATIVES, . '' ' -

. SevEct - COMMITTEE on MussiNg, . 0
" . PrpréoNs IN SOUTHEAST Astay T
R T R O - Washington, D.C. .~ ..
e ‘""7"*"'?'"'"'f’["j‘""’,'THéT“s’él‘e'ct"cbmmittee‘m‘et“:at'f3{:2'5"*‘pl;inavin#roomeH‘—lQS,_-:the'..,Capitol,' .....
~* 7. the Honorable G. V. (Sonny) Montgomery (chairman.of the 'select:
e 'committge'):%residing, T A
!, Present: Representatives Montgomery, Gilman, Gonzalez, Guyer; -
S e i . "Harkin, Tloyd, McCloske . Moakley, Ottinger, and Schroeder.” .. ..
B T R e Witnesses: M‘r‘.-Frank:-S};everts.l' and James Wilson 2 of the Depart- - .-

- e .. The Cuammax. T believe we should start the meeting. We will be -

T T N R interrupted, but I think it would be best to, proceed. e
SRR T P TR 0 M Sieverts has:passed out figures on the categories. It's 863 unac-- -
" ounted. for, of which 758 are missing in. action; 69 missing in-action. ..
" nonhostile. o T
- . As Mr. Sieverts explains it, that is over noncontested territo‘r{.- Is. oo
R T L R B " there a time limit? I know of a plane that went down in the Gulf of "

Do e T .., " Tonkin'and seven parachuted out and five were wounded. This was 2 -

- weeks ago. Would that add to that figure? Are we still carrying fig- =
~ - ures like that over SoutheastAsial - . - 0 il I
" Mr, Steverts. I don’t think recent casualties like that would beadded -
. tothesefigures. - .- e
" The CuamuaN, The 36 prisoners of war, these were Americans -
. actually identified, the families heard from them and pictures were -
" geen of them, and they never did show up; they weren’t released in
. January or Marchof 1978, - . ..
" Mr., Frank Sieverts is here today from the Department of State.. "
" Mr. Sieverts, rép'resenting,the‘.;SeCretst‘y-'of State, over a number of
©+'i.years-has been working in: the field of the missing in"action and also
- prisoners of war, working with the Defense Department. =~ = .
.7 Mr. Jim: Wilson, also of the State Department, has been in that sec-
" tion for several years himself. How long; J im have you been'in thist - -
-+ -Mr. WiLsox. ‘My position is a new one. I am technically called the . - -
+ " Coordinator for Humanitarian' Affairs, and prisoners of war is one '

7 of mythreehats oo
© " The Crammyax, You have three hats? TS
" Frank, do you come under thatsection? .~

L For bi,ozrﬁbhfc’al data of Mr. Frank Sleverts, see'D. 125. o o
o 3For bQOgraphlcaI data of Mr. Jim Wilson, see p. 125, o



. Mr. Suverrs. Yes; we are established as a coordinator, which covers < - -
. this area as well as twoothers—that is, refugees and human rights.. =~

"+ ‘The CrammaN, Frank agree
- 'are going to open it up for questions rightnow." "~ . -~ . o0
.1 might say that Mr. Wilson and Er,a,nk,’hav}e"no;‘objecti()n-t'o‘staif‘ T

* being here today—although we did send. out word that we believed . . - P

- there might be top secret.information discussed, but right now we are

B ot going to do it.'Mrs, Schroeder;, do you want to-start' with the S
ooquestions? . L T e T

~© . "Mrs. ScaroEpER, No, go ahead

.. TheCramyaN. Yes; let's get right intodt. . © o o
" Mus. Scuroroer. OK. T have some questions about what the State .+ .. = - B e p L I A
: Gen O . ‘Secretary Kissinger spoke about. this at, the meeting with the South-.

~""ern Governor’s in’ Orlando ofi thie 16th of September; and criticized -~

- this North Vietnamesé policy by likening it to: the way they handled =~

" the POW Ssituation; in’other words, attempting to use. the MIA’s as .

' aform of'bargainin%;[for.other purposes. . L L

My question is, don’t we have: another vote 1;1 the -

d to come with Jim Wilson ‘and we

o h’{l;e Cuarrmay. And Jim Wilson heads that up$ He wears three - =
. Mr, Wison. That'sright.” -~ |

. Do you want us to start questioning?

-+ Department-and-the Deferse-Department's-position-is-on-the three-or- o o

. .They didn’t say it was off.permanently a
" ¢ould not be implemented for the time being. ~ ~~. © . I
.~ We responded aiain and told them that we thought it wasmost un-.
- fortunate to link ti

" "therefore, the offer was off for the tiie being.

. Ho'Wéverj.,,‘ 'Norﬁh',"Viétham ;fe‘a"étéjd. . ad‘vérs‘e'ly “t'o '.thaft,f 'ar‘id; the day -

" . after'the veto, they called our representative back in:and, in effect,
~reneged-on the offer ,bg saying that; although they had demonstrated.

“goodwill,” the Unite

- implied that until there was some movement.on the U.N. membership -
" issue, there wouldn’t be.any responsiveness on their 'paljtl.t'l‘hgt’s'where S

it stands at the momenit.

-~ course, about & week before the final evacuation 6f Saigon, so it came
* during aperiod of intense activity. . = - . oo DRI
. We, in'due course, reopened contact with North Vietnam onthissnb-.
ject, and asked them to confirm the, information to us. directly, We -~ - . -
. didn’t consider it satisfactory to have names simply broadcast, and ;.
~even the names provided to Senator Kennedy were in a ostscript toa - .
- 'piece of correspondence dealing with other:subjects. Also, there was-
‘.- some misspelling and minor errors in the information, sowe did want .
.. *-to confirm the information. ' . .o PN SC I T
**. And, of course, we wanted to try to arrange for the return-of those . ... ..o tion of being able to m

":.‘I"":mom* bbd,ies;l’m,F‘not' sure exactly how many there were—offered hy =+
o ‘_'.Hano1,- supposedly, a couple of weeksago, - - o o e
.7 Mr. WiLsow, DO.'}TQQ 'W‘ant‘:to’takq that one {from,‘phe, top, Frank® . *
" STATENENT OF FRANK SIEVERTS, SPECIAL ASSISTANT FOR POW .~
.| °'. . ANDMIA MATTERS, DEPARTMENT OF STATE = . " . =~

. ‘Mr. Smeverrs, Sure, The situation really begins many yearsagowhen | .
.. these men were lost. On the 22d of April, 1975, the North Vietnamese .. " " .|
TS broadgast.three“namesiand;,indica’,ted“that;these_,vftfere' three men who -
- had died in their crashes in North Vietnam; provided the names, and
*"also, at the same time, sent the names in a letter, a piecé of corresponc- -

- _ence; to Senator Edward Kennedy of Massachusetts. This was, of .~ " " "o 978 we would do that, would that be acceptable to Vietnam?"

"1 understand that since Korea—they don’t want to be in the U.N;, s

"+ bodies, and we also wished to use this occasion to raisé the overall sub- " . v

- which was made. very clear

- ject of the missing inaction. v o et o g
..+ 'This was done in an official contact between a representative of our

[

i Government and one of the North Vietnamese Governments,

- to have all eligible countries in, and that included South Korea, so -
.. it. was not aimed at Vietnam; and this was at the ‘time: by .our -

. Ambassador. ©

| *'Over a month went by, and then, in 'e'arlyAuglli'st,.,thégNoxftjh‘,Vie'ﬁi E  ' -' "
- namese responded by saying'they would be glad to have those bodies .~

" returned, and they confirmed the information on the identities to us; - - SRRTER

""" Mrs. SGHROEDER. n't we ‘

. Security Council"cominlg' -up, bécause of the Genéral Assembly{".

.. Mr. Smverts. Probably. I don’t think jt's quite set, but the eneral ...~
. Assembly x,i.r'oted;-l,a'st--Fndag,jby, a"strong majority—123: to; 0, with. - -
‘ | | ling the United States—that the subject - * . -

*.. " again-be referred to the Security Council; and that. yrobably means ..
th again. It's my understanding that ..
it 'will simply be s repeat of the vote which took place in August. ..~

~about 10 abstentions, inclu

- - . the Security Council will take it up

" .. “Mrs. Scuroepir. There isn't any way we can abstain in the Security -

- so we-don’t know why they are wanting to make such a—— -

" " Mr. Steverts. T wasn’t aware of any change in South Korea’s posi--

" tion. This all begins, with South Korea's intense desire to be in the E
- United Nations., - . oo ool e

~‘Mrs. Scurorpex. South Korea——-

- M, Severts. South Korea, as far as knbvi,.étiﬂﬁhnfss in, andI a;r_n‘:';,'_
" ot awaré of any changein that. = ' Lo

. . issue asa whole, take und
~“for that vote? = .~ . =

.+ 'The CHARM, _ . i ‘

‘it, or.that I would even support it—but if the select committee would = -

- send a resolution or a letter to Secretary Kissinger;:do you think it " -
. would have any effect on him abstaining?. . . S

.. -Mr; Smeverts. I cin't ‘comment, on that deﬁniﬁiirely,",bix_t; it-does
‘seem this is a decision taken fairly recently ona respectable ground .

~ “_of trying to open up the U.N. to all countries that want in,and have :
| " theright to be in. There doesn’t.seem to be any change in our policy be- -
" officially and directly. This response came 2 days before the votein -~ . - tween August and now. I wouild rather think we should look in.other. =
- the United Nations on the Vietnamese membership application, in ..~ -
which the United States vetoed .that application on the ground— -
: _that we could not accept what the Secre-- . *
. -tary of State called “selective universality.” In other words, we wanted . -

" directions 8s o what we might expect from North Vietnam to couse . -
" - the United States to change its policy,
~-.ground. ST T

' AN, I thifs select c'omrhittge-—.l’:fn riot saying it would do - .

Voo

States had not demonstrated “goodwill” and, . "

n.dl‘fdreve‘r;“ but sdfd 1t 2

is with an unrelated political-type issue, and this-.. .

- 'was clearly & humanitarian problem, niot just the case of the three,but .

. alsothe whole subject of the MIA's. .. - =
~ . “'But that-didn’t seem to convince them, and- their: representative -

Mr. OTTI-N,GE’R,,Wouldn’tzthefSecreté,ry', do ybﬁ'-thin_Ii,‘;iﬁ'cqnsi;de}"d-}
ke some movement on the missing In-action -
r consideration abstaining or not being there .

rather- than the other way. .



v < s . i

S MISIEVERTB :‘I‘f‘,wbtlildﬁ’t want to try -Et'd'préd‘_iééthe.‘Secr.etdry?sr-jrédc,-' IR struction-until that is done, what are we talking about?Am I élng "oﬁv

" ‘tion to-a corigressional action of that kind. Of course, he always listens . = . - |

" with. respect to what he hears.from the Congress. I would think,
- now,so I don’t think—— .~ ... . o
" "The CuarMaN. That it would do any good. - .

-7 Mr, Sieverrs [continuing]. T don’t think the Secretary would change = - -
- our positionon thisat thistime. . .~ © —- . oo o

" The CrAIRMAN, I'm not even sure—and this is getting ahead of ' .
" that—I'm not even sure we would want to do'it,,b'ut'-I‘ was anderlng ST

.if you thought it would have any effect. -

. is this isin our area, We would like to show somebody that we are tak- - {5 your assessment of that? Whers i

B in%l"somegt‘ype of iiiterest; and how to do that is, I guess, what-Mrs. . ~-" -

roeder 18 driving at, also, .-

" cduring thatperfod. o T wn T
" "Mr. Guyzer. This may be academic. Mr, Chairman; but I think we = .. -
‘have two choices : One is to-see if a paramount decision that is beyond -~

“ T peally think saying we:are-going to get Vietnar to change their -
- mind is'really kind: of-—how are we going to-get them to:change thg;r e

"mind?

. It seems 'tov,rhe",' f’if'thét;’s gomg to:“]'oe .\ir}:)a'tl;.'th'ey'4_say, r;th?lt:the begini L X
3ni1§; or starting area is our accepting them in a certain status inthe . .-~
U.\ 9

7 I guess what Mrs, Schroeder and Mr. M Clbsiiéy w‘Vei'é‘ta‘lkiﬁg 'a,b"b'ut : |

it’s ‘very depressing because I don’t see how we can move off. % -

| “'-..ofatha‘t.' B

\.

- munists to withdraw their objection to South Korea coming:in. . .

~* admission of Vietnam. We are not in the mainstream.

S M, Scuroeper. The General - Assenibly.'seems to be supporting o

. *Mr. Sieverts. There seéms to be a strong majority with the opposite .
- point of view. that’s correct; but nonetheless, it’s-an issue on whichthe . = =
.. Secretary of State feels our position is correct, and I don’t think that .- .-~ =
.. he’s going to be.changing it. In fact, I think the-way I'd put itisthat . . - -
. the current period in which this General Assembly vote was taken,and .
=" perhaps the further meeting of the Security Council, are still part of . -

- the same initial decision. This is still the same General Assembly. .
- If there is an analogy in the Congress, it's like the vote to reconsider . - .
-+ and then to lay it on the table—those two pro forma actions that take =~ '

~ place after a vote has been taken. You don’t often get.changes-of vote: . . -

- Mr. Steverrs, I would say again that the issue in theUnlted Nations - DERUEN
. is not basically & Vietnam issue. It’s the universality issue, and it.could ~~- "
. ‘be resolved in several ways, of which the most obvious is for the Gom;‘” o

- our control, at say the diplomatic level, changes the climate in which

we can move; or shall we move without that change.

- T think the overpowering consideration is not the UN. ;s‘b much
© asit is the going-back to the cease-fire articles where they still contend . .
- - .that we-broke them by supporting:the other side militarily ata time .

" when there was a cease-fire in operation, and until such time as we. =

.. keep the part of the bargain which they contend is ‘economic assist- -
.-~ ance—I may be offbase on this, but I think it’s right—that they say . .
. 'they use Vietnam as one.word—not South or North—and in'those : -

,'.;,&rl:.igle_s"Was"an indication of the --ffiif'h.tlhat.,\\ré__\\iOIIId'.h_elp,, in recon-” .-

- -this? T believe that is their broad thesis, "~
] .=, Mr. OrriNeeR, I think the bottom line questio :  the will- "~
~ 7 though; that on this issue; the “position isclear and fixed; at;least-for e .~-»‘f;-lngnegs.offth_‘e:State.Dgpartn)ent-!:o sit down:with the North-Vietnamese- ..

ow o T dar X e e o .:nd ﬂlstcuss a;rgng‘e:.of 1ssues, which is their communication in response = -
' towhatwesend, - C A U

- 1973—and. it was settle

- the troops-out, and we'll talk-to you about the MIA’s, - S
| ey ‘ _ f you would start .-~
- talking about reconstruction funds, as Mr. Guyer mentioned, and then = * -
[TA’. And now it’s if you will admit to the U.N.,. = -

" The next step was after-the hostilities ceased, 1

- we'll talk about N
< -we'll talk abontit. . o T
- Each time there has been'a further roadblock along:the road, and . -
. still we have had no‘information. So it's been a continual policy of = -
.~ obstruction and refusal to discuss and to provide the basic information -~ -
" that should be available under the Geneva accords. - - o0

- What is the attitude of the State Department. toward discussing .~

. with them, I suppose, a iumber of things that they are interested in— -

.. recognition of some kind, some kind 6f monetary compensation, maybe -
- . ‘trade—and the whole-question of the missing in action? Lo

" Unless there’s some indication of a willingness to discuss-and move ~
- toward-normalization, I think our ability to deal with North Vietnam, .-~
- who have the‘information we want, is going'to be very difficult, What = .= .
Ul . s the State Department’s whole .=~
- postureat thispoint in being willing—— -+ 1. . ok o

et M ST SGHROEDER, 1 think iy Teal question is;it nlmost sonnds like -~ el M, STEVERTS. I think-the Secretary’s-view:is that this.was negotiated ... ...

~ -what can we possibly do if we can’t move on that issue? We had some .~ .~ -

“. " .Socialist Party worlkers from Japan here, and they agree with Viet- ... -
Cmamonthat. . oo e e e e T

for—negotiations -took’ g}a'c’e‘in the latter part of 1972 and early -~ -
\)

"o "We negotiated. for-this 'once, It-was settled. The agreement on ac- .-
. _-counting for the missing was specific and far reaching; and stated more .
., strongly than ifi any,previous agreement between countries that had -~ . -
- ' " been mvolved in an-armed conflict, . S e

- - Tthink the Secretary feels that we should not have to pay agein for .= -

the same thiig.

" Mr. WiLson. \Veil,"_thefef 'is‘tﬁe ad‘dit‘i"onal 'cohsidi;i'ation"héfe‘ that = -
- the action of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam with respect to the. - . -
“MIA’s is not completely deperident on.the Paris accords by a long -~ -

shot. They do have an obligation beyond the obligation of the Paris,

- accords, under treatment of prisoners-arrangements and, customary . ..
- internationallaw. - oo oo T
" Mr. Gruman. My, Chairman, if T might direct this to Mr, Sieverts, -
+" " Thave only been involved for 8 years, and you have been involved alot
- longer, but hasn’tit been, on each occasion, that they have asked for -
~something further?:. .~ oot

' Initially, it was when i\feiv.talkéd' with vther‘n‘v.at"‘Viéntiahe-j;stc}pfthé s
. military supplies from coming down the Ho Chi M1n-h'-\Tx"a11'.angll"-getl ST

e300 0—T5—2

from usis the will-~* -

- | ttled, and.there were specific provisions.on the: - .
-~ accounting for the.missing, and these were not linked to other parts -
.+ . of the Parisagreement. . - ol it o
- Violations of the Paris agresment, of course, were enormous on the . - .-
....other side, and we find:it ironic that'they sheuld now speak as if-there . .- -
. were, provisions of that agreement which.the United States had to -
~ fulfill before North ‘Vie‘nam “fulfills this humanitarian requirement, - "
" ‘which, by its own terms, was not linked to other elements of the. .
~agreement, ": - . e :



e sf.]ust finding one excuse after another

Mr Srnvnn'rs We went ahead and sa1d ves, we would send B plane' o

So that I don’t see. actually any progress over & 3- year perlod It’s,

... vide information;

* It’s going to: heed pressure

| :'v'record? How many do you have working on the MIA matter? -
.*Mr.- Steverts. There:are. two people in my. 1mmed1ate oﬂice
- The CHAIRMAN. Two people in'the section !

T Mr. Sieverts., Right, Tn the State: Department “But" then I~work~lll U
o ver y closely, and have for some time, with two other offices, in which &

" number of people are assigned to work w1th me on this; that is, the

* There's no lack of ‘people, or time. and attentlon,

. partment, and no lack of Interest on the part of the Secretary of State, . . .
f might add who negotlated this agreement and. continues to take 2~ L

l

o Vietnam desk and the Laos desk. My office'is part of the new Coordi- A
~ . nator for Humian Affairs structure.”

- strong 1nterest in it, and is, therefore, himself rather outspoken—as -

for refusal to discuss and.pro- :. .
and I think that it’s'going to need more than just. - = o -
. an appeal, a direct appeal, to Viétnam tocome” forward withinforma--- =
" tion. 1 thmk it's going to need more of an interndtional world opinion. -~ - ..
- from'some of the larger power groups, .. . - -
- from some ‘of. the more powerful nations.such’ as the Soviet Union, =~ -
~gnd Red China and get some. of the other cotintries involved, in order R
-+ 'to'finally begin to get the information or the: availability of examina- = .- .
~tion of crash sites, which I'am sure-can help us to d1spe1 a lot of the S

o - questions: that we have. S
- The Cuairmax. How blg 8. staﬁ' do you have Mr Sleverts, for the o

\\

B . v
! B
' e . d e

"'to Han01, repare various arrangements for them In fact, the first - '
» thmg we said was to state our apprecation for this. R
... We'd-be_glad, I think, to share the. record of th1s wrth the Select,;.ﬁ.,,, i
. ,Commlttee, to show you how we handled it. , B

- Mr, Harkiw. I would certainly like to see it.

- .. 'The CHamrman. Who 1mplemented the: request? The North Vlet o
S namese, and from where did it originate? = - S
~* " :Mr, Severts. The North Vietnamese broadeast it from Hano1, and, R
' ‘sent the letter to Senator Kennedy. Curiotisly, that came in the form =
. ofa postscnpt to s letter that Senator Kennedy got from the P. R G R
. .Mlssmn—-—bouth Vietnam’s Mlssmn in Parrs o o T

- The CHairyMAN. Recently? R SR
‘Mr. S1EVERTS. Aprll of 1975 ‘And our contact to follow up. on it

R * was with the North Vietnamese Embassy in Paris. -

, his:statement in Orlando made clear—on the. unacceptablhty of North'-‘- -3 " PRI
-‘Vletnam’s attitude, - '

-+ If 1 may just continue what Congressman Gilman sa1d it seems to . o
" "me: that one thing the select committee might consider is what is it . -
that we could expect North Vietnam to do for the United States to -

" When it comes to v1olat10ns of the agreement there is ]ust 1o ques- R

" Ltion that the movement of North Vietnamiese: forces into South Viet- - . L
~ . nam is substantially more significant than any. question of whetherthe - . .-
"~ Congress should or shiouldn’t: prov1de reconstruction aid after the -

fact to'North Vietnam. Accounting for the MIA's'is somethmc North - .

" Vietham could do if 1t’s really serious about 1mprov1ng relatlons with

“the United States.

Mrs. SCHROEDER. They did come. forward w1th the offer of the three :,.-j L e

" Youdidn't read that as an opening? - ch
‘Mr. Steverts. If they had proceeded, gone through w1th that and’ o

' ‘recogmzed—-as we made ‘as clear :as we could, in statements on- the "

-ernments—that it was not aimed at them,

" they had gone through and pr0ceeded it seems to me that the climate . - RTINS
. of this d1scu°s1on and 1n the Congress 1n general would be more--'-‘.‘ [

‘ .posmve o
© " Mr, HARKIN
e when they oﬁered the three?

But' what was the posture of the State Department A

- -Mr.-MoCr.oskeY.-Mr.-Chairman; T’d-like-to-just-ask. one questlon,;.:;.».'.lLL;:fi
N angl it may 1 be 111um1nated by the problem that I face, The questlon e
isthis: . "'
| -~ Would Secretary Klssmger be w1llmg to come “down and testlfy L
Tt ) this ‘Select;Committee? If so, would he want it in éxecutivesession, . .
in the State De-, Lo without staff Would he want ground rules as to What we mlght state R
- publicly about what he said . SR
... The reason I ask the questmn is that from my own background in ..
L this matter, I have the impression that Secretary Kissinger alone @ .
L knows prec1selv what happened in his’ negotlatlons with the North RN
o ‘Vietnamess and the P.R.G. And that the frame of reference we arein, .
o which is, at least on my part, s to. whether we best achieve our. result N
- by being in partnershlp with the. State Department or somewhat in _
' © - an adversary position, c
_ change its pOS1t1on, rather than what should the Umted States do to L
" get North Vietnam to- change. Lo
.. It'seemsto me that we have a tendency to assume away our own vir-.
=" tues and Aassume away the other 51des gullt Maybe we should turn S
. that around.’

I think we start new. I'don’t thmk we can claim they are wrong, or.

" ’we are right, in anything that has occurred up until this time. They B

are too hardheaded in their negotiating posture, They use every, weap- |

~-oon they can, and don’t think we are in a humanitarian situation, norare " - .
“-we i’ a legal one, ‘where we can ‘claim their violations are worse than-

- ours, T am uncertain as to how to reach and address those questions -

~ " floor of the United Nations and in private contacts with other gov- " S

bug at the Korea fssue—if - =~ tary is now my-secretary; and I don’t think she feels she fully under- o

“stood what the Paris’ agreements were, even. though she typed them
" That’s why I'say I thinl we flounder. e

without hearing the Secretary himself ‘say personally to us-where he -
“has been and what his priorities are. That’s why I ask this question.
* I'thirik we flounder and we are capable of making mistakes with any-- . .~
© . thing less than the Secretary’s personal statement as to ‘where he is, .~
- ;and where he wants to go, and where he sees the risks. I say this,Mr, .~~~

"~ Chairman, because it may be the secret desire of the State Department . . -
.~ that te put more pressure on them than we mlght ordlnamly do: to

. '.enhance their negotiating pomtmn L S
* . On the other hand; it might be: preclsely to the contrary, that we .
- would ‘hurt their position-by takmg an adversary position; but Thave =

- no way to appraise it without hearing the Secretary himself. His secre- -

The Cramyan. You mean-she worked for hlm‘l o

- : MrlchCI.,losKEY Yes she typed them. -



" utes, or it might b three votes And if the
-~ . comeback, we'd appreciate it, and we'll get into more nuts and bolts, . -

. “humanitarian responsibilities. =
f---i‘i-—‘»;f'~.«-~-~~==-~--~~,+Oni-»,the+Secretary;.Qf..,,State,;,I:,gpme_r

,vsesSioﬁ.,if‘tha,t,_’swhathe.Wanted.?x' L e
- I.think there are some questions. that he's going to have to face- .~ .. .
from this Select committes. I know Mr. Gonzalez is.interested in part. ..~

. himself—it’s ¢
" assume he did this. -

- ,I}.;st}d,t'e;;ﬁxy'-‘res'érva'tién‘: My reservation is, ‘about the‘lbhe.thing I'm.

| TheCﬁA’Iiz‘M;&N‘;"We*hé,'vé‘j.some rbund'i"unles‘.heré. Onthe .\Sé'.c'c)ﬁd S

" bells, we run up and vote, and probably will have this vote and another ~ .=

- o, If you could stay a little longer, we will %ro‘bably be gone 20 min- - C

Mr. Steverts. Let ne first respond to Congressman McCloskey’s ob- . .

e "fsef\r;ati()'n sbout whether the select committee should ‘work: with or " S
- 'against the State Department, I cert inly hope we ‘do work together. . ‘

.. - If there is any subject on which-all parts of the Government have a . EE
. i . common cause, it’s this one. We at State welcome the <po$s‘ibility‘that,' ' '
- the work of this select committee. will bring- more ‘attention in this
. country. and elsewhere to this subject, and thereby make clear thatit =~
f only people recognize their. " -

" ig one in ‘which a solutiori is possible i

. it, and we will try to get an answer to you as. S00n as we.can. .

~. -+ “The CHAIRMAN. At our last meeting—you Weren't -here, Mr. Me- -

" .7 Closkéy-the select. committee instructed me to formally.invite Sec- -~ -
- retary Kissinger, which I have donethrough Mr. Sieverts, You might -

* take it up with the Secretary whether he'd like to.start out'in open.

* gession, and then take a vote of the select committee to go into closed

-On: the.Secre | sonally hope he'will come, and. .~
.. will 'support the select committee’s request for him to comie. He's'a " R
- ... very busy man, and we will just have to take ‘that_up, within the . SR
* Department, . o T T e :
~- - Heisin New Y ork.this week, so it has notbeen possible to-raise " .-
R _thlvs:..W1-th¢.’him~'sinceiIzmgt.with:the,' ghaii'xhan"-”yéstéi‘da”y;"but'If*have*} [
- called it to_the attention of his- personal staff and they are awareof . -

of ;paragr‘a?h 9(b), and weall know that Dr. Kissinger negotiates -

s coming out more and more in the Middle East—and T.

P Mr. Gover: I feel that's true, Mr. Chairman. .I"f'an‘jof'ﬁsﬁérei suc L

" cessful in seeing anybody, we couldn’t speak for our Government. If N

‘we got an audience, we'd have no iriformation, We'd just be sort of

" treading water. We couldn’t say, “Tf you do this, we'll do that,” if we' -

weren’t on the same wavelength with our State Department’s position. -~

" Mr, GonzaLkz. A while'ago, Mr. Chairman, Mr.. McCloskey said. - S

" something that interested me. He was talking-about trying to ansiwer .

. that.question;and then deciding what to do. and possibly what nres-
o sures to -put'rpn.-'I’d-»lbe-interes'ted-fin; knOw_in’g";what,thoSe-'pdsfsi'bilities R
o ,ape——;,\,\’hatkind‘ofl pressur'e‘isa\"ailabl'e tous. ... T

. Mr, McCroskey. It-seems. to me that, as part of -the legislative : - sl

~branch of Government; we obviously can’t negotiate. Constitutionally, . -~ =

. I think we'd violate our own laws which state it's a crime for anyone. .
" other than the executive branch to negotiate. Obviouslywe can'bring

pressure: on the State Department to change 4 negotiating posture, . -

 hearing from the Secretary personally. . . ..

B T suppose. but ‘we can’t ‘change the law throuh one Hons of the .
Congress. T just can’t answer those questions that T raised without a - - .

. . captured before the fall of Saigon. .
- .+, - Mr. SIEVERTS. Right: - o0 R T R TR
"+ The CrATRMAN. Why would they take them?. Are they American. ..
- government employees? - R N
/" Mr: Smverrs. There are also about 50" Americans who are not pris- -

~ oners in South Vietnam, They aré all civilians. They are every kind -
of person—migsionaries—— -~ .= ¢ ST e
" Mr. Guyer. Newspaper peoplef

.~ Some families. requested these status )
. 'case where such a review was requested, this has resulted in a change .
- from, missing to killed. About 480 men that have been changed from -
: "‘.,‘miSsﬁfg_tokil‘led;": S R A D

" 1iot so sure of, is that the Secretary does pay close attention to what .~
. the Congress says.-I have felt a certain disdain sometimes for Con- -

T gressy p‘arti¢11'19;rly:‘—o,ne»v--Hou‘se!LofA..aCt‘)ng,r,ess,‘_Land,,I‘j_amA_@h;g_igyg«tg(_sgg; S
" -that,dﬁsdain removed, and us be more cooperative with the executive -~

1 would like t0 know. .froln:i ‘the Secréﬁﬁry what ',pfidrity ,Ah‘é. puts on.

‘getting the MIA’s back, as compared, say, with the priority ‘of keep- -

“ing our United Nations posture, or perhaps our Korea posture, or our -

Taiwan posture. I-'don’t think anyone can speak for the Secretary "

- except himself to satisfy us as to what hiig priorities are, and whether. .7
©_ they are in‘accord with the priorities we might.set in the House. That's .
© my questiom. .. U TR e L TS
- The CHAIRMAN. We will be back in‘about 25 minutes.

% [Recess for floor vote.] R AL S :

-~ ~TFhe Crmarrataw; Back on-the-record. .-

“Mr.. Wirsow. There are 10 American c1v1hansst111 heldwhowere T

"+ Mr. Sieverrs. There were some, The niewspaper people have allleft. .
" They were among the first: to be asked to leave. There are a fow volun- . .
~ teer workers such as Quakers and Mennonites who stayed voluntarily, -
" but many of them left, and the majority who are now there are there -
" ‘involuntari : R
_* Mr. Guver. They are not really being detairied, they are just there. -
. ‘Mr. Smeverrs, A'good 50 of them are nbt béing detained in the sense-
" theyarenot in jail or detention camp, but they are under what amounts - .
" to a sort of house arrest. . Lo o T R
- . The CmammAN. They go to the airport at Tan Son Nhut, asTunder- - -
" gtand it, and they will turn them back, - o i
. Mr. émvmrs; ‘That’s correct. Some of them have the special prob-" -
" lem. that they are trying to bring reélatives out 'who-maly
- ese——wives and children—and the Government is unwil ]

ily—husinessmen and so forth. -

be. Vietnam- -
‘ ing to let that -
‘happen. | e

RE%, Guves, How many familis applied for KTAstatus? -~

.+ Mr, Smverts: Well, as Mr. Gilman said before, it's an oversimplifi-
" cation, The way it 'was, a8 of February 1978, we had about 1,320 mili-

.. tary personnel and about 30 civilians who were listed as missing, .
"+ Ag # result of legal action taken by gome families, the Defense De-. - -

A. - partment felt it could not initiate status changes unless certain actions . -
" were taken by the families to indicate their readiness to accept this, =

tus reviews, and in almost every



.- Navy, had.

. November '1965.. His :wife had.lon ‘since remarried, and the Navy ' -

-+ ‘Department had some effort to find ﬁi ‘ 198
- he was no longer an active case as far as they were concerned. S
-+ But he was just as much unaccounted for as one of those 800-or-so =
- : " MIA’, and from thie North Vietnamese point of view, they wouldn’t = -
~ . know "whether we declared that man as_dead or missing. That’s why - =~ =
"I emphasize this legal determination_has:domestic consequences but - "
© it doesn’t change:the way we go at it internationally, -
- Thesecond one, Lt. Col. Crosley J. Fitton, USAF, had been declared -

- KIA following a status review 'initiated at his wife's request. - -

- . didn’t want their picturetaken, . .. . oo T R
" The Crairsan. Are you saying that the three bodies that we thought
Coowew all been' declared as killed in-action? . -
+ ' Mr. Steverrs. Ne ' SR
dead at the time he was shot down. One of them was MIA: until about = '~

. | ' v P

"I would emphasize these status changes are essentially domestic - -

" ‘matters. They do.not.affect the way we go at this subject internation- -

... ally. We have never taken & man off the rolls we use in our negotiations

N if his status is changed '

* " names published in Representative Zablocki’s Foreign Affairs Com-

‘mittee hearings last year is the same list'we have used in our dealings

. 'with the North Vietnamese. -

™M Goven. Thero is the 6ass whero the parents wanted thoson isted

a8 missing in action, a
.'Mr. Smeverts, That’s correct. < -

M. Gover. She Won,ou,t,,as,a‘mattﬁ‘erbf‘fact',; G
. |- Mr. Smeveris. Yes; since the primary next of kin is the wife, If there '~

and the wife wanted KIA so.she could remarry. . ..

" is.no" wife, then. the parents are primary. There are cases where the - -

RO
T might say that of the three - whose bodies were offered T . L ) ‘ B PRI
g ha thres men whose bodies were offered to us by “ .- Saigon in private contacts and in press confe'xjen,ces”connected’wlt_h the - -~

. Four Party Team. T

o . the North Vietnamese, two of them had-been legall ‘declared dead a
" long time ‘ago. One of them. Lt. Comdr. Jesse Taylor from the U.S. -

been

*.Mr. Guyer. I notice; in meeting with the League of Families people - L
. : , on television and radio, and they .. -
. would not appear because they didn’t want to be identified. They felt . ...~ "~
- that if their son were alive, and ,thg: ‘were givinﬁ-evidence they knew -

1 t

in'Ohio, .we had a press conference

he was alive, then it would jeopardize him.at 'el'oth‘er‘énd, so'they

| we were goingtol\'}'ggt. back had n' decls
No; two of them. One of them was already

declared:

- a year ago, when one of those reviews took place, so he was declared
" dead on the basis of the examination of the circumstances. -~ -

“Th third on, Gap. Ronald D. Perry, USAT, vho was shot down

in 1972, continues to be listed ag missing, -
But. my point is that all three—two

- ‘agcounted for. In the case of Colonel Fitton, where the wife hadmade. s
- the Tequest for a'status review; the mother found some reassurance

" out of the announcement from Hanoi. She was saddened by the news, - .

S of course, but._she talked to me about funeral arrangements and she
‘" . isupset that there is a delay in returnin '
- got the indication that the bodies could

‘the body, because when we - S
e returned, we immediately "~

" informéd the families, and this created an expectation that this might = = |

‘happen soon. -+

- . R [ L ,

 Mr. Griarax. Was that the first that we had learned of .t}ié bodies -

"~ when they sent ,t‘h;tt"]iqstsci'ipt:td Senator Kennedy?

S o ,N{r.“S;ﬁvnRT&; In
from missing to killed. In fact, the list o a0~ 7. inthosethree cases;yes.. .o
N o e L o o, S Mr, GILMAN-.‘;An’d these had been shot down
. " Mr. Sieverms: As early as 1965 and as

", spans on almost 8-year period. . :

ose three cases, that was the first coﬁﬁrrhzatibn"i o

as late as 1070 or 19721
laté as December 1972, so 1t - .-

7 Mr, GiLMAN. Are there other gra\'vej‘s‘ that areknown tdbé‘i’.ﬁ' Vlet  -

T o dead. as of the.day. he wos shot down, <~ . Lthinkthereds

.- Mr. Steverrs. That's correct, they are not. dentified now. In-South- -

‘Those graves aren't, identifed now =~

 siam, or Laos, or Cambodia, at the present time that. we haven’t ex- -
- humed orrepatriated§ o
M. Sreverts. Yes; .we can be quite certain there are, And thisis . .
" really at the heart of the problem that I think the select commiittee -
e ey Lo will wanbgolookab. th
.. - wife.has exercised this lnlth.tiVQ'I‘ ‘and“. _,the‘,P’:"rQ:nt,?’;h‘?WQ been ql}h&PPy e tél"'Ir"ﬁ?) rl;loirrbeX;gfin%f‘i‘:fgaﬁvgnlg’ﬁfg;]rl'gﬁsﬁ'ﬁ‘.’fﬁegmefe;"nargg .
-+ ig-g-confirmation- ofi;th(')se:};earliepahintS‘,’.!.»-“,"h.ichiithey;A—;Would:~-gi-ve‘ to. -

) 1o deilB£3 thatthere ire _6t1jef glr‘avés in North Vlet
" nam in which-Americans are buried on whom they could give us

s relatives 10 years later, because . . information. -~

B . Vietnam we have, just to.start with, graves of:a number of men who
"-were identified by the: Vietcong, the R.G.; as having died in cap-

" tivity. In someof these cases, we even know from the returned POW's -
~ " more or less where they were. T IR B R
- The POW’s did not: usually. witness the actual death and burial

-~ 'of their comrades, but they would observe a man very ill, and then -

" ’fl‘;he,rg is & list of people we know about whose graves have not been ..
. The CuamrMAN. How many? = -

of the burial party and helped dig the graves.
But in every case, these wete contested areas under Viete

. .. Mr. Sievers. About 40 in SOubh,.Vietnam:.“vﬂ R
.. The Cuamman, In Laos? : = . .

' Mr. Sieverts, In Laos,. we know mliéh"";quS';f ii'hfdrti,i@t’e]y". ':’I“he.a're; -
iwe have had ‘many men lost. Over 300 lost, only 9 returned. There: "

dence as to.what happened to the.others. . o

' they would be told he died. In a fow cases, they were actually part. - -
L go;tl1ey~knew,‘xvithin .
. s certain range and area, about where thegravemightbe, - . . .
L ong control, - -

s0.there has been no chance-for us to-go inand look for any of those. .

~." had been indications that there might be more, but no conclusive evi- <

KIA. oneMIA—were all un -, 'We must assume that: there are graves. for. so.me,' da',ses,r-"at least,
tton. whers ' ' o " ‘even though it may be that in Laos—which is very rugged territory, . -
" with mountains heavily wooded-—there is probably &.higher percent- "

" uge of aircraft losses where the aircraft would be very difficult to find -

~" gven immediately. afterward, let alone 8 or 4 years afterward.. . = -
-+ . The percentages are g;-obably'leSS' good in Laos than they- would
* be in North or South V S

o ‘i‘nspecti'o‘n and'visitati011',“' WQuld it be: your j;udgmen-t that practically - .

3 r South Vietnam.. . =~ = '
Mr. Guyer. If ‘we had complete cooperation and: could go in for



.1 don’t remember the name of the official. The indication in the note -
_ was they-got it in writing, that they are willing to sit down ‘without. . - i
" preconditions. .~ S T e
. »-A—l—r-.Ml‘.JV'ILS'ON._.It,’S_a,_;l,iftlQ.Ablb,,li,k_e:ﬁ,,,S'ituatl;()n which T amfaced with’ = -
" ..in one of my other hats, that s, the question of sending back those -

""" all the families would want theiriloved ones returned? Or would it . = -
* .. be a percentage that would not want. them home? T just wondered. =

. 7: Mr. Smverts. It's an interesting question, Congressman. Earlieron, .-
77T raised that with ‘the: Defénse Department, because-it-seemed A0

" that in my own personal case, if this happened; I rnight not want "

'to rest where he.was buried. There is a long

N “conditions where relatives could then visit the graves. -

otvever, it’s been-

" to have my son or relative brought back,’ but rather have him left -

. here he - tradition of that.in '
.- "~ America, as well as in other countries, of establishing a military ceme- ' R
. tery in'a foreign Jand, maintained in perpetuity. ‘ .
.. the experience of the Defense Department, I believe, that the families ... . .7~
- all have-concurred, often very eagerly, in the return of the bodies. . .-
' This is especially so because there 1sn’t any indication that visits .. .
-+ would be allowed to these- graveyards. When cemeteries have been . /. -
created, such as in France and elsewhere in Europe, it’s been.under . . .

" Mr. Guyee, Thankyoi. o

1 Mr. OrmiNeER. In response to my ;pre{r‘ioﬁsivqﬁeSti'on of the .atﬁitﬁdéé' "

" *’of the State Department toward opening up discussions with the

e thought they had to come wit ‘some kind of gesture first. The indica- - -
- ' - tions we got from the Friends Service Committee is that they are wille e

i ;in%to,si_t down without any preconditions. -

rom where I come 'frc)m,'a'nyway,-a.nd'l‘_t}‘i‘i-‘nk‘ tﬂe-'ﬁttitﬁdé.»"of"thel DR

- 'North Vietnamese, and the whole range of issues of Wwhat they are -+ "=
17 interested. in discuissing) as well as what we-are-interested in diseuss- oo
- ing, you:felt that they had a separate undertaking that wes made. = . ..
. Returning the MIA’s was required under international law, and you -+ = - '

~ North Vietnamese is that.we made a moonscape out’of their country, 3
~we killed: thousands 'and thousands of their people,-and distupted

' their economy:completely, and the notion that they should have to -
.come forward first in these circumstances seems incongruous. -

~Tjust wonder if our interest is.really sincere, in terms of the Gov- B
- ernment, in terms of getting somethinf done. We don’t have to face . . -

- the realistic situation as it exists now. I think we are
+ “indicate at least our willingness to discuss these. prob

%qing‘to have to
" -get any movement. |

. The ‘.Stat.e‘_Departﬁféh:t‘»is:'goin" to have.to take :‘a:flgss_intrﬁnéi-gént' = .
.. point of view, and a less perhaps istorical point of view, on this, be-- " -
" cause: I'm sure theﬁr, can cite. things that we agreed to. that we haven't &

‘come forward wit

ems in order-to

Weighing one against the other in these kinds of |~ =

" circumstances. is & very difficult thing. Just speaking for myself—' .

- .considerable pressure on the State Department, or hopefully get their - - .
. agreement; to- indicate somewhat more willingness to move, What is . ..
" yourindication? - S T e

" "because I can’t speak for anbody else—my inclination would be to.put. -~ +:

Y e O Well, part of the problem is that we Have been will-

- got hung up on, not the conversations.

. ing to sit down and talk to t em about this MIA problem, and,in- .~ =
" deed, have indicated on any number of occasions that this is the-case. -~
-+ “The problem has: been raised by their tendency to attach. precondi-~ .

tions on our ‘sitting down; and jt’s'the preconditions that we have .

7 Mr, Orringer.. I sent to Mr. -Sieverts -the;}cbn.imunic'atio'n‘ I gb't;f,,If, S

- take it the American Friends Service Committee. got:it in writing. )

- 'We'd love to.send these peo
- - can’t do it at this pﬁint in'time. .. .
" Mr: OTTINGER. L

.. ..will be willing to'sit down with.them ?
"7 most fruitful—from your point of view, anywa
* - wayof following thisup? "
7 M. Szeverts. I think that's a little bit hard for the State Depart-
‘ment to“ansv’ver,’bedause‘we-;don"t know what would bé fruitful. Lsm "~
~_certain that we do feel that whatever the select-committee can do that -
-ig helpful, and does focus attention on the problem, and does mske =
- North Vietnam aware of the concern in this- country about it, and the . ..~
. desirability of their responding:to this concern in a decent way; would - -
""" be considered helpful. =~ ... Sk e e

~ -has'to come from.this se
o Department, . <o T T
o " Mr.-OrmiNger, I'am unwilling .at this point to take: any personal . .
 initiative without. acquiéscence of my colleagues-on the.select commit- .
. 'tee, I think we ought to.do this in a joint, decision; but as far:as the’ o
* State Department, you would have no objection to our seeking to fol- -
~?'lo'wthis-up‘asMémbersoftheCOn'gréss.?.'T T
" Mr. WiLson. As an’individual or asa select: committee, if you can

"+ weighed in the balance,
" Party Team was set up
~ gides had an MIA . p,ro% |
"~ come up with & number of names oh whom. they wanted information...

" Viethamese who had indicated they wanted to be repatriated back to
~* Vietnam. We've got over-1,800 of them. The authorities in Hanoi, the "
© - authorities in Salgon, have said to various people that they want them =

 back, ‘that there is no -reason.why they should not-come back. Yet; the . -
-~ U.N. High Commissioner,:f(')r‘-Re'fvugees‘ gets told something, else when . .
“ . he goes to.see them, and the preconditions are imposed at:that level,
" which do not appear publicly. .. N Pt
ple back. We'd love to. But we simply .

S )rTiNgER. How do 'y‘ou.feelli't.’s‘Be'stﬂto_proéééd‘?'For_inétar.l‘cé,":l'-"’. B
wiashaven!t- iCked.;.up;..on.;this.;-resp‘onsé;__t.h@t_;_l__g’_ot at ‘all to the Friends

" Service Committee. Do you think that we should try to initiate talks—. S

" . members of this select committee with the Nort Vietnamese? At .
" some point we can get together with %{)‘ru, and the State Department .

hat do you think would bethe

contacts, but I think the initiative for that .

"That could mean havin
' %eqt committee, rather than from the State -

. get the Vietnainese to-talk about this ‘without. preconditions, I think.
"+ eyeryone would be delighted. . e e
" Mr. Severts. I mi it say that, in terms of conditions and what is .-

' we ought to remember; that when the Four. -
to tallc about this, it was assumed that both-. "'
lem, ‘and the North Vietnamese did, at first, * " -

hted.

~South Vietnam, with our. encouragement; -answered. those..requests - o
S very quickly, oot SR e e e e
- " "“Then, when North Vietnam saw that that was going to-lead themin - -
~the direction where they would, in effect, assume a,'njobli%ati'on:to re-

- spond likewise, they stopped asking for information ; so i |
" “hargain” to be struck here, it could have been'on that basis, - .

y—the most desirable’

therewisa - -



3 | B must 88, I do.n’tle\'fgﬁ thlnk thqﬁ’é- 11ghtIdon’tthlnk Qne“lslllllo}ﬂd . - ‘Cfon,kiﬂé;'Mr.'“S.éhlesingef, at, the iféry _‘Qv‘utSet,‘-‘unti;l we get auth Ofii‘?i‘,’f" o
.. ever “bargain” with humanitarian information or return of remains. ..° - tive statements a8 to what we can and can’t do: The rest would, I think, - -~
- * I{’s just not right to dothat. There could have been a way in whichong - - © - just beascenario of fatility, o i S

" “could have exchanged information”or ‘bodies; and" our side wag-quite-- e ‘o-The-CrATRMAN.-Right,I. ag‘re‘é.;ibérta}iﬁly,,.\"vill,fha;veﬂ.no.ib"f)j ections ; _;

. "ready to go in that direction. It'isii}tlowever, the linking of this humani- . - " to individual ‘members- developing the contacts that they might have. -

- tarian subject with these hard political issues—U.N. membership,dip- - - . - - now. We have, as I snid earlier, when we met last time, we have &

lomatic recognit1011,Tép‘?‘l'@tiﬁll‘s""th&t, strikes us as .'}lll_fortilnate and - ot of contacts in this group, and we ought to start working on them.

COUWEONEL o -~ .. We should start looking at these holidays—TI would' say within'2- )
M. OrriNeer: T agree. I think it's unfortunate and I.think it’s "~ .~ or3monthsI think the select committée or & subcommittee should go-.~ -

" ‘wrong. There it is, and the question is: What are our priorities} How ‘- . (o Paris, should go to the JCRC in Thailand, should go to Laos, if - -

777 of the things that they want, and their moving on what-we want: To-— .~ ‘-t get-it-moving. -

' important do we feel it-is to get, this information, to get the bodies. ' - “'we could get in there, and we should find the proper staff’ man—these. )
. back? Do we feel it's important enough to be undesirable to havea di- = ... “are just my thoughts—to. put somebody in Southeast Asia represent--
- rect association, but to.be willing to sit down and discuss the whole .~~~ . ing this select committee and picking up information, calling it-back "~
*range of problems? At least go'that far? . . . o e tothe staff director; and following up. I agree with you, we have got' -
. T suppose eventually what you come out with is our moving on'some .. - to get' Secretary. Kissinger, Mr. Schlesinger, and a few other people, - e

" " that extent, of course, the more we indicate that the United Statesis. -~ .. .- T1 there is no.objection, then, Mr. Gilman, how about you following .~~~
- really concerned about this, the harder the bargaining position weput ~ . .- ' up on that; you know Mr. Cronkite. . . - © = o e
. ourselvesin, .o o D CUTTT Mr, Gruvaw. ’d be pleased to, Mr, Chairman.t©- - i
- The CHAIRMAN, Mr. Gilmand: = e i e " “The Caarman. Do you have anobjection? . oo S
© " "Mr. GLmax. Just o couple of short items that won't take too much = - " “Mr. McCrosxEey. Just one question. T wonder if we could ask the "0
"' time, Mr. Chairman. I appreciate your calling on me again. With re- 7+ .7 State Department to give us a legal memorandum on: the limitations ** "
o %aljd';' to the journalists missing, Mr. Sieverts, how meny have been =~ that mig t exist on us, either.as a select committee or ag individual =~ -
‘Tisted asmissing? ©. o B I Members of Congress, in discussing these issues ‘that border on the
. Our select committee has a responsibility, in addition to the MIA’s; ~* _ _ B
© - of looking into the civilians who are also missing. How many dowe. - - - Iamnot familiar with it; I just know there is something that pre- -~ '~
~ have recorded as having been captured and gtill unheard from?." . ¢ ¢ludes me’ from negotiating directly with the North Vietnamese. " .-
~ M. Steverts. The number of journalists missing, altogether,isabout’ .~ - . ‘Mr. Orirvae: I looked into that at the time this was written,and .
- 95, of many different nationalities, Of those 05,4 are Americancitizens. . =~ there is an exception in the st;atptes_cglled the ,LoganAct,'.yvhlch. ro-.
.~ 1 would-hope the select committee would look -at it more broadly. - - = - - hibits any citizens from negotiating with a foreign government. Ldont . - -
. The journalists committees that have been formed are international - <o - remember exactly how it is worded, but if a Member of Congress a8
- committees. Walter Cronkite heads the American section of that com- -~ . requested. by a constituent; apparently he can follow, up-on that con- -~ -
“- mittee, and I think it would be appropriate for the select committeeto = .- .  gtituent’s: request in dealing with the foreign government. We took .

. consider thissubjectaswell. .~ o 0 . ST Lal L care to get & request from the missing in action organization before we" .-

“Most of the joutnalists are missing in Cambodia, and about most of " . wrote the letter, so that we would come under the purview of that .~ -

“act. -

:".-Secretary’s ‘discretion in négotiations.. . -

3 thémthe"re,hasbeennjoposit,ivewOrd'forquitésbmetime. B T T T TR T R rE
. The CuamrMAN. If there are no objections, Mr. Gilman mentioned .~~~ Tthink it would be good to get a memorandum, and I think it would .
. 'to me that since Walter Cronkite does head up this journalistic.com-- . - be also helpful for us to be able to-be in a position of saying we are .
. mittee, that, the select .committee might invite him to testify before .. . “making-these coritacts at least with the, approval of the Department
" the select.committee. I think it would ‘probably be good, It might -~ - “of State, with the executive department, so there can be no question. . .
- - focus some . attention on{-the;selectvcommittoe‘that,,wemight need; . . i iMr.-McCLOSKEx.fThat’s fine, - o B
“ and-it might help us in certain ways. T don’t see any way it could hurt .~ .- - The CHARMAN. That’s a { ood point. I generally agree. I wouldn’t
“us. Ts there atiy objection for me'to move ahead and line up Walter -~ - . want to-be too restrictive where ve.couldn’t do anything. This isa

" "Cronkite? I count, the days back that we have lost now—we onlyhaver - . certified, bona fide elected select committee by-the House of Repre- .. ‘:'

2 year, and it's almost 234 weeks—almost a month.gone by. So you 1. sentatives, and I'would say we ‘Wpul'd be pargllel to the International =

* . have.to move in there and do it. Is there any objection to invibing - Relations Committee. . -~

Walter Cronkite? L S o <+ " Mr. McCrosgEY, T-agree with that, Mr, Chairman. My only thought
. 'Mr. GuyEr. On that subjeet; T think this is a commendable action, =~ . is that we get their views on what-our rights and maybe restrictions -
.. and I think it would be foolhardy for us to talk about taking trips.~ - " e, . T T S

“We'd be just like pilgrims, knocling on doors that won't.open. I think. .~ - Mr Steverrs. T wonder if T could respond right now by saying that

it would be highly productive if we could have a meeting once & week. - .- -over the years, a good number of the Members of Congress— jnelud-

or at your diseretion, and have figures: such as Dr. Kissinger, Mr. © = .~~~ ing some who are on this select committee—have taken initiatives on .
S : R A P P L ~'~.’gt-hls}{ery'subject.,j,l'. Lo R T VA TP R RN



-~ more formally in other foreign policy areas. - -

© % tive? I don't know.

- letters, that on-this humanitarian problem.of ‘the prisoners of ‘war

- and missin% in action, we are ready to see actions like this.taken by

A —

O '.l‘ .

The State: Depﬂitmeht' sev'érﬁl 'ﬁill'les} hhs'indi’éatéd; puiﬁliclyl;drljff‘in_”“. o

- Mr. McCrosxey. I think it would help, ;\‘vlleh[:\\‘é, wri.t‘é' om a'ct'ilbnj., o

_thought.

~report and take our: action; if we had in writing exactly what you

7 The Cuamaian: T think e understand we are not policymakers, .

" ..and there could be some issues on the-bofmlers,on.'Which we would make - -
. recommendations, T think the select committee, as a whole, would try . .

- to not act as policymikers, but try to solve this issue of the missing” . .~ "~ {one in more than one installment, and other files were also provided . S

| . in action. It's got to be done someday. and the opportunity is here. -~ ”

‘Mr. StevirTs. As & matter of legislative prerogative, you are a fact-~ - - B

finding body, and you have quite a broad charter. for that purpose in = - L

-~ peneral-inithe Congressyto seekinformation.-——

5. Mr., OrTiNGER. The Justice Department acts for

~ Mr. McCroskey. I d

" . Mr. Steverrs. We have a group. of American missionaries who we "
" know are alive-and prisoners right now, captured at Ban Me Thuot; .-
"~ 'South Vietnam, on the 10th of March. Inthat group there-are six * .,
. "Americans plus two Canadian missionaries. Also-with that group are . .-
" "two other Americans; for a total of eight Americans, The other twoare = =~ .
" a scholar and an-ATID official, making a total of eight Americans cap- . .-~
. tured at. Ban Me Thuot, plus.the two Canadians, plus some otherna- .. .~
"tionals as well. In'addition. there are some missionaries who havebeen . - = =~

* . missing in: South Vietnam as far back;,asf-’-1962._'f. S

. Mr. Gumay. Howmany ¥ -

.7 7Mr. Orrinoer. I suppose we should get an opinion from whoever . - -
7 aets as our legal adviser. Who'is that, the Library of Congress? - -

“ .. Mr. McCroskey. The Justice Department. = . = .. . o 0
15, 0r forthe Execu-. - -0

L . n't know. It's the answer to.that question that - ... -
C o Tthinkyouneed; o N Lnhon el T
<07 Mr: GiuMAN. Another question, Mr, Chairman. There are mission-. .

~ " aries-who have been missing. How many . of those are still listed as -
. missing who are Americans? - : R TR

‘Mr. Sieverts. Three-of those; 'an&‘ most of them are from the Chris- - e

. .

" Mr. Guman, Tt has its headquarters in‘my d-'strict,’Mll'.jChdirrhaii; e
.7 ‘Mr..Chairman, one other question.. When the Ambassador to-China -

~*_tion and Missionary Alliance; & missionary organization which has * .
" branches and representatives throughout the'world. SRR

" was here, lie indicated the Chinese had no information, Subsequentto .~

" thatmeeting, the MTA families have informed me that there were three.- "
. of our MIA’s that went down over Chinese territory, and that we had . 0
“that information compiled by our Defense people, Is there ever-any - ..~ .-

. investigation with China with regard to those three cases? .~

. Mr. Sreverrs. There have been repeated contacts by senior U.S, offi-

. vicinity of China. Chinese officials have told us that they have no infor- .
" ‘mation. They 'said they would ¢ontinue to look for such information, . -~

"~ for morehas resulted in the same answer. -~ . .© -~ °

" and-would tell us if any was found. The most Tecent effort to ask them' R

" We have-those files in readiness to

. ‘theselect committes?. oo e L

. Mr.' Smverrs. Yoy would have to ask Defense, and I think they'd be- - .- |
- reluctant to do so, because of the implication it leaves that some were™ ...

" being selected for this purpose and others were therefore not selected. - .

""" It was'done, as I say, with'a tactical aim of trying to usé certain cases -

to coax information-from the North Vietnamese, and had that worked, .

- we would have proceeded with others; but you would have to address: - - :
- that to Defense. =~ . . o o U S

- Mr. Orringer. Would the gentleman yield? . = =

. " Sowe hiv.’e',“ifi.fac:t;"a,iﬁox:e‘déﬁ‘l'}ii"tiv‘\e 'st_atér,r‘ieijlttff‘dnv'l ,‘th:el lea,d'é'rsv‘(;f"
" “'the People's Republic of China than we'do from the leaders of North -
- ac eady L0 see actlons lixe this.ta o Yietnam, R S e
ongress,.regardless. of considerations that. may apply . . ..o

-~ Mr,-GILMAN,- A‘]’;',ouit,; a ..yeark,.‘,“:zi,'go,.‘ thé’..Se’crf;tfa;ry;ituriléd ‘;E_)\'rerl spr.név,fsz‘._'f il
files to Le Duc Thou. Did we ever get a vesponse with regard to-the -

information in those 82 files? .~
* - Mr. Sieverzs. Wedid not: -~

A . .

| . Mr. GiLmaN, Did we have any fOllO\Wups ?’:f R

- . Mr. Sieverts. Yes; we have followed -up.“And:,z'ié‘ altmtilt'ter-.Of}faclt," |
© .the question s often asked, “Who were the 82¢” or whatever the num-
- ber was. I can't really confirm what. the number was, because 1t was - -

- through the Four Party Team. .* . .~ . oo 00w
.. The families-have asked, “If my man wasn't on that list, why wasn't. ..~ ...
. he?” The point was, we chose selected cases which were the most - - .
~~Jikely-to-produce-an-answer.-Men-lost-right. in:the.center-of- Hanoi, ...
e .gwhere,_ygu' couldn’t say. the plane landed over water and.perhaps dis- . . .
Coogppeareds Lt I T e T e
i p £ we had responses on those cases, we would then, of course, have .
.. - followed-up, and we were prepared to.follow up, There was a program.. .. ...
.. "of preparing case files which. continues to this day, including trans- - -
~lating case records from our American Def

s . I

" Mr. GiLmAN. Would- you be able to- ')tqv.idé ahst o'f‘.ﬁhosglcd'ses"tolr‘ |

Ts that then’ probably what the MIA. roanization indicated, that =

there ivas's ill a large number of files that had not been gone through- .

by the Defense Department; because.they just didn’t assign adequate. R

N personnel‘to it ?. Do you tliink they are probably referring to making" . .

up thiskind of file? - .

- "Mr. Sieverts. I don't really know what they’d.be referring to, but - -
T can state from'personal knowledge that there is no file on any man "~
" who is missing—and that includes-the 500-or 'so who have been de-~ -
. “clared dend—that hasn’t been reviewed with the greatest of care to see” -~ -

" whether there is information in the files or elsewhere in our system .

- cials 'with Chinese officials on the subject of Americans missing in the “that should or shouldn’t bein that file, * -

" Although some of those files,‘as files, liave not been turned over to . .

the North Vietnamese, the names have all been given to the North .

*‘Vietnamese with considerable other data. '~ .

- ur Am nse. Department Janguage " .
-+ into-Vietnamese to make the information more accessible. .. .- .
" ""'The lack of response on. the case: files was such that-there was mo
© . reason or basis for following up with further files, .. = - UL
. We'have those files.in readiness today, and are prepared to follow .~
 up the moment the opportunityisthere, . .~" "0 T oo



CCstatusteview. . o . oo
. Mr. Grumax. With that exception, you would see no problem of ~

I.-’.‘ . ‘
B . '

L I mighf‘.Stiy,“;fhe idea of turning o’vve‘r‘Athé's'_e' files fb’:.‘t}{e.,'deft'h ';V-ie't; “""Mr."_GoﬁzALjE"z'-‘." Nblt,;at:tlli'ié- ;time; noﬁ,"f‘Mr'. Ch&-i‘rrhdm S

namese was not uncontroversial at first, because: you could make & - -

Tt goes well beyond: the name, rank, and serial number, I-can assure . [

" The hope. was that we_couild lay out. the exact Jocation where the

" man was lost, with-the idea that this'would assist a good-faith effort . .

- 'to find and locate that man; What was lacking,. I'm afraid, wag the

- 7. ".good-faith’ effort; That program didn't proceed through all 1,800 . ...

“ " cases; but it was not for any lack of personnel or initiative on our -

_ . ‘part, but because of lack of response from the-other side, .. .

.. Mr. Orriveer. But to your knowledge,.

' . .around that haven't been reached yet?

" Mr. Steverrs. Absolutely not. - - o o
e Mrp-GrtMaN.-Just -onefinal-question..... .

there ‘are no files just sjtﬁﬁg : S

. The Caarman. We will proba

~*though the family is not requesting that the status be changed?

reevaluation of the records. . -

. However, as'a ma't.ter'-'ofjfactv.‘ rII'ibéli"év’é ‘th‘a':t' a‘l'rn(:)s‘t}'a‘i,l“()f ‘.‘thefcaées-,,"y e
e recently‘lfev_l_ewfed for status change have been with the concurrence” -
- orat the reqiiest of the primary next of kim. . . == .= - S e

© 7 Mr, Guman. You mentioried, in response to an earlier question, that - o
- the résumptions were still being ‘carried’ for changing them froma. .© .. -
. pregumption »'of:;'mlssmg;to".kllled?inAactiO'n.;,Is._th_is,,bei_ng];,dqne‘ even't . .

| | 7 Mr., OTTINGER. I guess. what we'd like to-end up: with is‘permission . -
casethat.».thisﬂwaS«—pmviding.,more__inf.ormatiQn:,Lth&n..W.ﬂ&ﬂPPEQR!‘j&EQ{,,4 o~ forthe Red Cross or.somebody to go in and actually look af each one
T "’"‘6f“fth‘é“»’si_t'és;“t"It’s‘.‘.unlikely‘;fl*suppose;-:thatf-they’d‘?'let~:A1Tlerican3a‘: but.. .

some kind of an international body. T

. The Cuamacan. Yousaid that in Laos 'ybu don’t think you can find o

.~ thesites? I thought we had them pretty well blocked in with our radar - -

" when: they went down, that we knew pretty ‘well where they went .=~ -
. -down, within o mile Fadius. I kiow that’s a-lot, but is it the feeling '
. - of people who have.been involved in this that a 1ot of these sites cannot

. belocated? = ¢ R T S

.. Mr. Sieverts. I think the way that it’s put is that the information is. o
© " perishable, that the sites.are dificult to locate, even immediately, be- - S
" cause of the terrain—assuming that we are talking about aircraft. And .\ " -
" we have to remember. that many of these cases are not pilots, but-are -

sbly finish up hete i about 5 minutes. -7 "ground personiriel or helicopter personnel. -

" Where Wwe. are talking about; the gireraft, especidlly_ higﬁ-épeed'-air~- i =
" craft, even where you could locate the site when it first goes in; after 2 - -
© or 8.years, it's often very difficult to-find that site from the air, and it. .

R 'maiy.b_e even more difficult; to find it ftom the ground. ...~

“ . Mr. Stevers. That would happen if there is new information, spe- o
" cific information,-either coming.in in some-way or.as g result-ofia - , , |
L A A """ nam, where we had access to areas where we knew planes had gone -

"down, in Some-cases we Were unable tofind those 1Qcat10ns‘eve11-lbhough- R

" Mr. Guman. Is there a possibility of withhb]&ihgﬁfuri;héf_d'eéllaj"ra-\'" T

- . tions of & ‘presumption of killed in action until this select committee . )
' ,ha;scompleted,lt,s'work? R L
" Mr. Steverrs. T think the Defense Department has said as much, -

 with the excaption, though, that they would not fel it spproprinte

withholding further action in that connection? = .

: ‘Ml‘: SIEYEBTS- It’s a question I really siouldn’t answer. BT ST
‘. The Cramman: It's a Defense Department matter. That is what =
© . Mr. Shields told me, and hevnll be QI'II‘l'WitIIQS'S‘ next. week. You canask -

““him that question. T oo
- Mr. Giman, Thank you, Mr. Chairman, .* = . -

' to do that in those cases where the primary next of kin requested the "

- "The Crrarmarax, He told me, if the family did not request that there

o bea ftjéView'Qf.'the;c'asez"that‘they'werewaiting‘ for action of this select '
.. committee before making any further changes in status. ...

B Ong.-'.thlng,g_Ix"hink the: select committee is going to have to do— .
- and T'll get it in'the récord now—there.are some, cases where the man
-, 'was slive and he was a prisoner of war, and he didn’t come out. Ithink -
.we are going to have to work on these ‘cases particularly and try‘tb .

- get information from the North Vietnamese on them. - -

©. .+ onthat. Mr. Gonzalez, do you have anything further? - -

. we had almost complete freedom tolook. .= T

. ".'There are even places within the United SEates where that has hap- -

" 'pened, and this is not just over water. Sometimes 20 years later a plane . .

- " 18 found in the mountains. ..~ . .. T

""" My only.comment about Laos was to say ;that.thelamouﬁti“of rough - .

. terrain and forest territory there is even greater, so planes have been = -

" lost there that you would have a very hard time finding. . .
" .. The CwarrMaN. One other: point. We. have discussed with Mr.

. Sieverts the-possibility of having the State Department detail one of "
 their employees to the select committee to serve as linison, Mr. Sieverts - -

~son who ‘mi
" ‘interested. .-

some cases, there is a photographi

' :

- does have such a person in mind and I would ask him to give us some. X
" ofthedetails, T L R
" Mr, Smverts. He was consul general in Nha Trang, South Viet- =
" nam, during the last.year and- half or 2 years before the fall of Viet- -~
nam. He is now back because the .consulate is closed and he isa per- .-
ght be. available to the -select committee; if-you were. . .-

-~ The. Cratmaan. Does, the ' select ¢ommittee. have any “objection! -

*' It ‘might be & good linison, and when we didn't want him to partici: il

7 “pate; wo-would ask him—

S Inm ‘ :op‘n.‘uon,-I don’t,’t'.hink. the select committee can take 1,300 to -
Lo 1,500 files over to North Vietnam or Paris'and ask-them to give us an S

. answer, T.do think we can narrow'it down, and those people who were .

alive, and weré seen and heard from, I think we have to-really push .

- Mr. OTTINGER..
Ctoworkwithusf o e s o
- The Cairman. No; strictly as a liaison. I think it has some merit -

Cotodb o L S S

- Mr. WiLson. He would be on detail to the select committee from the
-'State Department. R

_ The CratrMAN. Any objections to -Plfbéee ding? s

LT M Gman. Sounds.good. -

n some cases, ¢ record of where thfé,? s1tewas,
which should miake it much easier tolocate it. We know in South Viet- - .

This 1 not for the head of our staff, but somebody



“The Ciimua¥. If W could get somebody like that, T think FEC

sure he'’s in

would be good..* "

tune ‘with us. Subject to:that, I have no objection, .. .

.. Do ,ﬁou or the members of the select committee have any idea? That -~
o haps the-most positive.thing or indication wehave had... - "~ = ..
o would , SRR T I A S S “Mr. Guyer. I appreciate getting a copy of the letter, Mr. Ottinger, - "

- ’:~~~~~-»Mr.;».OTTINGER,-;I«rdo-tl,unkth&tycu.ought,to..interview_him;andv,make,,;, oo and I do think the select committee 011,5! ‘ o
- individuals. T
~.¢ The CHAIRMA

. The CHAIRMAN. As far-as tle staff is concerned, there is just not & SR

" job description for staff director, We are looking into this, and we N

B .‘-g‘i.u"e not having what yon would call problems, but we have not. come, R
“up with a staff director. We have interviewed over 12 people for the -

" position. If you have any. suggestions—— .. . . R
~ . Mr. Orrinezr. We shonld have some more names-for you this week. . .-
 The Cramman. It is pressing. If you get some man who might

" have a key job he’s'going to have, to give 3 weeks notice, unless he'sin” <.

.+ Washington and can get this thing together. "~~~ o0
. ""We are doing all right. We have Jack Vance, André Clemandot, = - ..
, ':f.j'j""“f"'q,n;dif"Friln(_}'eS""B.lll‘lleft_"‘Ol;l*;ln}’"j.'Sta‘ﬁ““w‘ho*have“‘b.-ee.n'5Very'h‘elpf111;.:a‘nd et

. they are doing a lot of work on this; we want to get the staff,and get .

o -it. separated and get it out of our office and moved.
" ‘Mr, McCrosksy, Do youhave space assigned? .~

- The-CHAIRMAN. Yes; we are: OK.

" tion as we can,and I think the more people we talk to, the thing will R

*clear up a little more for us.

Tt looked bad for a while, but'T think if e gather enough infor-
“mation, and: come. up-with a good report, we will have done our job, - .

© " Whether it’s o hopeful or 'a sad report, I think if we get the right

— f*info'rmation_‘and”tlie information has merit to it and h,ashredibility,l
o T think we will-have to spell itout. o T
" Mr. Guaan. Mr. Chairman, could I ask Mr. Sieyerts—you are’ |

- grades, you talked about some missionaries, journalists. If you could . -
~give us that breakdown, by way of a summary, I think it would be - - |
“helpful to éach one of us, so we.are not ‘a]‘l :tall{ing about diﬁere;itjnUm- o

- going ' to be sénding us some information. Could you send each mem- - Sl

" ber of the select committee an analysis? You. talked about some 30

- . bers and figures,

- 'Mr. Stevers, I willtry to do that. SRl e
. The.CHAIRM‘AN.'.I’think- our next meeting will be _Monday;or--'ll‘ues—'i'

- day, with Mr, Shields. Then we will move into the open hearings. . ..~
. - In the meantime; I hope members will continue coming apwith - 7
/. idens, becnuse ideas and hard work by individual meinbers is what’s - .~ |
- "-going to make this thing. - S LT T S
“ 7 7Mr, Guyer. We will keep.
. The Cuairnan. Yes; there seems to be great attendance. Wehadall -

- 10 here today. -

© - Mr, Orriveer: I don’t know whether it’s time yet or-not, Mr, Chair- .=
-~ man, but T am sitting here with this communication from the Friends -
© . Service Committee, and there's a humber of options of what-T cando’ .
. with that. T could .write back to the Premier of North Vietnam and
' tell him that the information we have would indicate that I have mis--

- construed his letter and they .are willing to:sit ‘down and we'd:be in:

- terested in meeting his representativieand.thlkin;q‘wi-th him about that; R P
* - or I could go back with that through the Friends Service Committees - .~

.~or T can wait until w,e_knm_v_’.alittle-bit‘rmore.~’,._ R e

gt ‘ i We eA‘,en,lmvgjpl.a'ri's@fﬁji‘,’fn up, and B
. _/if there i rio objection, we will go ahead and start getting the equip- -~

* is per

" iemberacopy? - .
. Mr, Guyer. Yes; I got mine today. -
«~The Cuatryan. Well, time is of the

the same time, Mr. Chairman® The fter- .| -+ {o'yeptul, they thought, if we made some kind o res |
. -to the.State Department which the State Department, I talke it, prob-. .

-+ I'never have gotten anythi

" ably is not going to be interested in,an
. this as individuals or s a committee, to | .
- Department, abstain on.the next vote.in the Security Council.- -
- " The CmarrMaN. I have alreadyexlfressed myself. . .~ L
.. Mr., Orrineer. Would that signal

Mz, Guyer have met with these people ‘ |
- of Congress, and I.didn’t think the answer to that ‘let.ter;"wals‘tlmt harsh,- -
ng out of them. - ‘ AU

S ‘Mr.,'OrHNGER,.I.'-havé.T ad no experience at'all. I n
“or South Vietnamese. . - RS ‘
.. The CratryMAN. Mr. Guyer, do you ha
"7 Mr. GuxEr, My inclination was not t
~ " the select committee if you are going to . K
.- The CuammaN. I'd Just-say it’s been brought up to the select com- .~
... mittee'and the select committee is interestéd. I think we have got to =
o De.It’sagood lead. : - -~ S e

Mr. OTTINGER, All rifglllt.. Let_me,tiﬁyib

.

. nosed? I was told that my reply. was—-... - oo ¢ g
 The CeHARMAN. It is my 1mpression some of the members 'unld”' L
we should take on the United -

to question. We are concerned

L ~ like to be involved. How firm & stand
. States ab,s‘ta‘ining;,i'n"the‘ U.N. is open

o a1-300—T5——8 | -

." | | -

t to respond to it, instead of

w. I believe we have sent youa copy. Did we send each .~ -

essence, Mr. Guyer; in dealing. .

*with the Vietnamese, They take so-much time. They just operate dif: -+~
- ferently from us. A human being’s life ' \ '
- theirscope,asXseeit. "
o Mr:MoCroskey. Orhiswife. - 0o e S
" The Caarryax, I will just state my opinion—vwhatever the select . |
committee wants to do. T personally don’t ave:any objections for you -

time doesn’t mean anything in- - "~

" to say that the select committeis Interested in sitting downand talk-" co

.~ ing: That'smy persqnal’:jfééllifg:;"jNO\_\";"1f"'I‘"h‘eztrf'from"somebc')dy"'elSé<~;-~
" wlhio may.wart to do it differently. You arenot ‘going to be in any fast

=] : - ; ”

" “action, anyway, Mr. Guyer. We are talking about a month'and' a half
- followup. I hope I'm ivrong, but I have dealt with them and—— " -~ - -
| ST M, ‘McCrosgey. I have met with theni;and Mr. Gilman: and -also- .. .-

" ment in the office. As I see this, we can just gather as much informa-. - .. |

about as much as any Member.

T Mr.. Orrixaer. That's what Mr. Harkinv-t;h‘b‘ught;.k-'Thé',“leﬁtéﬁ::wds‘

- ‘much rhore’ fayorable.” He said he's seen.some of ‘this ‘past corre- . .
- spondence. . .. . i Sl e e e T

-+ .~ The CHAIRMAN. They: never really touched on the major problem "
- .of the MIA’s in my talks with them. They always skirted the issue - " .-

¥

- and dealt”on their belief’ that the American lesdership was cruel -
~and the American people were good people, but being misled by their .
. Government. We never got anything accomplished. - R

' 'ei;éf"h}ef_ a .Nort'h‘-
'vvé‘s.in]};bbjec't.iori? o N
o make any reply, but through. - .
make an official stand, but—: - -

. The other thing - we gotivas an indication, again: from the Friends "
+ Serviee Committee people we have been- dealing with, that it would, - -

some kind of & representation -~

d T don't know 1f we.want todo. - f

indicate a desire that-the State. =~

desire not to try and be 'l‘uj,rd‘-" L




o . could get those bodies back, we'd R
- ~Mr; OTTINGER.-As: I-told you, I am concerned about_our. tuhuw 8
lyt off the bat, saying, “Grung’ ho, we ough L

- to.accede to the North Vletnemese ” I thmk that would cause us some '

The CHAIRMA\I Mr Fraser and \Ir Burhe of Flor1da That’s &

: ubout it, and tlus is w1tlun our scope as o select comnnttee, and 1f We S

ike to. -

‘select committee position righ

o problems

. Mr MoCLoskEY Just one comment I don’t hnow uhat the posmon
" is that T would warit to take on that question, but I-don’t. think e,

" ought to take any until Secretar

Kissinger has had the opportunity . e
- to: talk to us, That emphasizes the urgency of his meeting with us. I

would just-like to stress the urgency that we put o him coming down. =

g w1th whatever he does say. -

i Phg-importance-that- the: North V1etnamese put on ‘the’ represcnte- .
- tlons——fox example, I suspect only he can give us: the personal st'ttus I

. in ~which we can thien make that judgment.. - -

- Tdon’t think any of us want to embarrass the admmlstratlon 1n env, SIS
way, but I think we want to know very. completely whatis in the_ .

. admmlstratmn’s mind that you are askmg us: to f01 beer from and W hy A

Mr. Guyer. Very good. -

.. Mr. Guman. Mr. Chalrmen, would 1t be out of order to extend a .
© . formal invitation:to: the North Vletnamese to meet with thls select S

- committes ‘here? They have a delegation in the country. o
- *'The CuAikman. The North Vletnamese were iot;here, but the South RO GO
" Vietnamese were here; as T mentioned, 3 \\eeks afro, and met W1th the R

L World Bank, looking to borrow funds

"Mr. GILMAN The deleaetlon isin New 1 orl\ Clty

" Mr. Orrrieer. There is & delegation in New York—a delegatlon of'.f: 3
SRRE N01th and South Vietnamese, S

. The Cuamrmax. T haveno ob]ectlon at all to it:

* " Mr. Steyerrs. I would have to comment that the Vletnamese dele- R
L gutlons in New- York'are there as delegations to the United Nations, - o
B _and not for relations with the United States. For example, when we
pproached Hanoi on the three bodies we did it in Paris. If you w ant
, mve ‘contact, I think it would be more apprdpriate to doit-at places = - .
KIS where they heve dlplomatlc mlsswns, countrles, rather than et the- e .‘
. United Nations. R
S Mr, Otrineer, 1 also was told by the U N people 1n NeW Yorl\ that e ?1
- thev come with very narrow ‘mandates. R

‘Mr, Sieverzs. That’s true, too. -

" Mr. Orrivees, ‘The people who are sent here to cleal w1th the U N SR
. "+ are not likely to have any authority at-all to deal w1th ‘any other sub- S
Lo ]ect They would have to get back to North Vietnam. L

- ‘, “to meet with us, knowing in advance what he is going to say, and what e
" he does not want to say to s, and uhat rules he wants us to pursue SRR

good oint. A lot-of th1s is. tromo- to heve to be done 1nf0rmully, too,

\Ir ilman. "

“Mr ‘GHEMAN, Ihnve asked \Ir Bulhe 45 Yo chScussed t
issue a bit, but I think he could pass on's formal 1nv1tut10l)1 ltzdlilldlrlle o

Mr; O'r'rr\enu We ran into trouble. I tried to.call them and they: S
don’t speak anything but North Vietnamese. I told Mr. Fraser's State "
Department fellow there—what's his name? Bob Beecher? He said, Sl
~ well, I don’t think the State Depaltment Woulcl 1eally want to do thut S

We’d have to get somebody else. - .
Mr, SIEVERTS You mean an 1nterpr eter? As a matter of fact they )
clo have at least one very good English speaker in theiroffice. -

" The Cua1raAN. They just didn’t want to talk, with you. I think as - o :

1nc11v1dual members, Mr. Ottlnger, I see mo ob]ectmns to feeling them :

~ ot through Mr. Fraser or through phone calls, And I think what you. .~
“snid 1§ going to be pretty true, though. These people are’ pretty well
- 1e<r1mented and.they are not' goin o ‘get out - of their-scope, and- it
W ould be very.unusual if ‘they would even. telk about the issue:- RN
- I'don’t see-any problem; as an individual, in'exploring it, present- RO
“ing it to-them. It does-give-them somethmg to-go beck to: North' '
e Vletnem with to show that we are 1nte1 ested and tﬁat we do want to R
v make contact with them. N S
“Did they ever: know Who wes calhng? D1d you ever get anythmor o

done? -

“Mr. O'rrINenR No the Secretary in my. oﬁice was culhng, und shel ;‘ :l'" .

_guve up, and we tried through Mr. Beecher. " .
The Cuatryan. Did they have a numbe1 in New York’l

. Mr. Orriveer. We calle ‘the U.N. and asked for the North Viet: S
namese delegation, and I take it somebodly; picks up the phone and starts. ~ ¢
at pomt my younO' secretnry SRR

- babbling in- North Vletnamese, and at t
drop ed the phone.
The Craraman. Does she' 8 eah French?
" ‘Mr.. Orrinaer, I don’t think so. : :
'The CrAmRMAN. I have no-objection, personally, in pressmg these .

- people & little and letting'them know. A
Mr. McCrosgey. That raises a question; Do we. need somebocly on o

the staff who knows the Vietnamese language? .

- The Crarraran. I tell you, if. you have Frencln ds you lxnow, you L

“can get by over there.
_[Discussion off the record.] " | L =
[Whereupon, at 5 30 p m. the hearmu was concluded ]

“Mr. Gruaan. That's probably all very true, but I'd hke to see us atl- f -

 “"least explore the possibility. B
'The Crarraran, We will explore 1t then, and When we get the Staﬁ" N

i o1 anized, we will give that as one of the assignments, -

“Mr. OTTINGER I suppose the appropriate chennel to do that through.~ ‘. 1 o

| is throutrh the U.N. people, isn’t it, Mr. Sieverts?
\Ir GUYER Is Mr Burke of I‘lorlda our representatwe?




OV.ZHOUSE SELECT COMMITTED ON MISSING PERSONS

IN SOUTHEAST ASIA

TUESDAY SEPTEMBER 3o 1975

I—Iousn OF REPRFSI',N’I‘ATIVI‘S, ‘
SELECT Coxyrrrer oy Missing

Washington, D. 0.

: The select commlttee met at 2 00 p m., the IIonornble G..V. \Iont-“ o
fromery, chairman of the sélect committee; presiding. . .. .

Present: Representatives: Montgomery, . Gonmlez, | \Ioa]xley,f;""”

- ‘_"-':Schroeder Ottmger ‘Harkin, Lloyd McCloskey, Gilman, and Guyer, - e
- Thtla CH AIRMAN. The meetmo W 111 come to order Dr Rover Sluelds-'. o
iswithus. =

‘While we have a quorum, we need some Tules to. operate under We

{"+ " sent some rules out to you yesterday. T don’t know if you hed timeto .. .
* . .study them or not, they are not-eéarthshaking. They apply m'unly to -
the rules of the House of Representatives.. . - L

“We have the rules before you—we woiild Tike to have them adopted ;o

-+ or have discussion on the rules right now, It’s nothing earthshakmo; .
* - in‘here, It’s basically the 5- minute ru]e, whlch I thmk if we have to -
Jinvoke it we will, if not, we won’t.. S
.. We have to have a week’s notice on callmor an open he'u ing, but it S
- leaves it to the discretion of the chau‘man—such as & meeting v hele we
- ‘could get the Secretary of Defense and we.needed it on' 2 dm s’ notlce,?' S
| and the c¢hairman could goahead and call the meeting, . * B
ol ; There is nothmv unusual in the 1ules. and I hope we could adopt e
.vtmm. . o

Mr. GUYER Thele isa prov181on 1n there for e\ecutlve secsmn? -
- The Cifamata. There is o provision for executive session. It’s the, '

- -sime a8 the rules of the House, and there has tobea roII call vote, bya. . -

*._majority voting to o into executive session,” R
oo Mr. Geyrr. T 1 also. notlce that this qe]ect cmmmttee could t’llxe a tupg SR
-any time, in or out-of session, r1<rht? ' S ‘

- The CHAIRMAN, That’s correct BRI .
Mr. OrriNaer. It says liere that: we can cro to Southeast Asm
- The Cmatracay. Isthat in the rules; orin the resolution?

1I’or blo"mphlcnl sketch of Dr Roger Shlelds, seep 1"4 B : i
L e

PERSO\S 1IN SOUTHEL\SI‘ A.sr \,

" Mr. Orrrxéer: I don’t know w here it was, but Isaw 1t and 1t seemed Y i

. "to me that ought to be broadened ouit. | : Y
- Mr. Moarizy. That kind of 11m1ts where we could 00. We Wouldn’t o

B be abIe to goto Parls. .



Lo east Asia, it seems to me it ought to be,
T Southeast Asidyor elsewliere, as it may cletermme.?-.’-rrBecause we. mwht

" have occasion to want to meet in, Parls

beabletooet1t

T e

“ f etm in the Unlted States or South
\[r OTTI\GER In place ot me g “Within the United Sta es,

“The Crramatan. What page is thatt
Mr. Orrineer. First page, meeting procedures, rule 91,

‘Mr.. CLEmanpor. That is based .on- the wordmor of the resolutlon, R

o " fied just Southeast Asia. - o
Wl’lIl‘(ljlleS(gixcir:n‘er That's right. It’s I in the reSolutlon 1 thmk we can x

" get by on'that by designating a trip to Southeast Asm, and we can go by,
B wa ofPans Tl' e

at is in the resolution, that’s correct.
Mr OTTINGER, It’s in the actual resolution ¢

The CHAIRMA‘T It’s.in the resolutmn It proloably should have becn- s

L liition; but I don’t: see any problem with B
broacler e eron ’and T think:if you-leave it.up-to. measthe ' |

5 “chairman, I think I can get us to places We need to go. under the‘_“.‘:-‘ |
.- resolution. : St

T iried o7 think it through;

- Mr. OTTNGER All rwht

“The CHAIRMAN. Tf you Want to stnhe tlns out I have no ob]ectlon to L -.:

o .-‘-“ ' ftheTules. - L
. talp{r;o \ﬂl(:?ltr?nm 1You could Put in you could tmvel wi thm o wlthout- X

e ‘the country relative to- tlns thmo It mloht be better than to ]ust—1f o

you designate——
The CIIAIRMAN Jagree w1th y01
.Mz, Guyer, I thmf that. would be better

country, as the need requires.

The CHAIRMAN. You hawe heard the v\ordmof Any ob]ectmn to that". S

Ts that;s satisfactory?
. We will correct that So orde1 ed

Any others?:

tes: “Unt1l such time |

o \h MOAKLEY. M, Chalrman, on mle 7 3 it sta -
- gs the. committee has submitted its final report to the House, classified
L or other. sens1t1ve mformatlon in the c01nm1ttee records

cetera

B “available to all Members of the House..

larly have to clo W 1th the staff the phrasc RN
Same Houss rile partlcu R herefore. the. construction- of this - .

e must be 1ead to. 1nclude “select':' - o

: “stan(hnfr commlttee” 1s used. T
-~ clause w h1ch uses only ‘commltte
- committess.”

I ' 58 thﬂt the lnformatmn has to be: e
il thlnl\ o ]llst C&nI th:rnlx all Members of the HOI]SG ShOllld ‘ | o

- " stucted to. the commlttees

“The CIIAIR\IAN How can we correct 1t? .
““Mr. MOAKLEY. Mr. Dooling, how can we coﬂrreet that
M. Doom\c You can snnply 8y, ‘f* * *oras prov1
s rule 117 ‘ |
“Mr., MOAI\LDY Rule 11 clause2( )

- Mr: Doorxe. And pr ovide the c1tat1on

The CHAIRMAN.-

o ob]ectlon to makmo that chan‘re2 Anythm" else?

£ * 3lz” et:, -

. ben v1olat1on of
. "It hasbeen brouoht to m attentlon that tlus would L
" House 1ulee 11, clause 2(e)y which requires. ev en class1ﬁed mateual bc o

b : . e ) .
At
Ce b

'_i‘_-':.

“W1th1n or w1thout the’ ‘.-

T think it’s valid. as:you pomted out Is the]e any‘l.s | R

S graph?

1\[1 MOAKLEY Ml Chanman, Mr Doolmfr has come across a9 couplc,,f

: of things that may be he is more familiar w 1th than I am. M1 Doohng S

: do you ‘want to speak on the other change? R

> cotnmented-on w a8 that 7 1 andf

|- +12, I assumed were copled from the CIA Committee and set.a some- .
LW hat niove 1101d stand on seclecy than th\ls select comm1ttee mwht .

“Mr. Doorive. Well, theonly thing

want

- that comes in. But there is a question whethe1 the select committee

“wants to automatically consider eve1yth1n<r in 1ts ﬁles as’ class1ﬁed SRR
. ‘which is the effect of those two sections, LT

The Cratryan. O£ 7.1 and 7 2?
. Mr. MOAKLm Rig ht. -

S M ‘Doorrxe. Accorchnv to that even. a letter from the Natlonal L
Lea°ue of Famniilies would ot bé available as part of the publicrecord.. .-
“The 0’ ﬁrst paraw"---‘-‘-’f

) CHAIR\IAN What. about T.1% Does that do’ that"

- My CLEMANDOT That ] What he’s tallrmtr about
- Mr. Doorixe. Yes," ‘

-+ 'The ~CrHAIRMAN. T aoaee We took tlns from the CIA Select RS
'Comlmttee IR
Mz, Dooriv. Well the thlna is, Wlth the CIA Comnuttee, the1e § v
“nlmost nothing they’ cl get that wouldn’t be. SRS
The CHAIRMAN 1 ag1ee. I don’t want to class1fy anythm«r unless S

absolutely necessary.

‘Mu. Doorrng. The House rule would 01ve you the power to claSSIfy, I
 beeatise you may, in fact et some 1nfo1mat10n Wh1ch should be: kept Lo

“out of the public record. :
Mr. Vanor: Wouldn’t you, in fact have: to recognlze and ordor any |
classification that & document. had that comés out of a governmental

- “agericy, or wouldn’t you have to adhere to that system of classification? ~ !
‘ M1 Dooriva. Well. that's the whole controversy with the CTA now. =~

" The CuarrMAN. What do you say is wrong with this section, a,g;am2

"My Doorrxa. All that has to be done is just to say, “Atthe discretion
| of the chairman, any material received or obtamed shall be deemcd to
' have been received in executive session.” - . o
-~ Just the one phrase, “At the discretion of the cha1rman,” 50 you can.
" .. order something kept.in secret files if the agency submitting it asks
- you to; and you think it's proper That is left to. your]udgment R
o the reasons we put this in, we thought- it R
L there were some classified papers, that we had to have some rutles to
B opel ate.under. We weren’t looking for problems. |

The . CHAIR\IAN One o

Mr, Moaxiey. I think it-makes everything: clas51ﬁed though
‘Mrs. Scurorner. It says'all material Teceived.

- “* M. Orriveer. Why don’t we change that to say, o any materml
L PR TR .‘-and testimony received and: retamed pmsuant L
ded by Ilouse B

* LR
“Mrs.-Scurorper. Instead of “shall,” say “may.”

M OrrngER, < * * May be, déemed to have been rece1ved inexeou-
- tive sesswn and frlven approprrate safekeepmg, at, the chscretlon of the { o
. chairman,” RS
The CHAIRMAN OIx On line 2 of 7. 1 we: chancre the encl oi' the sen- o
e ‘_t onno from “shall be” to “may be .o o

- I think the chalrman has to have the chscret1on to class1fy materml‘ I‘ o



\h O'lTI\GER Ies and the fiist \\ 01c1 to any
~The CHAIRMAN. And-where-else?... ...

\Irs SCHROEDER. Scmtch “f\ll ”. the ﬁlst W 01d so the ﬁlSt \\OId lS L

‘ f.‘.,“materlal SRR L ca
o M OTTI\Gnn Iou can do 1t that na;, yes ‘_"" "ow nmy be: S
= deemed* wER Lt

The CHAIRMA\ And W het about the second “shall”?
* M, OrrrxaEr. Strike that. And put at the end—

UMy, MoagtEy. “* * * inay be deemed to have been receiv ed m PR
- _and % 4 ghall he * * *P—go the second “shall” is all noht |

“Mns. Scrmonnnn It's just the first one. -

" Mr. OtrIveER: “At the ‘chscretlon of the 'chzurman " Do you \\ qnt'

"‘jto put thatattheend? - |
R\ § ¢ ~M0AKLnY &s loncr as “at the chscletlon of the chanmen s_f{':

: '-.7'.the1e

- nmnlng or the end dependlno' on where you like it.

“ " The CHAIRMAN. Let's. put:it &t the begmning then. ok matenal ,
" and testimony * * *” and then strike the word shall and make it’ may R
‘All right, that takes care of7.1. What about: 7.2¢ - SRR

- Mr. DoomNe That isn't really aproblem.

The Cramaan. OK. I thank you f01 your sug oestlon l\ny othe1 g 1

T ‘c01rect10ns to therules? B |
Mrs."ScurorpEr. Is 7 3 the one “11616 3ou had the problem? It . [

“ - looks like you aré sy 1ng only our select comnnttee can see 1t and L
o yon can’t dothat. . .- .
7 M. OITINGER We put i 1n the sentence at the end of 7 3 say ]_n(r gy

ceptas  otherwise provided.” - - o '.
M, Moairey. Noj-T. thought we ]ust adOpted the House Rule 11 y o

kR ,clause2(e) in place o of 73, . e
© M. OrrINoER I thought \\e‘added at the end e "‘ * and except s

o prov ided in the House rules.” : :
“Mr. Moaxiry. But this cont1 adicts the House u]es

" Mr. Doouixe. Well, you can modify-it-to put;it-in complmnce by
B 1ust adding the phrase in the m1ddle of 1t e e or as prov1ded by.., .
/. House Rule 11, clause 2(e)2.” = - | R

o My l\rIO\KLEY All rlght 1f thatmll do 1t

. Mr. Orrxeer. Either way.
- Mr. Grraray. Where are you sugoestlno' that?
M, Moaxery. Section 7.3, at the end, T guess..

M, Doorava. It wold: stay c]osed to other than. the gelect com-"g',“j 1
" ‘mittes mhembership, select-committee staff, or as: provided by House™
~ " rulesuch and such And that.would make it. avallable——the onlv addi-

© v tion. that makes is to Membels of the House It doesn’t applv to then L

Cstaffst

- The CHAmmw If we ﬁnd other pr oblems in the 1ules. I assunie W R

T can corqie back and amend them , :
“Mr. Moaxwey. There might be a couple of m11101 clerlcal than'S that L _’ :

e haven’t spotted.

The CHAIRMAN. AInv other comments or clar 1ﬁcat10ns on the rules?.. S

. (“an we have a motion for adoption of the rules?

M. O'I'l‘I\GER Put “at, the d1scret10n of the chalrman at the be- SR

ool N

these
" Mo, O'I'I‘I\'GER Well I’ll second 1t : |
_The Cuammax, Tt is seconded by \It Ottmcrer

* You have heard the: lllOthll and the Second All in fmm mdmte.u-..f-.n».,,.,...

bs saymd aye.

Behyes n fmm]‘ .

pposed? - 1
- [No response 1

The Clmmmw I dont hnon nhether \\e need a second 01 not. on AR

The CHAIRMAN. It is adopted unannnously Thank you We do ha\ e Sl

some rules now. Asto the budget——

~Mr, OrmivcEr. You've got to do somethmo with. these rules, under L
‘the rules of the House. I forget what 1t is. You \e oot to pubhsh them R

-f 1n the Record, or something. -

- The (,Hunu AN, OK. We will follow up on that then ;
_We will take caré of that. That’sa good suggestlon e

o owe t

" As to our funding; wé have’ alieady filed the: resolutlon ltself It 1s5’-;~

before the: subcommittes of the- IIouse Admlmstmtmn Commlttee,- o

. headed by Frank Thompson. -

“We. plobably w1ll go ap before the comnnttee the l‘ttter partf.-“i

of the week. .

‘Let. me tell you nhat we did. We have. & budfet recommendatlon N

before you. We have asked -for $350,000. We'ad

adchtlon of missing. cmlmns It really is ndditional work. -

Ve have akey palt in there. We have $50,000 for consultants’ fees i

I think- thls is going to. be one of the keys to our select comnnttee

B ed $50,000 to it be-
. cause, of the. Ashbrooh amendment; we ended up with m01e by the.=-. e

There are some people that we could not have on our staff, but- thev 'j K
have %1 eat, connections. I think if we could have them:as consultants,‘ L

rem funds to do certain things—and, of course; that would be
' u%) to the select committee—I- thmh it nonld be one of the key. things

malking this select committee successful. In all this hunting’ of staff- - ..
chrect01s, e have come across some people that we could certainly .

cons1de1 as consultants, that could mean a lot to the select commlttee
~ We anticipate $160,000 in salavies. That's six people.”

" That’s o staff chrectox, two. investigators, a ‘vesearcher, & W11te1 /‘ PR

1esee1che1 a secretary, stenoomphe1,and typist. Consultants, $50, 000. " -
Traveling’ enﬁ nses, members, and staff, in the United States, $29 000 T
ited States, $35,000. Wltnesses travel, $15,000, f01 A

- Quitside the:

" total of $72;000. Office. and hearing operations, T w on't g0 nto, Co- L
~ munication equlpment supphes, I‘ecorchnn' of heaunws, printing of - - -
- hearings, and repo1t $63 GO0 Mlscellaneous, $5, OOO-—Wluch tot‘tls up - e

“to $3.)O 000,

‘On Dr. Iussmoet the ranhlng mlnouty membe1 and myself 'lnd:" o

seveml other ‘members 'of the select ‘committee, have been_ working,

twmu to get Dr. I\.lSSlllOEI to appeal before the select committee; 'He

to oet, this: tlnn% rolhm and he should be our ﬁtst Wltness

5ﬁ the recorc
.. [ Discussion off the 1ec01d J

isin Ne ei. York right now. We thinkwe’re got to have him hext w eel\ L

* The CHAIRMAN."As to the staff chrector, qulte f1 anklv we are W mh e

. ing v ely, very hmd on. thls but we hme had our stumblmrr blocl\s

\h GIL'\[ AN, Ml (‘haumen I move we adopt the rules as amended,_ e




© meeting, I will beright back." -

Let ‘i'ng}, s8) ,‘"ﬁ‘r(s't"'of:, all, '.tfhat“j.I am very pléﬁséd’; t0.be 'llere,\'\ﬁ‘th yoﬁ i
*‘today, and that ive in the Defense Department are pleased to have this . -

e ‘had about five good applications yesterday. We have:got about -
" opportunity to.ansiver some questions—any questions you might have— """ -

" three good ones now. e have.checked them out,-a couple of them,

~and they-just didn’t turn.out. - ..

~what you think about he or she, whoever we inight. come up, with. ‘.

~~ " I.think it’s best to spend g little time and try to come up with the

. right person. If we get-the Wrong person in-and.we have to move him = = ..
el kiow, as you become involved more fully in this in the course of your

"seloct committee work, you,
" been for us.” - 5

'-"_'v.‘on-a?f_te_r 2. months time, it would be bad for the select committee.

< Time moves along. This next Friday will be 4 weeks;'and we have:

I wish you'd start doing this: On your recesses, if you could do .

" this~maybe not for the first October recessthat comes up. but for the ...

Veterans Day recess, which is the latter part of Qctober—if you keep = . 1 ‘
rt-oL-th )-Tor Lh 1Vl nk the m X Sl and are f\s’ti_ll:unaccou_r\ltedf.fox{'todtty,'.ior' to
-, gomg to have to go to Paris, I think some of }"'011,51‘1"9-80111g'7t5"hi,l'"’.ﬁe'"-tO"'.‘"“""{“" e ""‘“*"'those-:whoﬁdiedvri11-~Southeasﬁ;,ASia;_b

<" go to Linos. T think some of-you are-;going‘toflmve, to*-go.t_o—s.ome_-o.fj b oo 111 ' be f

' ""f’pi.i-l‘t‘Of:-'thﬁ't*open-find-.é‘also-ff,o,i:T‘litinlzsgiyi,n2:,;I.§1?i_1}1<-the members are .

. to be important: I'think this will give us ano

. taking these trips, then we will slow down. but T think the members - .|

should start tilking about keeping themselves free.

7 Mr: Gruyay. Excuse me, Mr. hairman. I-have to'attend 'a rules: o

7 The Cmamay. OK. We can get a-State 'Dépﬂjlf.‘thléntl l'iai's"pr‘_;:mian',‘ o

" Monty Spears. I want to move slowly, I want to talk further with the - - 1

gelect committee. about. that. =

~“That's about it. We all want tofs'peai'{" up .3r11e11'*w‘efhear.-ffbin D )

'Shields today, ds far as the members are concerned, so that .onr re-. .

- porter can accurately hear what the members are asking Dr. Roger™ = |

‘Shields. . - -

... .Dr. Roger S_hielld's‘is"ffbmit“lle‘D."e-'ffen"s'e_ Dél)al“t‘llhen‘t‘. He is, inléfféc"t,',:;
. director -of the MIA’s and prisoners of war. He handled completely =
" Joss on the battlefield or in the air indicated that the indiVid“a‘l "did o

the-bringing back of the prisoners of war. He went to the Philippines,. - .} " . .
" notsurvive, and so he was deolared killed in action. -~

z.z”nd.he’s;been invol\'éd-‘in.this:from the outset, and we have been very .
" impressed with Dr. Shields. Most of you know him. T will ask him for "

* . some comments, and then we will be ready for. anestions. Would-you -~ :

| ) ‘introduce the other two peoplle--kvith“yo_u“' today, Dr- Shields? . .

" STATEMENT OF DR.-_'.RQ'GER‘s'HiELnfs,.',DEPU"rY--ASSISTANI__ B

SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

- Ray Vohden, who is the director of our Prisoner of Warand Missing -

" he is returnee and member of our task force. ...

| ---‘Ma.j._‘Edf\'wirdi:Maheyv'ofiﬁthe‘}\it"f Foree is also a‘mervhbér"of'the't'as‘k:"i' _57  -

~ force. Major Maney was one of the individuals in the Military Airlift. - .|
+ Command who directed the military airlift that brought our men back:
~during Operation Homecoming, so he al s0

"~in this area..

Tas an extensive backgromnd -~ ;

O L8l s ‘ St

- T believe. that by the end of the week we will hdve"somebodyv;“ailcrf'-"":“:" 'ritrf*-":-,abou‘t;‘-aour-role,;the_‘i'ole:pf,,the"Def.,ense_ Dgp@ytmﬁ;}@{gpr} military serv--. .

V0 we will try. to talk to al] the members about the staff director, and see -

- ices in this whole prisoner and missing area.

©. - We do pledge our full cooperation to you. We think that this seri- <
7 tiny of this whole ‘issue is going to be a very good thing. It's been & L

-very difficult job. You are:aware of how difficult-it has been, and T *.

are going to see just. how difficult it-has, )

Any kind of. advice; or “aﬁy“‘kiﬁd:“of ,1‘)‘rjogriuﬁ[6f action that can, be

_ suggested that will help break loose this question of an accounting. Sl
" for those people who did not, xqetu.rnﬂdur‘in% Operation Homecoming, * . -
11 '

, bring back the remains-of . . -
t whose remains were never re- :

oo 8O0 S | thi) e of you are going-to 2 —someof ~ - covered, will certainly be beneficial to-all of us. * T oo T
~. " you, with some of these consultants—might even be ableto go'to HanoL . " On behalf of Secretary -Schlesinger and the Defense Department, -
.. T.am-asking that you not get yourselves .t'léd{dmvh._I‘tlunkj1_t"s,g01ng~ . i ' ' : coilk.

dowi. 1 thinkb's | we pledge our full and-open cooperation with you in this work. .

_ to be- 1mportal 13 W ¢ us another time to get the-select ) - Now: I would just J,ike,vto,;sny,;y:,_cfouple,of’ hings, Mr. Chairman, if

committee off the ground, and if we think we are moving too faston | . it’s ]l vight with you, and:then erhaps get o to any questions that - -
- might be posed.. IR TR T T e

"Fhis problem, of course, is exceedingly difficult. First, because of

vv"f_t-li.e'.,mlmbersofmen{i'nvolved,-. S e T e
" "During Operation Homecoming, we received back almost 600 indi-
‘viduals ‘who had been held as prisoners of war. At the same time, we C

had ‘about 1,350 peoplé who Thad-beéen: carried: as either prisoners of .
- waror missing in action who did not return. - TR
T sddition to.that, we-had abou.1,200 individuals who had been. . -

declared dead, killed in action, but. whose remains were never recov- - -

~ered; In the case of some of these individuals, they were declared dead

" on the battlefield by competent medica] authorities, but becouse of hog= .
_tilities, we were never able to recover the remains, .. S e
In the cases of some others, the circumstances surrounding the "

We-are concerned: about those' individu als as well, those whose re- . -

. ‘maiils were never recovered even though they had been declared dead. - -
"~ So we are talking about some 2,500 individuals, -~ e
- Sirice the cease-fire was signed in January of 1973, we have recovered. s
" the remains of a number of men. Ve have received further informa-
. tion,which we:consider to ‘be-hard information, about some others. : .
R T R S P SRR s RN R BESRT * As-a result, a number of status changes from’ either: prisoner of
" Dr. Syeros. Yes, I will, Mr. Chairman. I'd like to introduce Capt. |+ ‘war, or missing in action, to killed in a;ition,',-have“been"ni_i_a‘de.‘ CRTE
| tor of Var P, | Wehave,atth pproxir _almost 9
~in Action Task Foxce. Captain Vohden comes to-this job with.a lotof -]~ . ~whom we:still carry as prisoner of war or missing in action.
" . ‘experience, not just from his ‘Navy background, but also from some |

is time, approximately 860—almost 900—individuals 3 i

At the presenttim'e‘t'he-dist'inctionwbetween -“'prisonen'of"War’.’ftind'- e

- 8 years-in North Vietnam as & prisoner of the North Viet.namesel.-'So Sl and “missing in action” is probably an acadeinic one. Initially, when a o

man became missing, we depended on the best information’ we had

" as to whether he should. be classified as missing in action or. prisoner .’

. of war. We never received any official communications-—-what-we con-
. gider to_be official, hard communications from the Communists in-

Southeast Asia—— - - L T P T A
|7 Wehayeto run up and vote. Why don’t we come right back down. .
e Ttsa recorded vote. Pmsorry: . o . o S




it Gevsh May Tack, frs, e those 800 all onvied on thepayrallt They were headguartered in Sufgon, and they did continue these
. Dr. Stueros. Yes, they are. . R T © - . talks; although the talks were ultimqtelﬁboycotted, for the last' more "
T Sliort recessi) et e e i _than a ‘year, s &. matter of fact, until t
“The CristRMAN. Go ahead, Dr. Shields. .. "the Commiunist side; S

. Dr. Smrrns. A ‘e TeC! ragmel i cendet SRS LENRNN. ] \ Lt01 se job 1t was
“information from North Vietnam and its allieg during the course 0X- . ° | work out the implementation of article 8(b) of the cedsefire agree-

¢ fall of South Vistnam, by

Jthough we received fragmentary bits and pieces of |~ - Neveitheless, we did have negotiatois there whose job it was to

~ - the conflict. prior to the signing of the cease-fire, we never-had any | " ment..The only cooperation we ever received from the Comniunist side = .

.
. .

" official hard statements unt11‘We-recelved_w.hat--.'we-'weré told was & - .1 . wasin the return of 93-men who had died—said to have died—in cap- -

* compreliensive list when the.cense-fire agreement was signed in Paris. | tivity in North Vietnam.‘We felt that, since these men. we o listed as

" Now. because of that, we had no better information than whatwe = ‘)" . ‘haying died in captiyity, that it would be a simple matter to go up.to
" were able to derive ourselves as to whether & man had, in fact, been " | .*" “locate the graves and exhuime and identify the remains, = ¢
captured‘dr,\ﬂismissing'lina;ctmn‘, S RNV (T ‘ ‘

=2 Y¥hen thelists were passed to us, we had some surprises, Oneyoung. - | . qnd “Operation Homecoming” brought our men home, we, in fact, did .

. Marine liad been previously listed as killed in action. He had, infact; - | " “havemen who were'allowed to goto N orth Vietnam, w
== hgsireaptured and ,we;weresurp1fxsed..to..ﬁnd_th%t.-:.;v;; .o . shown the graves of these men, and f01'ja,-'time,'it-1ooi:ed as if we were
. The man W ed out to have ! L AR ‘ ‘
officer, had been captured initially in 1964, but we had heard 1.1°t}}“-11g3: .|~ © Then,all of a sudden, we were told that that work could not proceed.
- more since that time from him—no Jetters to his family, no letters he: -, 1 .75 - About 1 year later, in November of 1974, we did make arringements -

" In May of 1973, just a few months after the cease-fire was signed 0
here they were -

ho turned out to have been held the “Tongest, il Army ’ "_.";”I""“f.'-‘"f;cjaiﬁ'g"f to Teceive: "ébb’p‘ei“ati'OIIj‘,'in"'thé**implementmbiombfm;afrticle«-s (.b)l..,,.f,;,'.j.ﬁl_-.._._;;..

had eceived;-and 5o: forth. We were suxpnsed,m & ‘}Y?}}f{ to. Lnow Uo e toigoto North ‘Vietnam, where we received the remains of the 23 indi- &

- +yidusls said to have died in captivity. -~ -

- that he had survived, and he came home. .

.+ e had some other surprises, Some people we thought had been cap- - ‘Weleft, incidentally, the remainsof one mn,bumednéhtalon%slde P
R 5

. 'these-men, but & man whom the'N orth Vietnamese identi

" "tured did not show up on that list and were not repatriated: " . ‘ ed 258,
. But 'we did -,brin% home - the almost 600 individuals. We left some = .- crewmenniber who died in the Wreckn%je{of his. airplane, He'did not die”

. " that we knew had :

een captured at one time, to include & coupleof - & | " ip captivity. Therefore, he was not to

) be exhumed and repatriated with

" individuals or s in Laos who o knew had been ¥DRiER] Inanother ~|" " tho other 93, even though he was buried with them. His grave is still - N
~ . case a young Army soldier had wr;tten-.a'lettqr;tllat had been recov- -l " in_‘N‘orth,Vi‘et;mm.‘Asjz far as we know, it is at the site we were.shown . ..
" ered from the body of 5 dead enemy soldier, It was identiied o9 his .~ | initially, In any case, the remains of the 23 were exhumed. We did -

" handwriting; and ‘yet this man, was never repatriated. So there werea | - jdentify them satisfactorily, and services have since been held for

~ " humber of men that we knew had -beel}'C&Pt‘lfe.Cl who ‘YGTB"nQﬁ .| ° those men and burial has taken place.

o repatriated. oo T e e e ‘
" In addition to those listed as having been captured, e had @ list - . |

" . - Now, to implement the accounting procedures, which we felt was - - =
. "going to be very difficult, we know that many of our men—most, 1 -

- given to us of men who had died in ca tivity, and. we found somemen - . - ‘ ,?&ctffwere'lqst in aircraft accidents, incidents, shoot downs, and so .
" that we had anticipated returning had; in fact, died 11 C&_Pthl,FY-, ,@Pd'_ R ‘forth. We know that in the case of high-speed aircraft carrying ord- - -

. that was the sum total of our informadlon. © .o ot L gL o - e
" . When these men were lost, ‘th'ey'were;lost\under,all conceivablecir-~ . - even to find enough of an airplaneto identify. ..o . s e
* cumstances. Some of them were lost on the battlefield, fighting as ~ 1 .. . So. o established the Joint Casualty Resolutions Center in Thai: =~

~nance-and other explosive munitions, that oftentimes it’s very difficult .

RO grounid troops, and disappeared, For others we had f&iljly gQOd _inf.O'i_"-‘.-" w1 land. Tt was originally set up in Nakom Phanom, which is central:to - - S

7 mation, buit wasnot complete. . - L o P TR . Noith Vietnam, to Laos, to- outh Vietnam, and to Cambodia, for the -
~ 5 -With regard to men who were lost in the air, i some cases they took | - purpose of fielding teams to go to the last known locations.of the men, "~

. off and the last communication from them was a report of turning out” -} .- *.. the grave sites, or to the sites of crashed aircraft, to perform the actual. - |

. of the trafi¢ pattern from. the. airbase, and nothing more was heard. - | ‘. field operations of recoveting remains, identifying wreckage of air+
* So we rui the“spectrum of possible circumstances of loss. . . - 0oL craft so-awe can identify the crewmembers of ,th‘at;‘p‘articu]fira,ircraft, ,
" For some individusls wk of T and are 1o ecounted “to's
- .. for, we have fairly good information. Others, we know nothing of'at.. "~ |-~ members. . -
G el S T RS St T 1 ‘ olution Len .
. 'Now, as you know, the ceasefire agreement did provide 1n article - | . * .men ‘who were experienced in explosive ordnance demolition workto - .
0 8(b) of the ceasefire document, for an accounting for all those \_vho.dl'd\_ |+ gointo an area, make sure there were no mines,or booby traps, orun-- -
% ot Tétirn, and for full cooperation in achieving the exhumation and: " | - . exploded ordnance was not there whic d exp nd har
* yeturn of the remains of those who died. Ll SRS I other crews, We then had people who were expert in crash site inspec-. .
L. “To implement article ] : ‘ ‘ ‘ 1 LeCRNIGHES &
. vas established as called for-by the ceasefire agreement, and we fur- o registration work: s

" nished military members -to that. Four-Party Joint Military Team. - | - . In addition; we had ‘established a central identification laboratory = ..

s who did not return and are now unaccounted - 1° 7 in order to see if we can ascertain what happened :to these crew: .. - |

" In Tine ‘with that task, the Joint Casuslty Resolution Center had

hich could explode and harm our " -

'8(b), the Four-P.;;i_ty iIoint:-Miii‘tafy "Tez‘ulﬁ oo . tion techniques and in the recovery of remains do the actual graves . ..

~ - where experts were located who could take"a set of partial remains, = .



‘I .“v ‘ . ! v ' ‘

.. " Four Party Military Team delegates from the United States and the:

. ‘namese_an ‘
. area—thise were all areas un

o South. Vietnamese delegates notified the other parties, the

-+ aparticular erash site or suspected grave site..

7 our people were lost in hostile areas not under the control:of friendly -
" forces, we, in effect, were not able to send these teams into the field -

- was. killed. 'All‘.tllese,-‘teamsr-were'-‘unarmedj and they wor ‘
~bands-clearly marked witha Four Pz}rty-'l\/hhtary Team device.. - . =
< This team was ambushed on the third day of the visit.at o particular. . .|
. site. The press had been'there the day befqr.e.‘Because.‘one.ofl.0.“1"»» o
"T-""ff‘“'ff’"’"m‘en~w‘as'-killed;-vé"'e-'deéi'ded.,not..t'o;sénd,;any_mggeAte;avrg‘s‘ 1nto-the nelc.
s we wers absolutely sure ve had good security, Since most of

*“These teams went into the fie ;
‘mas. 1973, one of our teams was ambushed, an

- unless we were 8

e agaie

e ork of the Joint Cesurlty Resolution Conter became L
"' oriented toward recordkeeping, trylng to sort out the intelligence: -
' n which we received to see if we could piece together what, |

.+~ information whicl
" happened to.our men._-
.. The Joint Casualty

| . " of Saigén: In fact, ou
7 Jeave. So we did have

1. We do know, in the case. of a civilian who was-captured in

- .

ution

ns who were captured. . - -

~and also some private cit1z

. 0. VVith regard to the other reports we have. réceived, we have never .. . :
.. Deen‘able to correlate them positively with Americans, with military
. ‘vhb-“wmﬂd:..still‘bégh'el'd,,c;tptive in ‘Southeast Asid. ‘We have endeav--* |
.. ored, even through the use:of such things as.-polygraph tests for'in- - - |.-
" formers who would come over and ! doutif -
e could 'pinpoint: these reports which- we had received so that we
“could refine them and say, yes, that's valid, wé are sure some Ameri-
* eans are there. We have never been able todothat, . " . R

tell us these things, to find out if

" We'have had reports and they have been. persistent reports. o

.

that this individual was there as

-well over-a year ago,

" there. Whether he is now alive is open to question. ‘We have not e~

- iceived any information for some time: =~

" and running through ‘their checks of dental ‘records and other com- - .-
~ -~ parisons, identify the remains that were recovered. - = . o
'We“hadf'a‘few"—of~these:teamslgo.mto.the.ﬁeld‘,in-.Sont,h‘Ygggx}_am. The. . s
North Viet- . -
1 the Vietcong, that we were going to: go. into a certain .. . 1.
" 1] areas under South Viethamese control—to lookat - .

o fou times, Then just before Chirist- |
' d one of our officers -
hey wore orange arm- .

the field - |

= Resolution Center is still headquartered in Thai- -
.. land. It is now at Camp.Samge San in soilthern.-Thalland,jand they, "

-+ gt -this time, are carrying.on the task of I“eﬁplvng.the;W().‘I‘k,LOfl"I‘Eﬁ‘m.I‘,l,g AR
© o records, and of correlating any ref)orts which we receive concerning. . .
. our men. The.Joint Casualty Reso  still in 1ce.

* The Four Party Military Team was evacuated during the evacuation . .
r- people were some of the last Americans to = . "}
, those: people. In Saigon endeavoring to bring .
_sabout this implementation of article 8 (b) until South- Vietnam fell. . -
" “Now. one other thing I should mention. After the signing of the..
icense-fire agreement, we continued ta receive reports of live Americans.
" eing held prisoner ii Southeast Asia. We know
_ 7+ ithat there ave Americans now who are held in South Vietnam as.a. *
. result of thercollapse of South Vietnam, some ‘Americans ‘who were - .
© . captured at Ban Me"Tlltlotéen,ot‘mi‘lit_ary‘—some‘Goxr’erilment civilians, . |-

Center is still in existence. - .-

without any-question . - " | ) 1 ‘
. this country in ‘'which the wreckage. and remains are not Jocated for

‘.. many years. B
- "So we know in some.cases it’s

Laos |
W : ‘ e as o tourist. The *
.+ "Pathet Lao have denied. any knowledge of his capture, but he was. -

.. Homecommg. - - oo : SR \ .
“We are still trying to evaluate the reports. The information we re-' " .
: ',.;,;.z.'cented_lms.'di'ied‘ up substantially since the fall of South Vietnam, but
" we do know that at one time there were Americans who, were slive, .
- who had been captured, without any question, who had been held
‘.. prisoncr, who were not returned and who were never reported ashav-
. ingdied incaptivity. . - N
- _Now, in all'of these cases,
" or the last information e received, goés back

- ied in the shoot: down of

A tbymame.s o e M
" In other cases, they talked ab,out'inCide‘l'lt_s.‘although-.nqueﬁti‘,o'ning? ‘
. the individuals by name, but with everything pointing to'a specific - -
' incident, and .we. are confident that they:do have information’ which = : . »
- theycould passontous. - - e T
- They do have remains of Americans. We |
" bodies of several Americans and some grave sites—as I mentioned, the .~ -

{ .- also very dangerous,
" /who'is untrained to go into the crash site of ‘an
' mage through the wreckage. It's extremely dangerous. oo
1t does require trained individuals. We do have that capability. We
1. would prefer to go '
| . ourteams on the.
. ternational Red (%

'-._“..V",;I\jeverthelesS,.jve did receive reports. We ‘\yd‘uld‘t,ry'fandltx‘a;ck these .

.- Teports down as best we could. In some cases, we were able to prove =~

... without any question that the reports were not valid. In some cases
e tfhe". rgpp_rtsj,correspondedt to our-men, who had been captured. priorto -
the signing of the ,cease-llﬁre’ and who'were released during Operation

=

to the early-days of the "

" yvar, to 1064, 1065, nothing having beenheard in the interim. . * - .

}=~~-"-r;"-~:~‘W!_1¢her:.-“t,hosefincl»iyid 1als-are-alive-today- sia-imat,ten_'of[cmjectﬁfe,.k;;:.'..f,',:.,._;;_‘i_;._.l,i'_
* . but, in fact, we do o

‘one B-52 crew member who was buried with the remains of the men

" whoseremains were returned, T e
- So information 18 there. We lnow, on the other side of the coin, - .
“that there-are probably a substantial number of men who were lost, = @

about whom North Vietrian 4nd its allies have very little information, -

~‘men who were lost in isolated areas, analogous to airplane crashes in o

=]

o A'fullé‘s't ‘cooperation from.the :PRa{ :the DRV, and the Pathet Lao,
- 'and so forth, it

will be extremely difficult, and would involve fieldwork-

o track down the whereabouts or the fate of some of our men. -

. It's very difficult work. Tt requires. trainied people. If you l'éc,o'\‘rer: R

' " remains and you are untrained and you miss the parts-that-are the
... key parts, that enable us to establish-age or identification, then often-

' times that: precludes the possibility- of going back and doing ‘further”

T ,“""01“1{. So its got to.be dQI}e Well‘. Its got to be d()nQ Wlth ‘C'!.l‘l'e‘ and it’s”
swhen we have unexploded ordnance, for someone - .
aircraft and to rum=". -~

round, accompanied'-by'anyone;—members‘of theln- -~

$)y

the last known whereabouts of these men;. .

.- but, in fact, we do know that at one time they were. We doknow that =
- North Vietnam and:its allies possess, I would say, a large volume of = * «
~* information about-some of our men. In some cases we monitored radio- .
. broadeasts in which they. mentioned them by name, saying these men . . . .
<] diedin | their aircraft, or these men were buried, or el
" these ‘menperished, or: something like that—mentioning individuals . EUR

have h‘seén‘ phdfbgl'ﬁpiis'of ," :

going to be difficult, Even with the

t0.the areas where our.peéople were lost and to put .~

0S8, ‘q"eﬁ‘rta,i‘_nl‘y the local auth’oritieé,‘-arild the officials |



| ."fjif"'“f"ii"ﬁ"y"k"i’ii‘d"‘()‘ffilitelliggllc'e‘activ-ityfto'd(j‘-tl‘livs.,wonk.ﬂ,:.,;.,,,A;; S SN I
" {t’s o humanitarian work. We stand prepared to dq’i‘f."_l“-",iph‘_tlllat,'lep‘_; RN B

o of our stay in Saigon. They were outside the defense attaché.office’s . .
‘compound in Saigon and an artillery or rocket round hit their posi-* - |

in the goveinments of the countries where our men arelost; andanyone: . -
else who would careto go there to make sive We are not engagmg m - . ‘

mé turn this over toyou. - - |

. The Cumamrmax. Thank you, D1 S:hi.ie_“‘l‘c.ls..'I.c_)i_llyt ha:\-jrc i.tlllu"e.e: brief -

* questions;-. .

T talked to you ihfdfmalb@"antll’ym_l'were'quit-éventl.ui‘Siit‘stic about the = = [
. gelect committee: You thought that we could do some goodl ;l,l_ldth&t you. .-

. did need some help. I assume you still feel thatway®.
~Dr. Smeeps. T certainly do. I personally welcome this. The position-,

o of the_DePar,tment of Defense was that .\ve.'We‘lcome‘tlﬁsjnqmry also. - |
1

- "We feel that certain things need to be 'est'_abliShed.fotf the record. We

- are proud of our efforts, the things that we.tried to do, and we feel that e
"""-'"tli‘é‘-‘f‘tabbrcliisone’which»'should~be-madq_public..,_,.-.’_, R,

. there are, we think, three or four American deserters in South Vietnam
~or Cambodia: -~ . o B ORISR

o "Dr.;SI-nELbs.'”Well',.ive:know.'fohe.man‘ who deserted. That he wasalive .~ |

- ‘ago, prior to the fall of South Vietnam.
information onhim, - -

. Our last reports befo;;_éjthg' fall of~VF_S<“)11.t"1.1"Vi¢tijmi1‘1j indic}gté‘ he \\as B n

“there. . -

R Therej-lmve':'beén"repor‘t’s‘ of other deserters as ‘ﬁrell,“'w}ios‘é 1dent1t1es i A

;- we:haven’t been able to‘"es'tab_lish.'f'I"he'-mtmb'el",‘.of course, is. anyone’s .
- ouess. - L L ‘ S T s SR
(=}

® 'Phe CizAmRMAX. We know we've ot o tough job. We know there . . |.

" are three that we thought we were going to get back from Hanoi, and. .

L yo_u'-were,handlingﬁthat; aird. the two in Scztigqn.l.Oqulld you briefly - R
.. comment onthat?.. - ‘ SR ST S

. D Smizros. Yes. We di(l,i‘_ééei\jé‘infbrxha_f‘idn"tlmt-thé ;No,l"tli Viet- .
-+ namese were ready to répatriate the remains of three men. We had
" fairly good information on these men, I believe two had been declared. .

illed in action and onewas still carried agmiissing. . .

to: bring about ‘the return of .those: remains: They had indicated to ..~

" Senator Kennedy that they were prepared to furnish that information . . - [

" applications for membership. . - . Lo - L R
- “Their response to us was: “e are still prepared: to do this, but we:
don’t think that the time 15 propitious because of the things you have:

- done and your attitude; our people wouldn’t understand this,” and: |
CUUSQOM. S e U R
" This is another indication of the information which they have which ©

" they could give us, and we are confident that. they could giveusa - | .7
- substantial amount.. . ’ DIER T

I addition to that, two y‘b‘Un'g.m'zi"rihes ere killédﬁlin the ‘-‘ﬁﬁal“‘days' =

- tion. Twoof the three marine guards were killed. . ¢

" of those two individuals, but we

o \s'elze‘_tqld:vthat‘they were buried, perhaps by an American who ve- o

'~ mained in Saigon. We are trying totrackthatdown, .-

- We'have no official contact there;:of course, and wo are:forced:to -
- work through third parties, and it has not been effective., .~ .. -

-1 should also mention that, as o .result of the military action on-" o

- - : oo | onthe helicopter. So those aré our most recent R AT AR
"o I TR O YN : e /0N LDE LELCOPLEL. ) ! ) ecent three misging in action. '

" Thie Crramyan. You didn’t mention deserters, but you told me that 1 - The CiiAtRa AI\MF“Gonzalez‘l*“/Sb )

e le’.l.G‘ONZAI.:EZ- So in tern}'s,‘-bf-n'umbers,‘x'vhzit or:how many would - - '

Lo you feel there is reason to believe are}alive{? s S e

. in-South Vietnam, and '-then.'s,ub,sequentlg' in Cambddidf"Siimé"mdnths“-'“ el

He was segn.'\’\,’e do have good |

' o " There were men alive at one time. Whether these wien ave still alive

~* heard nothing more.

. : P ’
| . | . | e
. e |

] -\V:'e; ll{_"nq\v-‘tll}:i.l‘: "'.fl"i'ef.m'na_i}is' “k')_f.t]'ié.f\\'fo: j‘n.ai-ilne's Ax\‘"efev t;ikéﬁ t.'o'thé.»"
. Adventist Hospital, which-is close by-—formerly the 3d F‘ield-,I‘Iospi'-‘ B

" - tal—and we have been trying to bring about the return of the remains

hiave not succeeded: in that as-yet..We- :

marines .were part’ of the military forces that were put ashore’on '~

- - Kotang. Tsland, three riore marines entered o missing status.. These -

. Kotang and when the troops were all back and an accounting had been ..

- made, it was found out that these three had last been seen gomg toward

g helicopter. They had been moved in from the perimeter but never got B

" Dr. Suicros; That’s tlie most difficult question '6:f all to AnSWer. My B

“own feeling—and anyone working in this area simply forms hisorher . ...
~-own judgment-—frankly, igone of question, . - o RS

"‘orndti"s;mopen'qugstion. e L
" There ‘sre. men who should have been captured, who were alive, -

- having successfully ejected from an aircraft, who were:seen alive.on. * .

... the ground, who talked to the men in the air and said, “Here comes the . - L

enemy, and Tl see you when the war is over,” and of whom we have

Whn you lools af the other side of the question; North Vietnsm, the

. P.R.G. and the Pathet Lao haye steacfastly denied there are any living .~
- Americans held prisoncr ziow. They make very fine distinctions as

- @V yegards a man who died in capitivity and a man who was dead-whenhe " -
- was found. If youwdied in captivity, your name came out on & list. Tf - - .

- B R gg%gﬁgn;’] your nl%mi}lls not on a list; and if you were buried alongside.
- We \\-f‘e-ré,prepared;to.,dO”zmything the North Vietnamese requested . | | 03 other mén in North Vietnam, your remains were not repatriated.

I really don’t know: I think that the only: way to find out is to.put
our people and the experts in teams who would bé able to'go to an area’

‘ ‘ ! . , o RO Ty s " : "‘ald't ¢ e peoble Tie o fa 3 TP ISP 1 - B vion
~ and.to get on with this, This was just before tho vote in the United | nd talk to the people on the ground. That’s probably the most fruitful
. 'Nations in which we vetoed South- Vietnam's-and North Vietnam’s © - |

source of information, talking to-the people who live.in the area, the

o “indigenous residents who know something about what happened in.a
© - ‘particular time, at-a particular place. ' - R

o As for how many men are still alive, it's certainly possible that some .
3 1l11.e{1.l,.are, but throughout this whole thing we have not been able to put::
" ¢ur hands on a missing man who is alive and say he is alive.. ”

Tl give vou a.quick example of this. A helicopter pilot was shot.

o down, with his. crew in- Cambodia; Some ‘members of the crew were
. taken prisoner, were repatriated, and told us about the other members
- of the erew, The one min was alive, but had a badly infected leg: He
“was taken out of prison camp in'very bad condition. We were'told he

~was taken to a hospital. His name.was given'to t the ,an
~ ‘was taken to & hospital, His name w given'to us-by the P.R.G., and
o 4.;]‘1]3 was identified as having died in captivity. The Amyericans who were

-~ there with him felt that was probably correct, that he did not survive, -

TS JPC. YL, £ S A




© . We received information from an enemy: prisoner or’ defector—I- .
" can't recall which=who told us of an American who had been taken . -

- into.a.camp-at such and such a time, at such and such a location, and | ocause (CONLAUEU SUPPORL D7 WDT - ¥ Ao 2 - 3
et LI iz i 2 Presidenty and- asJong-as-he-was. there he-posed -an-obstacle -t i

" had died of his wounds. It all pointed to that man.

© " On the other hand, we were ' told, from & source who had access,
- without any question, that Prince Sthanouk, in China had beeirsent. -
g telegram’ from Clommunists 1n Cambodia; and in this telegram the = =

" Cambodian officials identified two men by name as having been cap-

"+ tured and were being held at that time; Warrant Officer Varnado’s .- . |-
- nante was'on the list. He was the man that the others thought diedin - "}
Coleaphivity. o
7 Now, all of our information indicates that Warrant Officer Varnado . - - .
1 died; that he, in fact, did not.survive. We feel that telegram was ' - - .
‘eitlier iricortect or was misinterpreted by the individual who sawat; . .| -
“buthe. did see s telegram, The names- were good. In fact, it’s thebest - " "

o you—officinl and unofficial? =~

% Dr. Sueros.. Well; we'can communicate through third-parties...
“Paris, for example, where the North Vietnamese and the P.R.G. have .~
- representatives, is a-good place for us.as far as communications are. .
S eomeermed, i L e
- ~Third cotintries can make inquiries on our behalf. The Unjted Na-: . .
~ tions, for example, lins some people in Saigon who have been working =
~“on the problems there, and we can communicate in a very low, and. =
" probably ineffective and inefficient’ way, through that channel.”

""" Paris is probably the best place for contact we have, the best. -
©occhanmel oo oo e S L S TR
" Mr. Goxzatez, I there any direct coritact, say, into Laos yet, or1s .-

~ that also shut off? -~ -

" "Dr. Smierps. No; T am remiss in not having mentioned Laos. We. * .-

“aye still il Vientiane, We have an Embassy there. We have officials . .- -

. iho ave charged specifically with this task of accounting for the miss- |

. ingfromourside. . 0 e S P R
We do have contacts there but the Pathet Lao, in effect, run that .

~ government now: They have not hicen cooperative in any, way at all;

Cmuchss

™M, Goxzarzs, Well, hoi reliable—bow helpful are those contacts ™

“in Paris? - -

ERE Dr. Sn;sws'.if tlunkthatthey pbteilt'i‘a‘]_lvy'z_tirve- ‘v.'e.ry Hvé]‘pf,u]." If we |
.+ begin & dialog and we, can continue the dialog, it will probably begin. - -~
" *"in Paris and Paris will probably remain a major. point of contact. = . -

SR As of yet, it hasn't been especially helpful, because-we have really
" -been able to do nothing. That really is the record that we had in Sar- =
gon, where we were negotiating across the table, face-to-face, inthe

T

" Four Party Military Team forum. -

" tions, based on article 8(b), that you referred to? .. .- . -

~ - “Mr. GonzaLzz. What is the reason for the bfe‘akdo"wh‘ir_i‘th.é‘riegotviaf R

‘50, -although' we have contacts, they really haven't availed us very - "

Mr."Goxzatkz, What fliiie’s*'6f*‘7éQ'rrir'hu'1iiC“?it“i'QIi"a'lfe."')"Ot"flj“’ﬂilﬁble’to"f” D Sty ATy e T
- T N - ¢nce of the Vietnamese refugees in our

- else—they would always give us a
- . .and prominent. in that list, was the question of economic reparations.

- .say they want to.go back to Vietnam?. : T R P
-, Dr. Ssmpros. That is. a. very interesting question because that is -

. another hiat that I-wear right now in the Defense Department. Tam' =

. "the Defense tepresentative on the Inter-Agency Task” Force on .

. Refugees.” . -~ - o T S

~““ontheaccountingside. o T o 4
0 Mv. Guyri It's not my turn, Mr. Chairman, but on that point, Mr.. -
- Gilman and T were'on Guam and talked to sime of those who did want |
" to go back, and I think just today theres on the bulletin board an an-.
_. nouncément that there isa boat:ready to take 1,600 back. It will takes - .
~ ~couple of weeks to get there, and they have ilready made plans,. - -
*.Dr} Srumeos. This is our last-alternative, We are hopeful that the -
. TUnited Nations' High Commissioner for Refugees, who is coming back ..
7" from Hanoi today, will have worked something out, That is the Iast ...
~ alternative, really, and it’s not a good alternative, but these people are :
S gctermined to go, and it's been & very hot and sensitive situation-on =

. Mr.McCroskey. Dr. & _ _
" ‘Back in 1978, in January I think, this Congress probably would have -
| - voted.a reasonablé sum of money to get our POW’s back. I think we
.- all felt whatever our views were on the ]

- back was of crucial importance. .

"+ - Two, that we did not allow for the free transit of Communist au-"

- thorities throughout South Vietnam, They also wanted to erect-monu-
~_ments and memorials, and. that.was blocked. Until these things were " -
- done, and these-other conditions had been met, they couldn’t go for-. ~ -

Coward in thisarea. Y o IR

.~ One point that ,th,e\Co'ml,nuli.ist:s;list\ie alvays ‘ni‘ahd'e"- to LiS—"-z‘uld,lif;ﬂ" .
- “you will, g0 back ‘to the negotiating history in Paris and anywhere .
1st of terms which they required -

©" Dr.Suicos, The breakdown, of course, came ear]y'and at one point g
- we were told that : One, we were not implementing the cease fire be--
‘caise of our continued support of South: Vietnam, that Thieu wasstill = - -~

~ "That, of course, was key, but it. was a whole series of things, and S

~tliese things would change.

-+ example of intelligence we have ever had in which people were men=""""""" -'j--j---—j-.-l‘:--f-»}“--v‘--v.—‘~-W~hen-vS0ut11~‘--Vietn,ami-féll,f-the?--qtlestion;.Of-QIhieui‘-becamei..m(j(‘)t s-the
" tioned ‘by name as having been captured. So- I don’t knowif any = | - ' R AR

- “missing are still alive. T can only:say that:we haye to find.that out = - .|
. through investigation, - . " oo 0 DR

(uestion of access to.that territory, the same, - -

" “nomic reparations. . -~

-~ The'question, then, became onie of diplomatic recognition and eco- -

- Mr, Gonzavez. Is.the. otlier side Taising any issues about the pleq L

d Y

~The Crarraian. M#. McCloskey .

country, particularly those who

"1 Wa have.about 1,500 on. Guam who did want to go home: Waaredo-

“*ing everything we can to get them back to South Vietnam; They have . . |

© been told they are not welcome, that Radio Hanoi, for example, has -

- snid that they are not welcome back in South 'V ietnam. We even en- .-
~_deavored to make official arrangements through the U.N. and other - -
"vays to get them bacl, That hasn't really seemed to be an issue though, *

Dr, Shields, I want to ask a very pomted questlon S

o war, that getting the POW’s -
- Now we have got a given number of liifé bodiies, we hairé,gotl‘:bo'dié's R
' of two marines ﬁmt.we‘ know ‘of, plus a‘nunber of remains, plus the . o

- opportanity. to identify and finally determine the remains of a number



‘of air crashes that we haven t been able to mspect but probably would R

..1f we could: nefrotlate

- i -ther would- probably want to work out..

o oet, o fecling that they. would like to see. what amounts of a1d are Lo
", .going to be forthcoming from their own allies—the Soviets and: Chm- SRR
" ese, and so forth—-and in a sense, see what the traffic will bear. .. .
- Mr; McCroskey. The dlfﬁculty with this' question is that. is ’there o
* anjone who'can comment on this other ‘than Dr. Klssmoer’f Isn’t any. o |
. other-comment sort of subordinate to what- Dr. Kissinger’s past ex- « - | .©
L Eeuence ith them Has been,’ what his: chscus91ons w1th them hzue. LA T

een ?

should have been alive; you'd better bring himback.”’

1 to understand what “happened to that md1v1dual |
We ure pr 3 axec {)lt)hmk we w111 underst.and e i

'. - and if & man-did get. shot trying. to escape,
that ‘That is regr ettablc, but we will understand it. -

~But the record now is so convoluted, and so chstorted and 50 fulll, R
o of deceit. T point out the Pathet: Lao record ‘of this man who smug-" -+ | o
" gled out & photograph of himself in Laos a year or so ago; incon- - .- |-
. t1 overtible evidence that he is there. Yet the Pathet Lao records say |
- very clearly. and oﬁicmlly, e have neve1 heard of tlns man; we have e

~never seen him;”

. 1 think that:the ‘ouly kind, of accountlncr that will be satlsfactory to. :
SR famllles, in-the event that we still have men left unaccounted for—:. " |-
Co after North V1etnam and its alhes hzwe done everythmg that theyu

Co plementmo any

~ . Dr. SmELns. He cettmnly isina posmon to speak more rtuthorlta-_. o
o t1\ ely from the standpoint of thie-history. of the Paris peace talks.Tam. = =" |
© sure, of course, that was. mentioned at that time.- I would only say o
this, that uhen we are talking about an accounting that would be ©
L acceptable, we've got to consuler the.families of these men. We've got . R
_ " to-consider meh w ho should ha,ve bcen 1epat11ated as prlsoners of war, -

" from all that we know. .. - S
- : (z)b\ iously, men ‘could have: been lnlled after havmu been captured.; |
- as a result.of an escape attempt or even- as o result’ of bombardment o

. - hy-our.own forces. We understand that. T think that we have made. e
"+ the North Vietnamese, the Vietcong, the Pathet Lao, et cetera, under- -
" stand that we don’t e}.pect in all cases to. say, “Here's a man who SR

R say that they cant do—-—u ould be for us to place our own people on the S
- ground in those countries to do that w orh ourselves, ..+ " RN
b 7| I'mnot sure that there is any amount .of money that we could pay C
- Tg there- ANY-WAY-We: have of- d1scussmo what amount of. money we;}; North Vietriam that would allow us to do that. . ‘
LT ‘mloht pay, and what might be acceptable, to the “Tmth V1etnamese to.
o .open up th1s line of commumcatlons? ' S
.o I get the-impression that if any- repalatlons are pald that ‘e are un- S T
S 1ll1n<r to-discuss them. We don’t want to intrude on Dr: Kissinger’s - R
e pos1t1on, but we don't think that he's very sensitive &boul} the, mattel
7 of getting these remains back, or the identification. .. - :
o How do we . discuss’ amounts of 1cpar'1t10n’Z How is it ne«rotmted? L
o How would we try to f01ce an openmo up of commumcatmns, as one_‘ e
< . ‘House of Congress? - ]
D SIIIELDS 1 believe, in the course of your ‘work-as & select comm1t-, o
" tee in-this area, that you will probably try and develop some communi- - Pl R
- egtions- with-the-Conimunist-officials. who_vould be_in. a_ ])OSl’tIOH . B SR
answer-that’ quest1on As to what they wait speclﬁcally, T don’t think ST
- they have ever told us. I don’t think they have talked about amounts. - - e
T am not sure that they even know themselves I thmk that issomething - .-

‘Mr. McCroskey. I have 1o fmther quest1ons
The CramyaN: Mr. Gilman? - C
*Mr. Grrarax. Thank you, Mr. Chmrman D1 Sluelds, w ould you.

tell us what the status isnow of the JCRC?

- Dr. Surerns. I'd be happy to. It's'in Samae San, it has moved down =

o from Nakom Phanom Airbase, which has been closed. It i is. operatmtr L
" "now. We ha,ve no plans to close 1t or to send it elsewhere. . = - TR
% " 'We recognize that we are moving out of Thalland and 1f it. should,,
. be that the Thai Government, would refuse: ‘permission to allow the
.+, JCRC to remain there, th'lt we w ould hme to- 1eloc‘1te, but 1ts worh i
~ . is yital, though difficult.
They are dom(r a great ]ob It 1eally is the core orfranlzatlon for im-"
' Tund of an accounting. So it is oper atlng, and- we an- -
e t11c1pate that it wﬂl be untll we' clearly see thele Is nothm(r more we can' e
Ao Mr GIL‘\IAN Are all the records the Depm tment has in the hands of
-_,the JCRCE: .
7 Dr. SurkLps. No; thcse men. who are st1ll m1ss1n , or prlsoners, are’. "
- carried on the volls in' many. respects as if present and accounted for, - .
-~ Payroll re¢ords, records of famlly support and these kmds of. tlnn<rs L
_+ are not at the JORC. .
- The records they are ¢oncerned w1th are those whlch would enable o
~a'team to go‘into the field and-locate the last known location of that - &
*man, or any indications that he had beeni ther e—records liké serial num-

bers from srdearms he' carried, serial numbers of aircraft, mforma,tlon

- plates that- you could pry off an enome of a crashed an plane—tlns B "
g Lmd of thing, - '

* M. Grmr AN.. Have all the records that the Depar tment has recen ed
with 1e<ra,rd to information that would lead to finding & missing person - - -

" 'been reviewed by the Department and filed and cftteo'onzecl2

Dr. Smecps. 1.will say yes, hopcfully When Ts S8y yes, and hope a‘

e fully, let me qualify that by saying we are talhmo about v olumes, w1th U
v 1corard to any man. ¢ SR

s In SOme cases we are tallunor about reports that may 1elate to 100 or. -

900 different men. They are very vague and general, They talk abouta . -

- certain time period, a certain general location, and a certain general’
" description, We may file that. one report with 200 different 1nd1v1duals
. -in the hopes that ultimately qometh1n<r more will come out which will =
. allow us to say, “Hey, this report is talking about this man,” at w hich
. time we would remove that file fiom the’ other records. We are inithe..

- process of refining. those records. I amsure that there are pieces of in-
. formation somewhere whicli probably have not been put in the ploper
- .niches, But:I think, when we falk abont that. we shonld recognize that g

" we are talking about millions—literally mllhons—of documents

Mr. Qrrivezr, Would the gentleman yield? ~ "
Mr. Grrarax, Yes. I'd be pleased toyield.

o Mr, OrriNeer: I got-a.report, and theles apparcntly some mis-~ o
o understandmd on, behalf of the Leaoue of I‘anulles of the \[1ssuw i



K. o of their oﬂicels came to my place and saxd there W ole‘ o
| “-l}tcetrl':ﬁyobldxes of material that had not yet been gone th1ou<rh or
... filed.Ts thereany basis for that at all? : L |
D, Sueros. Noj there isn’t: T think that sometimés we haw ag orrleat
© many- mlsconceptlons on the part of the families, as well, as, to.what o
" Tkinds of records e have and where these records are. T don’t believe - - .
" that we have any records that we have not thoroughly e\ammed—-m s
_ most cases, three or four-or five times and even. more. There sacon- ol

Y ,tmual review of these records o 12
My, OrrineeR. There.is no mass of unexammed materla

" Dr. Suzrps. No. We have a lot of general reports which were-ex--

~ . amined at one time, classified, and examined,.and-so forth, and ‘were o

*. put back into a-general catefrory It’s some: ot' these oeneral reléortls

-+ that T was refer rlncr to, that were not put in the files of 1 any: deIf lﬁl S
" I.think that the Work of the select commlttee will show, hopetully,"

 information three, four and five: tlmes,

- anywhere,. We have gone so. far as'to go: back and question sources of

5 " kinds of checks: ‘Bt no, we don’t havesuc ﬁ es; -

S o’ CuarmAN, Why don’t- we do this. If you can come back, .I T
WoId}]]d appreciate it. If};rou can’t come ‘back, T will understand. W hlh BRI
" “we have Dr. Shields here, if you have any mote questions, you should. .7\,
. come back, after this vote, I will be here. If you want to ask him ques- ]
. tions—T think we ought to do it.and get it on the lecord s much aswe
. can——butI will understand 1f you can’t SR L

['Short. recess.] -

~“The CHAIRMAN, The select commrttee Wlll come o order We are o
RO p1 obably going to have another vote; but we can. stmt again w1th quos—\ :

" tions. Mr. Ottinger ! Why don’t you go ahead.. .
-~ Mr. O'I'I‘Il\GL‘R Does the Department of Defense haver any posmon o
3 mth respect, to entering negotiations with the North Vietnamese, or = -
Laotians, or Cambodlans, to try and move: tho issue. of the mlsemw m o

- action off dead center?..

' 7hen'- o

Szeros, We have' mamtam out nefrotlatma capablhty W o

th?I‘I S. delegation to the Fonr Party, Team Jeft Smrron of course. that R
- wastheend of that aspect.of the nefrotlatrone o L

. " a\§Ve do have that ('aleablIltV of goine back to neootmt lOllS but I thmh L

- if you are going to talk about the military entering. into discussions: 1]t o

" ought to be along the lines'of article 8(b) . This is the agreement, which - *

e had As faras we are concerned, that: aspect, of the aereement still

" remains in force. That i§'still an unsettled questlon and it dld prm ride o

o all we needed to have a satisfactory accounting.

- M. O’I'I‘INGFR Artiele 8(b) provided for the nccountlnrr The Northf:v",-“ S IR

. "’TIannrnpqe say. “Well. that's just one-article of the, whole agreement,

" and there are other things that are p1ov1ded f01 in that eettlemcnt:_: ‘.

. \\hwh the ITmted Ststes liasn’t done.”

-The ouestion is, I don’t know the deares t6 w lnch the Dopartment 0 %

. Defensa makes the determination. It has to be. T assume; o joint reso-.
- . Intion between the Defense Department and the State Department. but.
g0 faras von can sneak for the Department of Defense, are you mlhntr .'

o L to entcr those neootlatlone7

(rlaphed them, and other : .

" that the military services; and thie DOD in: oreneral -and-the- Statle ]zle- B——
" "partment, have. ‘been' very vigorous-in pursumo any kind of leads.

Dr. SHIELDS We dostand 1eady t0 llerrotmte From the standpomt ot -

negotlatlons, the Defense: Department obviously would not be the L

negotlator as. far as questions of recognition and any other kinds of -
- things which the North Vietamese mlo'ht wait to negotiate: I think our. -

neootlatmor interest would be’ concerning the 1mplementation of the "
field search. We are the ones who have, expertise in that area, We
. would négotiate the responsibilities with the North Vletnamese to clo‘.

thls kind of work, and we do stand prepared to-do that. - .~ - -

. Regardless of the. :parts of the agreement that remain unfulﬁlled-
now, clearly the concerns about President Thieu and support of South
“Vietnam are no.Jonger i issues: As I see it, article 8(b) really Is: the one -
 big issue ‘which for us remains unresoly ed ' :

V.[r OrriNeer, Can we g off the record?

. The Cmarrman, Yes.~ - S

- [Discussion off the record. ]

_Mr. Orringer. We can go on the record for th1s I wonder it thewl_,;_ S

"seléct ‘committee “couldn’t have the documents that were swned I
haven’t had a-chanceto read the—article 8 (b). ‘

. The CHAIRMAN “Wewill certamly try to get them I see 10 ob]ectlon . .
“Dr. Snrxrps. We do have a copy of the cense fire aureement, andwe: . .

m]l provide that in its entirety to you, if you would liké.
* Mr. Orringer, I think that-would b

thls, that focusing on Article 8(b), which prov ided its own ‘implemen-

~ tation in the form vof o Four Part; M111tar Team, that:was specifically = =

" to address itself to that art1c1e 8(b),that thrs article is sufficient as far - . -
- as-the Defense Department is concerned if it were implemented, to- . -
brm;g ‘about the satlsfactory accountmg that we need It 1t were done, ST

that’s all we would need. ‘
- The Crarnman. Will the trentleman yleld the1e2 :
M. Orrrnaze, 'd be glad to. . B o
~ The CHAIRMAN. Its a completely new ball game ‘over there and I o
t]nnk you-are just going to have to take othe1 approaches -
“The sele¢t committee can't malke policy. I think if we concentrated

- our efforts toward 8(b), that we would be. slowed down'a lot. I think" - L

\\e are going to'have to take other approaches, Dr, Shields.

Dr. Sureros. T understand that, Mr. Chairman, but-I would‘lllte to
pomt out that this is the most’ comprehensrve provision ever made in. -

any cegse-fire document, as far as an. accounting of the missing:is con- .
~cerned. You can search in-vain as you go back throufrh historieal rec- -

-ords and'T doubt you'd find anyth1n<r as complehenswe or ag spec1ﬁc L "

as article 8(b). "

* Had. article) 8(b) been‘ 1mplemented we Would have had onr ac-

countlnor It may very well be that that whole issue is moot now, but -

* we do. at least kriow that the North Vietnamese at.one time agreed to L
' cooperate as far as an accountmg is conicerned.” .. SR
Mr. OTTINGER. You don’t think that becanse it ohvmuslv hasn’t been o
successful that We can ]ust vet an audlence W1t11 the \Iorth V1etnamese _' e

e very important for us, There R

. is’some feeling that’s been expressed by some members of the select . -

comnnttee that there were ancillary documents in. addition to that .=

- treaty, or understandnws 1eached Do.you hive any 1nf01mat10n abont TS

a?yhot}%el afrreements that w e1e reached attendant upon the swnmcr S
. of that ’ L

Dr. Snn:ws I have 16 1nformat10n on that whatsoever I do know



" their hearts’ content.

L to do, bt also. to ‘document the vrecord. Lt |
. Allégations have been made by orgfmizatio‘nsv.’and”‘inclij\{i_d,ualjs. that | -
L re done or were not done. 1 believe that, for the rec- = . -
. ord, it s useful to point out;that the Tedson we have not achieved an. - :
g ' | 1ack of diligence on-

" certain things were done o
- "+ the part of the ‘Government.. -

. think at this point. if we are going to achieve prog

- and say, “Look here, you agreed to A, B, ¢, D, and E, the most beatiti- "~
. ful, comprehensive agreement ever made to return the prisoners, an¢ . -
" you have. agreed to £

- and- tlley~~i1'mnginm.t'o"..s‘ay;AAyes?,._:Thatf‘s'.t he. problem.

- Dr. SHIELDS. ‘I,tﬁink'th‘-ab you should know, as you go th
“work in the select t:ommitltee,'tlm,t'NOrth Vietnam has never indicated

" that article 8(b). was not in force; that they have never, in any.way, at RE :

. any time, ever attempted to renege on that agreement.

”

| $ay.. this, then axticle 8 (b) ‘may ver - well be the vehicle for an account-

“ing, You may want t
article 8(b). -

-7 As T-understand, most of those Teasons are gb’ne,tPreSident.’,I‘hieu'is' FR|
""‘j"f"f'-"-;noflon'ger-—in;iS'outhXietnam._Tlle;Commtlnists control South Vietnam- SRR
. fully. We are no longer _suppl'yingmili't,‘ztry""311 port; to anyone; They -}

" thing else they want, to . C

_can erect monuments, and memorials, and any

=

" acconnting is not because.of any duplicity or-any

M. Orriveer. T wasn't intending {o imply that. T think we ate just

~ faced with a very difficult situation. Circumstances have changed. T
t] ‘ aressin achievingour -
“discuss the things |
“that. Nort'h,‘_Vietnam.now_];want.s'. even if that isn’t proper and right. - 1.
. perhaps, is to olitain fromi you, from the Defense Department, the nec:
essary information we need in terms of location. status, whatever doc: -
~ umentation you may have. In terms of dealing with the Vie‘tndtnesé- o

*donl, we are probably going to have to sit down and

“in terms of fulfillment of past-agreements as we seeit. - -

N

~ . Dr, SHIELDS. Well. certainly, Mr. Ottinger, in terms of achieving - -
"0 “the sticcess that we want—and that’s really what we are Jooking for; -
.. not really defending records. but in achieving an acconnting—we cer-- . |
. tainly have to look at:the full spectrum of things which might bring . " |
. thatabout.” .. e TE B

"o Mr. Ormiscer. As far as 'j'ourainput.intb, that, is that decision made . - |
-2 solely by the State Department, or does the Secretary of Defenge have . |

<.+ aninput into that decision® - - e o R VIR E
*Dr. Srrierns. The. Secretary of Defense asthe individual primarily

 yesponsible for these militaty members, would certainly have an input * "

" “into that, without any question.

" Mr. OrrineEr. 1 otiess we slioillti '-g,et'ffthe:; S.ecfefary- of -I)efeﬁSé to -
¢ome here. then, and. express his point of view, that we would hope

" that, informally, he could be helpful in seeing if we conldn’t get this |
st’art-evd, and at least find out what it is th’ejNort,h Vietnamese

| process.

s, and now ‘we expect you to live up to that,” N

o look-at their reasons “for not. implementing S

- of the Defense Depart

DeIpartment SRS

It would seem that:if we tried to pursue o o estion in this select
mo Bty eem. that: 11 we tried to pursue the question in this.select .- -

“ oS0 their reasons for 110t‘iniPiéfﬁeﬁ-tiiic ai‘t‘i‘c‘zl'é'é'(l'.))f'ﬁre ‘lai'“g"éiy &bné,‘. e %(;n:;ngllrtl?edgiltlhz %\){%ﬁ‘\a’saﬂlrop@ghl@l}te;.Defe,n'seJ.qupmftmel'xt, vo woold
" and T think that; they have always indicited o US that that article - 5 ¥, and it must be done through the-State: - *

" 8(b) was the basis for acting on this issie, L IR

" But beyond that, T would say this also, for the record, that it’s im-- - 7

- “portant to_us in the Defense Department: that this select committee

vo-forvird. not-only to achieve an accounting, which is what we want. o

‘to be able to achieve the objective of getting an accounting.. - -

rough your = .- The Cramruax. We will come back to you. Mr. Harkin? . ... .

.

- Mz, Hargix, Perhaps j A

comment and question, to Dr, Shields—that that would seem to be * - o

They‘hiw,e snid that “WWe stanc ready to implement ar‘ti;:l_é“Sj(b.)"‘if\f‘ © .7 based.upon the letter you received, yow and I me . yecelv
 othen Things e domel et citer you received: you and other embers oo e
"1 think that if their attitude were sucli that they would continue to

' . Ty

!

are preparéd to do and what it is they would Jike to see us do in order -+

. would seem to me—and I’d like to direct.this question, ‘A combination

. from Pham Van Dong—that this would be the proper purviéw of the. S
- from Pham Van Dong- his would-be the proper purview of the. =
- State Department, rather than the Defense ,Departmeﬁt, considering:

ust ohe 'fOllO\‘qu)' on that, Mr. Ottinger. It~

~ that they have outlined what is necessary for us to-get an accounting ..~ - )

| ... . Department. I'd just like to have any ¢oms oM FOU ‘
T R Qurror e (oot lo e 0 ;,y.Qomme,n,ts_,from_,y_pu(on that.-- -~ - =
L _fh‘Dr".S,I,HELDS'. (Certainly we.are prepared, as I indicated, to furnish> " . o
coiﬁgﬂp%v‘;@ d'tolgo in.the field and physically accomplish that ae- .
. counting, W do havo that expertise 3o have fho 1070 base ngces-
perts in terms. of ordnance, that type of thing?

" Mr. Hargiv, Ex

- rof the MIA’s, and they have outlined it ‘in terms of contribution to - o

. healing the wounds off\\jar'——'wlia‘vtm'ér‘.that"ni'ayf Inean-—post-war ques- B
. tions, that type of thing; which seems to ‘me not to be in the p‘urVic:{4 -

ent,. but - in . the purview . of “the . State: .

" Dr. ‘Suizrns.The physical work of accomplishing an .accounting.

i thz}t,"s right. If the authorities'are given us, we can—iwe ave prepared -
- toimplement the kinds of activities which we are allowed to undertake. w
| - . Asfarasnegotiations are concerned, our Four Party Military Team
-+ was cliarged with implementing article 8(b). It was never given the -
latitude, nor should it have been, by the cease-fire agreemeﬁt to dis- -

-cuss other issues. So it never did that. -

T think it. would be improper for.a militn . negotiating team to get
1 think 16 would be Improper 10r.4 ! ary negotiating team:to get
| ,I‘I}t\%“fhf_;ef]{.l.nds of questions: That should be the State 'Drépartment? IR

‘M Hariiy. I see, perhaps, on this select committee, our procedure . - .- L

‘

. correct.

T have had & number ‘of families of MIA’s 11 1y State who have
I have had & number ol families o1 .. 's in my State who 1 |
| *written e, called me, and asked me why, for esample. an MIA who.
‘l.mg.l.)ve.e.l:l;‘]l.stgcl s an MIA for a number of years, all of a sudden the * -

" interms.of obtaining a solution to this problem, : done.
/. in'terms of ing a solution to this problem, t ' g
~onadifferentbnsis. .. "‘-','1 SRR _}la‘t-h"‘.s't? be do'-}l“e'»‘
. lt%m;qg;hhl)et Itfl \\'Q%I'g,ngilg.tO.get;into-f(h'ege other questions ofwhat = o
it may be that the 2 oyf;hﬁ_\/ letnamese réquire now, T think that 48 - "

Do I have a conple more | intites, Mr. Chaitman? T have justa.
- Do 1 have a co move mintites, Mr. Chairman? I have just' o -
“couple of other quegtions, . - RERREREA T f}\gl]us‘.t‘ b

CM:-;.HAR_I-;L\'-.I} seems to-me that they outlined in that letter-to
. Congressman Ottinger—to be sure it's vague. but at least it's o start-~
S ';;’Stp\o:il}tfm]lere Iwe_can startto necotiate with them. Of course, this.

. dsn't vour Tealm. I-am. ansious.to get Dr. Kissinger > here and find
CISG alm..1'am. anxiouns.to . Kissinger.up here : L
_out what he is-doing. .. SRR R 1 o e‘q‘ndﬁn.d. ‘



PR .stﬁtﬁs“isrchang'éﬁ. 'to'.clés.tcltf?.()"ne ;'juSt;'flmlt‘)iieﬁéc_l this ‘x‘veék;.CoL‘ »Leétér-'::
| Holmes. He was an Air Force pilot, shot down May 22, 1967, listed

Lol ps MIA. Status changed on July 23 of this year to dead: " " .-

- of kin for a review of a particular file; Is that the situation? = -

-~ "They said there’s been no new information, nothing has come out,
- and'all of a sudden, bang, the status1s changed and they want to know .

why, -

C. D SHIELDé'.":Leﬁ me juSﬁ ,deScri\b'e“.very'brieﬂ.jr \’vl_l_at““t:llie pohcy is - R
©with vegard to status changes. This is e sore point with many 'of the

.

¢ families, because many of . the families would prefer that a man’s .-

*status not be:changed. Indoing this, we are goveried by law. The" . .
" law indicates that a marn—this is section 555 and section 556 of title

~+ 87, United States Code. and it's very gpecific with regard to its provi-

"sions that o man:should be declared dend if he c'ami'(')‘t;}re‘asonab]y be Bl

~ - presumed to be living. - -

i the missing status. -For_example, ‘witli regard: to men who-were. lost

C..." over water, we carried a.very extensive over-water search off the coast
- 1 of Danang, using side-scanning. sonar. underwater television, We
© v found a ot of debris, & couple of aireraft in which we were interested, -

"“.and which we could identify, and partial remains in.one case. Some

things led us'to believe that, in-at lest one instance, & crew in fact - .

\

o did dieinthataireraft, ~ -
", T other cdses, we found nothir

no avail as far as positive information was ‘concerned, and the status

- of these individuals was changed.

Tn some cases, it will be based upon new information. based on ‘in-: .

" {elligence reports which indieate, even though we don't have remains,

“'-'(lied.v S

-what happened. It's new information and it indicates that the man n

“Throtighout the couise of the conflict, the services have always . |

7 honored the request ‘of the primary next of kin, as opposed to the - -
- gacondary. For example. if a man is married. his wife would be the ™

-primary next of kin. his parents wotild be secondary.

We liave fonnd, often, that the situitions of'a w1

"+ find sometimes-that; because"a power of attorney has expired, they

" -gre unable to sell proverty, because they ‘can't pass u clear title. It's o

' hardship on them. They: can’t continite on with a new:life: Tn many

..+ cases, there are- young children to raise, and it’s very- difficult. After..
- a certainperiod of time, witli.very negative information, many times ...
the primary-next of ki, the wives, and in other cases the parents, will:

remiest that the services review the case of an individual. -

+ . The service will honor. the request of the primary. next: of kin and :

il veview that case. If their review of the case indicates that now, .

continued negative information and n'Tong passage of time. with very

“ % Aittle hope of further infqrmation.‘a man now should be"d.ec]:'sired dead. |

- that i done.

ot o M Hargv T see.

v

. There-re-a-numbet-of reasons for_which a man's stats can be . |
| * changed. ‘With regard to some men, it- was based upon the aetual T
.. ..recovery. and]identiﬁ'c'ntion"0fvrema‘ins;.,Injother"c;a_ses,"it' was based ...
" upon an: analysis of the incident which resulted in the man.entering - -

y o, Théy were Over water, -and we. - |
. felt that we had-cone evervthing we could to effect an accounting, to.

: the f;e-.‘aﬁ,dif',lie‘pafénfsﬁ;;‘
. ‘mav.very well be totally: different, and that is-understandable, Wives ©

© The review simply is the process of the Board examining that infor-

*that should be miade.”

‘more reclassifications; is that correct?

" some 40 sets of yemains.at our identification laboratory in Thailand.
© . After a long, arduous. procédure, we sometimes, after holding these
‘“"iremm11s--"fo1"f){eal-s-,--—vwl-.lll-1dentli-y;rtllo'sev-.reilxalns....'I‘,hen“._aj_status,;.,clmn‘ge_.;';

“would be made.. . .

- :statiis changes. We emphasize-that the case.of each man is unique; and,

. rogird to that man, not'on any mass basisatall.

of MIA%.
kind of. accounting for their troops at all, that were lost in the South
or anywhere else? - - ST T S LT e

* yecently. acknowledged that they ev

e for that. .

" Mr. Hargas. '1111(1'(.*.1‘5("&11'1‘;1,; L

part of the Sonth Victnamese before their Government fell. they stood.”

. Vietcong soldiers who died in the South Vietnamese prison caraps: So
" there was a basis for reciprocity..-. oo S
. The Crratraran. Mr. Gonzalez?

case, hag the family”
. Dr.Smiers. Yes. . - -0 v
“.Mr. Gowzar¥z. They were? -

.. Dr, Surzeos. Yes. In fact, due to a Jawsuit which 1".c=sﬁl'tﬂeﬂ in athree-

e

o Dy Sinerng:-The families asked for a review, as opposed to.a change. i .

" The CHAmMAN. In effect, vintil 't.‘hé".ge'lle'ét committee.dos its work
- and malkes a report, it’s the genera] feeling in the Defénse Department -
‘that, unless there-is o family request for review; that there willbeno™ -~

5 Mr. HARKLY. Oneé Tast question, please. This: Jetter here: (.‘hat I;;hf;tv"ef,‘j. :
- nlso—maybe it was an ittached letter of somebody else on there—indi-, .-

" cated som_eth_mg.:ibont‘tlm-' North Vietnaniese had tens of thousands - *
- Has there been any indication on their part that. t'l'iey.‘:w':int Some'

ready to aid North Vietnam in this work. As a matter of fact, they
offered many times to repatriate the remains of North Vietnamese and: -

o+ Mr, Gonzasez. T was just going to interject, in connection with that -
" (uestion, here’s aspecific name where a chanoe has been made. In that.

‘judge panel modification of the Missing Persons Act, families are. -
‘given an opportunity:to appear at o hearing prior to the review, and"

- Tho Cuamrax, Let mo try to clarify. Most of the ones yoiu have: .
“» " yeclnssified have been‘as a result of o request from the primary next” :

[

- mation again, "The-Board makes a decision, not the family member. - )
“That the families ask for veview, rather than for change, is the point -

- Dr, Smens. Unless we have new information; For example, we have - - -

" But.we are, not, and liave never’ contemplated, imaking wholegale "

-+ ng-you-in-this select- commiittee begin.to delve into this, you will find"
" how true that is.Only in cases.of multiple members of a crew of @ .
. osingle ,'ai‘rcraf.t_are-.cii"cnmstfml'c"e's the sanie, and if anyone got out of
. the'aireraft, they'd become divergent immediately. You must look at -
~that one individual's case,:and the determination has'to be made with. . .

D 'SIiIEr,ns'.vWe]l,*]lis'tft'o‘ the'."cdlitl"m"y.-vjNo'rtnh Viet:1i£irh-lihs Av_oln]y,'_
at t ent had troops fighting inthe South. -
* The fiction was that they were never there, so they could never.ask -

- Dr. SruzLps. "The Vietcong, fo1o\ample litivé uiiidi'cat‘e,d’ t.]l_x.at"theyﬁ o
. -are concerned about their people, as well. For our part, and for the

been notified and told why the change was made?



il familics have the right to examine all cvidence regarding the case
.and to present any evl

b0 present o thetr own. They may waive that vighty if they so desiie, .

but they do know, -

bt they A0 KOt you referred. to this ln, title 8T, as if thereds
 Mr, Goxzs y‘re'i"nftlmt‘laiv, someéthing mandatory. Ifthatis @

" something impelling the
T the case—that is; t

" could say that aboutall of them. ... - -

. Drp: Smos, Well, it could. The law is very clear on this point, T.he. -
‘ course. is. when is, it obvious that a man 1§ no longer .

. question. of course, is, Wl

. alive? That allows for discretion on the part ofthe s:.ell_jvi'ce l‘Sectjletary s

" asto whether a status change ismade ornot.

Y . ‘ : 1 te tht have received ERTREN
- Frankly. béecause .of the:numerous lePOItS t,hat,we Ay T T
Frankly, because -0 | rrug,;,beca.l_}sevof.the‘-r

- of ‘men being alive, even though they. were s0 Vag
=" whole murky ‘b_ackgrour’i'd‘*df?thlsja;rewllm_'hlcl_rme

+ " periods of time without any communication. even withont being hel% T
" Trith other Americans, becanse of the record of duplicity, we have ;an B
felt that the time has come to-go ‘fo;{s\jm‘d-‘ with 3 .ge‘nlezjlal' series of -

T yeviews,

" Mr. Goxzarez. So thereis a fairly wide area of latitude or diseretion - -,
: : ' d I'hope I am not. taking'too.

" in the law. In connection with that—an
" ‘much tire, Mr. Chairman—- ‘

The CrAmAN, This is an important area we ha

o very-mhuch connected with'all of

" of the prisoners or erstwhile prisoners accounted for? Did we settle

" that? Ts that formally over, or is that still'a continuing question? -

“Dr. Stueros, It’s a continuing question in the minds of some 'fumll}es,;‘
A IS0 A from the wife of o B-26 -
. ‘bomber pilotiw%'ojwas lost in the Korean war, whofhs‘;d‘-qua,d:s_ql,nethlng‘ -
in the newspapers about some information we had received from lthe:, -
People’s Republic of China. She wanted to know ;f 1t ’pert;an}“ed to her

A year or-so ago; L received o telephone call

" husband. Her husband is declared dead.

- -This is'the human tragedy and that’s what we are talking abput. Tl.le‘ -
roal individuals who have real families, and when you meet these fam- .= "}

.ilies-and you talk to them, you understand how horrible thisis. "

- This fine woman had lived all these years, even though her hugband -
“"had been declared dead, in hope that. sonie day 'sl,l‘e‘\,wouldl; l“mz_uj some: -

- thing, and thiat perhaps her husband was al ive.

- She. hiad received & telephone: call 10 years ago. from someone In - -

~ Seattle who said, “I think your husband was seen.somewhere in sach

" gnd such'a Province * * *_gomething like thﬂ.tjf—crl,l"fl .'k111§;15f9f SRR

S ‘thing's;-bu't,that‘remainsﬂ‘liveffor.theSevfamllies'.'; _

. As far as Korea is concerned; there are 389 ;11e11?'iyllose fate we'are -
" not able to ascertain. They were declared dead, but.what happened is " i

- yery murky. With regard to the other men, we feel that we do have a

. fairly good idea as to what happened to them, but 389 men Still' arenot .. ;. "‘
- satisfactorily accounted for; but they are all declared dead.- .

M. Gonzarez The files are officially closed? .~ -

© .. Dr.Sumwos. That'sright. = .~ = "
©MriMcCLOSKEY. Till the gentleman yieldd. .
M. Gowzarrz:Certainly. = . .

dence or any kind of testimony which they desire . - '

© o Mr, McCrossey. Could we get from you a squire a

" compare it with what we have'on that?

Lo ‘

“catégories in the former wars—Korea and World War

})raiSdl of the |

e criterion that you described briefly—then you .~ “ 1

navere held forlong . © "

B e got to get into. .
. Mr. Goxzarez, The other da *T asked & question—and I'think1bis ~
. Goxzates, B with all o “this—what about. Korea? Were.all - . 1.~ S SRR
hers .+ The CraimMaN: He should be declared dead = - . - .0 R

i N
Lo

e

o

' "I know, he should niot be put in a missing status. -

" ,.dead and were never recovered.

- Inthe Vietnam war, \ve',are'taikihg ahout 4 fraction of that peI e
_cent. We are talking about less than 5 percent. This is specifically due- -.

' to the fact that the war was different 1n nature, involving small unit. -

actions not so. far from the main lines, and so forth. But also because

“of the great emphasis'that was put on recovering the remains of Amer-
icans and finding out what happened'to them. - = = - i

. You:will find out that welost Americans in search-and-rescue opera-

tions.. We have, on_occasion,.lost foyr. or five to-recover one. We did . o
* everything we could and the record, I think; is amazing, in’that we -

- site talking about so few people, rather than a much greater number. -

. The.Cratruax. I could see one area this select committee could help .-
szll}:by“ %ettmg studies of the other wars and reclassification that took = -
_Place,

~* mittee-recomimendation o1t the matter of. change of status might be

~Dr. Srews. I think I indicated to you that my own belief, in some

.. cases, was that perhaps the services erred in carrying a man as missing - . o

“in the first.place..

" Dr. Smerps. Again, you have to recognize that in the context of the ‘

~ . moment, at the time: when we knew so ‘little, those individuals were .- s

“making those judgments based on that set of circumstances. -

Tt very easy, s » Monday morning quarterback, to go back and say

that never should  have been. I had a former member of the Nav
‘Blue ‘Angels team who is nowan airlines captain, describe: an inci-

dent. in- Vietham.in which he. saw-one of his wingmen hit with a - N
‘missilé and blow up’in-a ball of fire. He came back and made his.-

‘recommendation to the naval officers in charge of casualty report: . .
This man 18 not coming back, he is dead, there is no question about it. There "

_~ Well, the review board.listens not only to 'One,j'maﬁ‘but f'(.)'al Tot ,df

others, and some others weren't quite so-certain. They carried that..
‘man as missing in action. And, in fact, he was returned as a prisoner. .-
* of war: We have movies, which you may” want to ‘See-sometirie, in -
" which is shown & gigantic explosion and then nothing. Al} the pilots . -
“ . in'the aren came back and said there were no chiutes seen, no beepers

‘heard, no indication that anyone survived, and yet North Vietnam = |

s had these men-on television some time later. So that was the environ- . -
-ment at the time, and you just can’t second-guess this kind -of thing.. . -

. 'Mr.' GonzaLez. Also in connection with the Korean war, did the' =
Communists use’the prisoner issue as.a pawn, ds they have in this @
case so extensively? . o7 o T T T

I--s0 we-can .
~-Dr.-Sn1rLos. We'll be very. leas_ed'tg,ddtlmt‘;:I,l,thi‘nk,,C,olrigr‘esfé}nié_ui,,,,;-,,,.4_.,_;
when you look at that record, you will find that in the Korean war .
~ and in’ World War II, about 22 percent of our casualties—and T'd. .
have.to refresh myself on the num '_ers,who ere ultimately declaved '

Vhile we liope never to become involved in another war,a com- """

‘i3 no doubt in 'my. mind. I've been flying too long a time, I'm a good 'pilot,,and", o



_. m e ;W_.__t:_tha : . . ; 2 S

e ews from this conflct, but they were not used in-the way ouf -

U omenwereuseds L o g adaia s ooc dtdbotinthe |

I e oo for ex robably didn’t permit that 1 o ,
‘The periods of time; for example, H’ ogu‘ ng’en"who were lost in 1964

LYYy S

o Dr SHIEL])‘J T don't’ believe thit the

FiSOners ‘were u;ed, ll‘nlthle o

ot b 8 ) . 3 ‘" . . Y" . . . 0{ .

L Dres AR 7o .y nk-you will find, 1f you l00xX. -
: ‘wav -during the Korean war. I think you ¥ o Son :
_-same ‘way durmng t-the-prisoners were _given abysma].treatment, 5.

B first: place. If you look at the recor

" " been over. . -

©he North Vietnamese really didn’t begin at first to use Tliat, ﬁ’f o
A AT C et until 1969 that this really.

>y Hilt up anxieties, but 1t"‘\,\‘_asln.ot‘ulrl‘t‘11 hat 818 T€L Y.
e vning public issue in.our own country. By that time, ..

_ knowledgeable way, other than not giving us any word.

S them. mOTe. V8, ‘ ‘e then came Of b= . |-
R géic}if?f(ﬂay““W.ell,a,re' you going to forget about these men 1?1.;0;1‘19}; S
 to pursue an fmmoral wax?" I was just trying to.recall. I know ab: -

"~ Korea would haveheen over; -

S ‘GonzaLEz. One of the reasons:it hd‘.}\as_that it was used.very: . |
o adlsgli‘iﬂs? gr; &lf:\mg Americans"visit . FHanol and . make;--contact_”mth. .

o quite & number of our men were in Communist camps in Chmadur el
. ingandafterKoren, ol opae
© D ips. There were 8 Small‘numbe‘r'oflme‘n;‘g‘ 10 were in China. .
SR :]l\)ll;' %‘T;;ELEZI never rémember'the ,dehbemtg,gse.'of: th;s, as m t,he B
L e Vietnamese WAL, L o e it
o gas]gl,? fS?IlIeEL\;;e Xs 1 say, the history of the Vietnam war was dlﬁe’l“eﬁ& 3
S The i‘,im‘e: was different. 'Captain'Vbhden', ‘how,‘..l_ong dld-you;spe. L
..~ there, Ray? - e P

Captain VoiiDEN.'Almbst 8 years. =

- Dr. Surerps. Before the Vietnam

‘ ( R Kol LIV ‘whoecame © of- .
i ouoht o attention on that. If you will-talk to the men who. IR
o ggﬁgt;guf?\?illlls'ﬁnd(that"a'fter'v 1969, their 'tl'eﬂtment‘Af‘.hd.‘Ch‘”ng*‘.. e

. The Cramearaw. Is that correct, Captain®
" Captain Voupen. Yes, sir.

- D Qurerps, There are man men,Irtﬂu-‘"fd ‘V'?tl.‘; -and maybe I
B 'taili)ll-‘vgl?iﬁﬁ)geelgthe*Salme,'wgy——that prior: to that .'~Cl}ang9t?f t'rfattbi |
" ment, they had no confidence “that. they would have .continued £0-. = 1

survive the rough treatment. After 1969, they felt their chances of sur-

o vival were good. They didn’t know when they were goin to be re- T

‘patriated, but they didn’t feel in imminent danger of death. ... .-

 Pr Griacan. Dr. Shields, how meny C?"f,sggd}émfé_'bée}l changed in - |
Lo M e KTA since the war started? . o |
o St-%‘f-; grigirgngglcan’t give you the number since t'he.WM,'S.t@rte.dy_‘_’ﬁ R

o : s B Yt ming O e-fire.
.+ hand. T have figures since t.hg.,‘s;grll,_n'lg _of,the cease-ire. .
e Palr\l,h G'ILM'AN?AH right, slnce‘the signing, tfhen.

war, the longest an Americanhad +

" "heen held prisoner of war WfalS:: ‘about.?;l/z‘yeﬁrS-,In-‘Vlﬁm,@fv_ﬂrnlt was .
e han bavice that length of time, - n ot
< 'ln%getlf}:&rﬁv:f: ']);oblemgof course;'gh&‘? \ze kn%}v .thl-”‘t}’ltlllg it}?: (flii;gsb?é e
" “.treatment were horrible, In 1969, Secretary LAC Pi ¢ blic: prioE .

S ppecs cond t his out squarely in front of the public; priot . .
- press conference that put this out: aietly. The feeling was at that -
" to that time: Tt had been worked very quietly. L1835 e
e e had to do something to keep these men aliveond that we

encé which allows you to say this man died on this

" proceduref. = - . -

© .. Dr. Suxzrps, No, we have not stopped the presumptive finding pro- ...

" ' cedure. Presumptive finding generally could be made only in the case . =~
* where' primary. next of kin wrote to the service Secretary and said; - ..

"+ “Would you please review the case of my husband ot son or brother”—. . = =

*. " whoever the relationship may be. When those letters are written in, - -

 the services will review 1t and they may, or may not, make a presump-

-, . Mr.:Giumax. For all other pa,se"s,;“.you'.\véuld withhold any further = -
BRRAR oy fhe s propafan'dawise', it was & tremendous valie, because it . |- procedure on presumptive findings, isthat correct? - .t

ua,blebecausethepressul'e thenca‘me on our' - |- : M:I'.GILMAN. HOW~many fcr;j,sh .gites- are thereoutthere, thatthe . ) .

-armed services have. pinpointed, that we: still haven’t ‘been-able to.. - * .-
< investigated o ol e T ot e
-+ D SkreLps. I could give you the numbers on that. I don’thave them. ~ .-
- with me right now. Would you know that, Rayt. * .. o0
.- Captain Vompen, I would say somewhere arcund 978. . - =
0+ The CHARMAN, Is that-for Southeast Asia? " = .
. Captain Vorpen. Yes; sir, all of Southeast Asia.

“Dr. SuwLos, That’s essentially correct, .

" Mr, Gmaran. How many gravesites are there that we know abQﬁt |

- that we haven’t been able to inspect or.exhume or repatriate? . . |

fairly-loose as it is with regard tothe crash sites. - .-

" Dr. Sumups, Qur state of kmowledge with regard to gravesites is - L

" Wewould know about gravesites only because of information, some- -

.. times very tenuous, which had been:glven to us or in some cases be- . - .
~ .. cause we had been:told one way or another, perhaps through photo- ~
- graphs, through documents-from the Communist side, these kinds.of . .. -
- -things, At a later date I will provide that for the record also, to the .. .. = -
< extent of the knowledge that we have on that. . .= .~ e
"I would like to add that.we have visited some crashsites whichare ..~ -
- still of continuing interest to us. We were not able to do the thorough " - -
- job that we would like to have done because of either hostilities in the -~ - -
| -area, or we inténded to go back and for one reason or another, we were. . -
| - - unable to get back—say the area changed hands. Some sites-we have .-~
. visited and have inspected but still feel we have more work to do.there, ~ -~
.+ M Giatan. And where-are these crash sites besides Vietnam? = - - -
. Dr. Smerps. They are in North Vietnam, South  Vietnam, Cam- -~
| - bodia, Laos, some in, the People’s Republic of China, as a matter of = . =~
- fact, and maybe even some in Thailand, but we don’t know.: A
.+ Mr, GiLMAN. Dr, Shields, how long have you been engaged in this .~ .
" workof trying tolocate the MIA’s?. - = .. - T
* - Dr: Suierps. Almost 5 years: . -

Mr. Gizman. Do you have any recom

' Dr. Sumps. Thero have been 509 status changes made since the  * .
* ceasefire onJanuth'y.;27,‘ 1978, Of those 509, 142 are termed reports of = = .
" . death based on evic ‘ ‘ § o
-—date: That-would-include recovery -and-identification of remains-ag-one -
R fsiv'r‘zlxy.Of doing:that. Of that number, 367 were what we call presumptive " -
e f djngs,"”-' - T T S f‘" T
. Mr.Gmyax. Is it my understanding, then, based on the statements™ -~ . .
_and 1965, in many cases were never. acknowledged as prisoners inany - - | loduy, thet the Dgparpmp n ‘1?43' stopp eq‘:lthe.p'ljesgrpp t ive finding -
L antil 1965 or 1969. By that time, the Korean war would bave -

- : : ! vmeil"dzitionsfto"t:he- éeliéct' 001?1.4"
- lnlttee a8 tO "Vhﬂt ‘}_'Ou';think our pl‘incipal fu,ncti:on. Shloju‘l,d_b.e‘ and how" :



Dr SHmLos. That 5 \ely dlﬂ"lC‘ﬂt to sny MY own feelm" is thut we, |
' vhave tried many things, and haven’t met, with 2 great deal of suceess, .- . |
< Theselect committee may want to go. back and 1eexplore some of those . | = ..
T gveiives, maybe: with o little bit-di ferent. slant ma) be take a chfferent R A
~ We have made’ many, ‘initiatives which have not met with success; T -

7 taick, but usmg some of our same basicideas.

. I would think that the select ‘committee: Woulcl certamly Want to ! .' I
* . hecome knowledgeable with regard to the background of what has - |
. transpired, the kinds of things. which hiaye been £ fed, the kind of op- -

L -'posmon w1th which e have been met, the kinds of 1n1t1at1ves which-

R havebeen made, and the results that.we obtamed from those' 1n1t1at1ves C

T frankly don't have any
. casy solution,
- /in, bring anyone you want, go to work, you can
7 todo,” because in some cases, all ‘e have to go on is
’ '“locatlon ofan aircraft-at35; {000- feet,-5- mmutes from_ takeoff . R
| the State™ |7
v dlsabled airplane. - | .

R of ‘Washington, whete two indivicduals were in,
- and both ejected.. The: one individual was found. immediately, The: . |~ .-
~“wreckage of the airplanie was “also found. We did not hOWEVBF, locate‘;f';v_b S

Perhaps an examination of that history. will reveal some new ideas..

easy. solution to' the problem. There is10 -~ |

even if North Vietnam and all of 1ts gllies said, “Come = .|
do. anythmfr youwant. . |
the last known AR

* to that loved one, and 1deelly, the thmg to do is to ive them that in- e

“formation; that he is or'he isn’t ehve-——lt’
cult to do,’ no matter what heppens ° Uonw toke Very ’ Very dﬂh'
1 think the record will show that we heve tr1ed 8 number of evenues

. " think that my point’ really alludes to the fact th
| at histor
that the problem is‘a very difficilt one that will tax the Jlln‘:dhlul:;eg%

Lonr Government——many branches of the Government, many agencies.

-.I am, hopeful that we will come up with. the answersto the problem, TR

but: it’s not going to be easy, in any way.

Thé Cramrman. In'this select comm1ttee, we know We are not oromg |

. to come up .with all the answers.

. 'Of course, we'd like to answer all the S
' loved ones, but I think we knowthat is an (};:lesgglrgh&l;d help all. the R

‘Mr. Gryman: Dr. Shields, our select committee was informed. that |

- You know, we ‘have documented o’ case ‘that. occurred

RN the remains of the other individual until years later..

- Mr. McCrosKEY. Wlll the gentleman y1eld?
Mr. GiLaan, Yes.

S M. MGCLOSKEY. My problem in trymdto understand What you have RN
- " just said; when you say g ooing back fo the-initiatives and avenues you .| - f . .
- haye tr 1ed are you . referrlnor to technical or d1plomat1c 1mt1at1ves o

" Dr. SHII‘LDB BOth Dverythma that wehave doue T

-+t Mr. McCLOSEEY. TWVell, 1n order that we evaluate those; I wonder. S

: w1th the select comnnttee s consent, if you could enumelclte each of
those svenvies—not today, but by: wvritten memorandum to a8
" we-can. do exactly as you: say, "look at each avenue and negotmtmfr R

- tactic-and try to make our own determinations.-

. The Cxamrman, I ‘think we should:comment further on )our state-_ S
" inent that, even if we went back, we couldn’t get all the answers. =
T agree With that but on the othe; hend we: could get n lot of.,

" information. .

T fully reehze thut with the hemy veoetetlon over thele, that some N AR

crash 51tes will never be found. If an mrplane ‘was coming over a tar-- ..

- get at 630 miles an hour, loaded with heavy ordnance: that it could -
S completely destroy everything. There’s really nothing’ there but a big

T crater. You can’t get the tail assemblv, & number,.or “other 1dent1ﬁc'1-

L l'lOll H:O“G'VEI' 1f qnybod} CO'llld get 111 thereg theres ﬂ, IOt Of thln"s . ', .
g | ample, have done some. work, have produced some information per- . .

~“that could be: cleared up.

‘- Dy SHIELDS. Concrressman Montfromerv, I agTee . with that I tlnnh B
that the families; and ¢ertainly We in the Defense Department are: |

S concerned with- accomphshmg the task. - R
be. able': Nt

“We have remains right now Whleh we are doubtful we Wlll

| to identify any time soon. We are fiot going to give 1D, hecause, 45

" said, we have been. working on some cases for years. In fact, we 1ust_[ e
1dent1ﬁed 8 set'of remains that we have had for a number of years,s0 " " .
.+ we don’t give up, and- the ‘work continues. When we talk about giving - |.

! fnmﬂy member the assurance that we heve found out uhat happened S

is—sothat ]

“Dr. SHIELDS We have passed over ﬁles contammg mformatlon on all -

~of the men for whom Wwe are seekin g
o g an accounting. Not all of them. "
“were passed over by Dr: Klssmoer, but through uulous other- forms-—-‘. . R

“through' the Four: Party. Mlhtary Team, through diplomatic ex-

B
| gllcil:ges So mformatlon on ell of our imen hag gone over to the other
,.j tlx?.lllg1g§ gle in the Defense Department prlmanh in the serv1ces in o
- those documents.

asualty Resolutlons (,enter, wor ked on the plepal ntlon of

Mr. Grzaax. Then every one of the mlssmo ﬁles are now 1n the hands

'of the Vietnamese! .

' Dr. Serps, When we say mlssmo ﬁles. these are not the ﬁ]es that

o thev have. -This is a capsule : summary of informa '

- m:ould be nhecessary to the North Vlg’tnumese or: tthgnl"dlhgltl g:of(sl
‘ \ﬁoxﬁever it may be, to go out and either correlete some information .~ -
... which they have with. the names of an individual, or to go to.an area - . -
~ in which they-hadn't been, and to make that search on their own, o

Mr. GiumaN. You haveu’t 1ece
thiit, correct ! ' 1ved any response on any of t,houe ]s

“Dr. SHmLos We have rece1ved comments when we pass over 1nfor

L 'mahon on a man about: whom we:have proof posrtlve that, in fact.he - NS

was 8 prisoner. We have 1ece1ved c0,
mments « R
esting.” That's all. such as, Hm, thls is mter

"We have had a. comment that they, the North Vletnamese, for e*{- ,

haps, and found tlie information we have given them useful. Whatever,

= that ! :
e td IISI?'ZZ mean, It S been useful to them, perhaps It’s not been useful ':‘ o

“The CHAmmw Did you see the Ottinger letter?

M. OTTINGDR You h o | R
ave: seen that excha o e
. hm en’t you? nge. of cornespondence, o

. Dr. SHIELDS. Yes

| ‘The CHAIRMAN. Whnt led vou thmk’ fth ‘t] o : L
- tter"’ You have been R
x ;dea]mw with the Vietnam L o R
- ‘_~-.claSS1fy that letter? amese in the past In c‘omparlson, how dld you o

61—309—-75—-—5

_some_80:files: were turned over.by Dr. Kissinger to I.e Duc Tho about's : IR

| Ee;tslgacro | Did your Department take part in the pxeparatlon of those



‘

. 7 talking about individuals, we are talking. about.personal information. . N
_'In many cases, information which f milies have asked not be divulged. -

" Dr. Surewos. I think it was very illuminating. Tt conifirmed. some ..
" thingswe beliéved. We felt, for exanple, that this issue-was important-.. - - -
.+ to the North Vietnamese and that they probably had accumulated some = 1
i L-;inf.omiation,é‘pxjobably...had'_nmde“sqme._mquir.ies,_;i"n':.this;area',-;ja.nd;WQiTQ;

lljrobably preparing to do business with us if the occasion ever aros¢. . - )

think this confirmedit. - -~ ..~

‘mild in torie, " 7 . :

-+ Mr.- OTTINGER. Youfémﬁ mv.répl'}?,"‘ivhi'éh I interpreted -'asbéing_f]'ﬁ R “

"+ tough response, and it was sa1d subsequently, because of my inexperi-. . | "
- “ence'T probably did not interpret it correctly: That’s been confirmed =

" by some people in the American Friends Service Committee, and T .~
~dointend to pursue that, - . v e T e S0 e
. Dr. Smsios; I believe, from my:oivn: point: 01 view, your. response . o

. 'The Cuaman.. But you 'didle"t_' tl.lill:klit‘\"t;{ll&.} 3shutfi1‘1g"the""cidoif‘,:fz‘i' - :
_ real tough letter which others have received inthe past? -~~~ ..o
Dr. Surerps. Far from it. I tllinlg. it was probably very. gehtlefa;fd

" " whag appropriate. Because no matter. how gentle, we are talking'about -~ "
things relative, and a gentle and'mild teply from North Vietnam is.. -

~ still, in your case, a negative reply. I think:a negative reply doés de-

 serve that kind-of response, because, after all; we are talking about the - .+

.+ most' furidamental, the most:elemental kind of ‘humanitarian activity ..
o availabler. oL A
+ " These men.we are seeking now, if the Communists. are. correct, are - ;..

_“dend. They say they.don’t-have any information-on ‘missing living "

" Americans. What could be-more fundamental to basic human.decency . " |

" ‘thanworking thisout? -« &

. Mr, OrrngEr, I he d hoped for an-affirmative response or at least

- “an affirmative gesture, particularly since it came from 26 of the most". .

. active people who sought to end our military involvement in’ Sonth-

east Asia: Nonetheless, people who have much mors experience than

* T .have say the response:was an invitation to tall and an expression of =}
. --jriterest in talking, rather than a flat rejection. I think we ought to .. |

pursue that, =

" CanTaska dif’fefeht q;uéstiOfn? My :éta.ff tells e, a‘r_gd",Iirh‘ethith |
. some 'of the families of the missing in action organization, and.there - . = |-
*is an action, I.také 1t & legal action, against the Defense Department - - -

- under; the Ficedom of Information Act to get certain information— . -

1 Corat least a request under it: it'may not be a legal action.. ~ . -

-1 ‘wondered what the problem.was: there in terms of giving the .

. families information that they had sought.” . .

. Dr. Sumwps. I'm not sure which action they might be referring to.- * .

- Wehave had several requests under the Freedom of Information Act. - "
- Tirst of all; we must remember that we also. have tlhie Privacy Act, " = -
" with which we must.deal in the Defense Department. When you are |-

|

“We .mu's&.prbt'ect‘t‘he-’privﬂCy-'qf'the,.fa‘mily"andfthe individusls who . o

" <’are missing, and, of cotirse, that presents a problem. .-

" In.some cases, the requests were not specific enough. We had onere--* = - e
quest which, in effect, asked for anything that had anything to dowith - .
" prisoners or missing, We did go. through our files, and I forget how = - | .~

" many cubic feet of files we found. We are talking about well over a

" million documents, and it’s not. humanly possible for us to do.-As we

O

" everything we could do

- ample, ‘
- Congressmen, simply becanse they do-want privacy, =

Cofthat, T oo o RIRTE:

- Many of them have dsked that information ‘concerning their own. ...

" specific situations, and that of their missing relative, riot be divulged. -
"' We, of course. have to-honor that. I think there are ways in which we'

-~ have responded, and we have provided sorme information uhder the

cormebs T e T e T e
"M, OrfvoEr. Is there an outstanding problem there between any of - *

the families who seek information and the Defense Department which.. - .

-+ is.withholding informationf " =~ . .. : R
. Dr. Smixrps. I don't believe we have any outstanding requests under'

- the Freedom of Information Act. We have responded. I am sure some*
oy f_of.Our'resFonse‘s were deemed unsatisfactory, but T don’t think that we: = -
.. " haye anyth e R

.. I'think, to the contrary, we have gone ‘
- ices, and the Defense' Department as a whole, to provide families with - .
_all the information we possess. I don’t believe that there is o family SR

- ¢ who'doesn’t have all the pertinent and relevant information .pertd‘in'in'tr' R

© " totheir own'lovedrones, e nELa e e T

- .. In some:cases, we withheld information concerning sources. If we-:

......._have sensitive sources of information—the names, for example; of in-- ..

" formers, of. certain methods of ‘obtaining information—we withhold. -

ing outstanding now.: .

overboard in'the military serv- -

- that. But we do pass the information on to the families, =

- .. Even though we did ot believe the information we received concern- -
-+ ing'the two.men in Cambodia, to which T referred esrlier, was correct,
‘e nevertheless ‘passed that: information on to the families, This was
- information concerning men that were said to be alive: We ';;'aSSed that = -
- information on'to the: ami.‘l,,ieg'cai soon as we had andlyzed it, had done -~
o 0'g0 back and confirm it, and ‘male sire we are - -
;notjust,pzissing.onrumors?".' R On‘f‘umlt‘."qndg ;_nake Surewedre -

.1 think you will find, and the commltteeml]ﬁnd that the f 1 L
* do essentially know everything we know abbut what happened to their -
lovedones. l.i‘?:iy: ,. g knOWa ou.t}\(l:lt.lt'h'apil'aened tg th‘g;}.ﬁ e
. Mr. Orrvaer. I'd just like to thank you, Dr. -Sl1ields,l‘ for what T~

X .
'

. think ig'very helpful information. We look forward to working with :
~ you.. I do-appreciate it. - - EE R

The Cratarax. This is one"of the problems that’s been presented

* to'some-of the members; that you are withholding records from the. -
. families, and that, there are boxes of this information that should be
- made available to the families, How can this select committee clearup -~ =

this situation? This may be one ares that wecould helpin. ... =

l,_"‘Dr. Surewos. We would certainly be happy to talk with you ﬁlio.ﬁﬁ
it"and work-out waysin which we could get into tliis question, There

are’ problems, again, of privacy. We have liad some families, for ex- . -

.who have asked that tlieir addresses not be given to their own = -

- Members of some families have appeared—uwives, for example—on -~

- television on behalf of the whole prisoner and missing problem, and =
- that makes these people a target. Tliis is an advertisement that says, .
'Here's sonieone who.1s unattached ; her husband is'not home, here’s
S whe‘re‘they‘hyg,"j’f and they have been plagued with problems because:” .

can get: into this. Most of the information has been declassified We .

.-+ ‘have declassified by now almost everything we can:declassify. : -



o Tfwe }'gceive? an intelligence report, we.will Took at the source, and . o
7 unlessit’s'an extremely sensitive source, the source is even made avail- .~
“able to the families, IT 1t’s sensitive, the source is deleted, but the gist' <

*unclssified, and can be readily examined.

. “That’s not what they want to hear, They are disturbed; and hat T [
- can understand. They say, “Why do.you make errors like that®” = - a
- “This is like the surgeon, your errors.are nqt‘g.lwqy's:gasﬂy forgiven.: " .-

"7 The CuAmmay. Captain,do you or.the major have any comments? [
Captain, after 8 years. have you adjusted pretty well® -~ S
Captain Vorpen. I think T have. I am enjoying life very much pow. - . |

R think Dr. Shields has covered -“e.verything..very‘WQII. T'don’t have

"The Cristmotay, What you are telling us is tliat this is o solvable ©

" aren. We can work it out. It’snot that big o problemto you. .

- Dr. Suerps. No; T don't think 1t’s a problem to us at all. In fact, . . ‘f,t'hl.ltl g oty but T feally don' 500 vight sou oat st m ek evety- . ‘
' matlon woild-not be something that you could e_xiaimihe z?ivgll 2ll‘llfc(:):e S

. s very little of that hiow. It'has,'disaéppoint,ed some family members S

- we have sup rorted visits—I ‘believe you visited the Joint Casualty - . -

. Resolutions Center and talked to the people there. Congressman Gil- -
¢ oman, 1 know you have. We have been very pleased to support those . |
" “kinds of efforts in any way we could, and have tried to cooperate the . |

“best way wecan. -

.. had notations'that weren’t 'pmpe;‘,l:andﬁs..omg,haye”beenrseen‘by

" In fact, T think most of our probleins have come when we have .

-:«»t0p’en;‘%d;the..ﬂle's.;anduthe__,famili'es have seen some of our unfortunate - |

ervois, We are not perfect; we have made bookkeeping errors; wehnve ~——|=—Thg Ciizinyaw, I can't 566 Why you we A
Lo anyway. 1y you would have to classify so much,

- 'Di.-Suiewps, We have made gfeajt-fi’nrda&s,at that andyou can look ;: g

" riembers, and they want to-know. why they are there, and what this.

... means,. Sometimes jt’s: not satistactory !
‘recorded this man-as being held in the'Ho Lo’ prison,

error-and we don’t have.any information that he wis.ever there.”

. We try to make as few as wecan. - .

- ~ anything else to add,

: Foice, they have these records‘separs‘it'gly,";md then also the Navy,and = -

| earlier about.some lia ]
~“yecords that yo.u”Wvould"fprmsh'the,.pers‘t)l‘fme

deesrwould, o I A
- Actually, these records—am I.correct, Dr. Shields—like inthe Air = |’

 “fied. or privacy,

‘vidual basis: I-think most families probably would be plensed to have |

~ ... their own records being made available to the-sel
“*7 "~ have done that on occasion. Sometimes they a3 _ .
- . made m-’ailab.le,“ancl'-Certain"C‘ongressmen have examined these files -

" to see what they contain. So T think we could do that, and if any "

ete made, we could deal with those objections on an indi- | - e egot | T R C
| Mr. Ormoxose. Would the gentleman yield? T take it you feel that

- 'the North Vietnamese have gathere e e e Y Sl
 havonottumed ovr; i thap ottt o Y

" The ‘(‘-xfmmlymn.'We._v'villm“cloéé out, then. Dr: Shields, we talked " |
ison with you, and maybe when we neéeded these |
1, or. the different serv-

the Army,also - . o
Dr. Sureros, Yes.

-+ The Cuammay, Would you help us coordinate if we wanted to

. “bring-the records up and look at certain ones? For example, on classi- . - -
oA lhow far can members of this. select: committee go; .
.. looking at information such as that? - S ,
i Dy Swmrs. Tthink: one way. to do-this sould be for the services - - = | "
""" to contact the, families and ask them if they ha ‘

* objections w

the select committee get involved.

- The Crarrmax. Some of it s to? secret. .~ -

Lo tions of losses in Laos. That is no.
-, Huonso es In Liaos. That 1snolongerso. - -
N It}?&l)?l 1(3}{41.1;1;1{:\1:@.& .n'ft)tlltllreéonimﬁégndso
1t would just help the families, and—

‘ Dr.gSHIELD's.-\%’)ehave.-'-;Qq"m'ld DR

family, ]

atisfactory to go bick and say, 4Yes; we' -
‘bt thatis an - -} g the miost. part, it has bee BN

ool ably the 0. IMOSLpart, 10 has eendone ‘and T think vou will sée prob
s ?‘l:"lﬁl %g?gfxxh%lgzlzglgaﬁg@‘;m‘m nt’; Ofthe ﬁﬂSéS; 1331’13 fg:tg;f: tﬁﬁf’g} N
N ‘-"W‘_‘ilil"knbwn‘;tofa.nyqne. ’ e ver, case—s 1‘11_; .“:’h?c.hj fhe: "fagt,s, ugir_e_;;n_(");t:sq RO
_ My. Gowzaves, Mr, Chairman, befors we wrag this up, let's see if T~~~

ve any objection to -
ect committee. We- - © t' o ren .0
k that these recordsbe - . - ' Wofgh ,fple.rm.ltrsay, an American military team.to go onsite. - . v
iy ot avens o oo tying b fad out whet vl i
 permission could be negotiated, - lowed to see if that consent or that . -

TheCmmuw Iam i e T
o ) RMAN. 1€ ! lllk]nO‘iﬂ,bout some of this LT S
. mation that the families hadn’t seen. C me of this classified infor- = = .-

o that® - e ~f“m”-“’,s ]m.c,h,l,’t,seel.lf C"“,ldvthe-.seléct;? committee S;'éy SRR

of_the report is passed on to the fsirﬁiilés;;*"TIi'a‘t‘f‘i‘r’i‘fdrm‘atijon‘“n‘ow:"is"""‘ e Dy Swisa. Yes:

-~ 'Dr.. Suirrps. 1, of cours Vo
. SHiEps. 1, of course. would have to o hack and chodl ataris -
», Of course, would have to.go back and check every- -

*because most of it has been declassifie

At one time, we classified loca- - N

declassity

- quickly what the real gist and substance of this in ()Oz'liliixt;liltl)’xfei?ely |

asmuch as you ,c,ﬁ.n. S

i

... -abtheorders which we have sent out asking that all this be done. - -

~.and sudry re, Because we are.going to try to take thése various . - .
o ey Sl o Bl e i D
i and ¢, and if I am correct in what I heard this after t
-.if any really serious or competent. énde.aVOr'-i,sh‘really uﬁfﬁffﬁi’e‘ﬁ"ﬁ;

locate and identify, it has to be done by a very special tearn with the -

. expertise and the necessarv knowledee. T ¢4 -
o Qfghé reuisit necessalykuo“l?dgé. I gather that that would be ome .

rerequisites? .

Dr. Surrips. Let me qualify that, CbﬁgreSSm'ah, lb‘y'; deiné that fn-

. dividuals. can be trained, In other words, it doesn’t |
" peop (PN ained. In other words, it doesn’t have fo be our i~
: E?,"fﬁgt‘?‘;’,g,ng it. We can train neutra] observers who wl;ﬁ‘lrgltag zl:t?leogg .

* - this: If'the-e can give them the expertise which they need to accomplish',.
" train. tedmSrefsggngn;biigzlg&ﬁ?éﬁg}?gic,”‘n'O‘I'le S. personnel, we can
U Mr. Gonzataz. T think it sonld te o noor group. ... ol
llnftg vsi%'?;(?lALth 'iI t(}il 1nks 1t would be -mdlsperisablgtb have the trained .~ -

" have thiS‘a;b'},l:itm ngd and who have already done so much of this. You

{ - “then. becaus: and capability, and you have proceeded thus far,and

"o the Tmmosition of .‘jlxiample’ one member was lilled outright, and also ©
" Tectly, you made f demands from the other side, then, if 1 recall cor-. 1

would I}‘,e 1 % el' 1e statément that, if it was necessary to do this, there e
would really be literally no way.of complying with the demands that.. - |



© 2. My feeling was, and that o , , and 11
T golng to se "no;"let':'it:‘be't'ﬁhe~N0rth-'~V~1‘?.tn&mes‘?-;ﬂh?!t?&l.!;ﬂs no..
" © Ve nsked, and the North Vietnamese were very pleased to have -
o 50'to North Vietnam, So perhaps 'they‘_Wbl,ﬂdn’,tJPQSO.an}’- objections.. . -
T don't kmows . N Sy L

-+ either pro or’con, before the war or during
. alities you were dealing w1
© North Vietnamese on our se

T North: Vietnamese, I think ‘that they don’t really
. one way or another, when itis in theirinterest. . .. e o
1 think that they <.

.71 think one ‘of the important things to ¢

' Dr. Smeios. Yes; without any question,
* learned of this through sources ‘other than t

Dr. Sureros, Without any

. fied certain men as having y have never allowed:
' do have information, -

_“ s toexhume or repatriate those remam‘s.,vSoAth?', ) n,

~. = without any question. Let me.add that T would not discount the pos- -

© o gibility that Americans would be allowed to accomp
"1 yecall before Operation ‘Homecoming, that some 0

“told me that I was foolish in ‘'believing that we would ever be ab

" .send out aireraft to Hanoi to pickup Amerl
* will never be done, you shonldn’t even ask forit. .

6 know tht. We have
‘ hie North Vietuamese, 80 .~ | -
e o thatthey Raveinformation. L e
" The CHAIRMAN. How about the Vietcong and tbe';l’athet Lok o
\ e : question; yeS.TheVIetcong have ldentll.. S
ied in captivity. They have never allowed ~ |-

U Mr Hamen, Yes,

up Americans the_re.‘ They-said it S

that of. others, why not ask, and if sbnuédfxfa s

' 3

“ : ’ '

P S .. 'L'o talk about miets e e .
"-of war and things like this?. ;;r;e°°‘-‘“3’“°,t‘9’?: ‘fnd;l.*?lmung- the wounds -

~on a humenitarian basis.

e Ty SHIn DS There ke mans Tiaact R P
B ReLbs, There ate many Linds of things which might be
wmintac T v o e e e T it b
.+ -~ That’s exactly my point T-don't thi S L e e
" or say, look. & man doesn’t k on't think we should ever offer to' piy. -
Jish this accounting. © |0 Y, look, & man doesn’t have any f'undamental-rightg'f(f,%fl”:: by
f"r;'ny;colleaigues wh A Ly nan

. .the rights we can purg ¢ hin i

: Tights "we can purchase for him' in terins: of wh oy -
ies chase Tor him-in terins:of what , .
leto " .~ ' SRR OL YR you, want, .the L

N price we pay. . -

ARKIN. I think you point out something that:is goinig tocoma. .

‘up. in this select committeg 1n the.future, and that is semantics; You ~ =

d to have us~

~~'The "CHAmMAﬁSi-—Iﬁ-- your iqctilciné,...sihd.‘;, th

' inthepast? e
. Dr. Smmzos. T don't think it makes a gr

* " When it is in their interest to talk to someone, 1-
. find the people who are in the appropriate position acc
Jess of past histories. - S

.. T think that the North T‘Vietham‘esé?c"éi‘nj_ bevvéry“fpmgmﬁt,ic_abbﬁt_'_ N

" that, and if they find it in ‘their interest to do business with us, they

~ il do it If they don’t think it is, then I don't care w

" svould be. Some people whom we 1 ight have expec
" aveve rebuffed before, even though they shoul
" ing ‘with the North Vietnamese, because th

~ . were asked were t00 difficult for them todo. -

' is a. humanitarian question, and if we move away
he future, if we

IR malke ‘this simply - question. of hos
canthat buye o }

" rob observed, they helped

" {or demanding fundamental standards of treatment for our men. It
ught:hot to be in- - - Lo

.. “helped, and it is a:humanitarian issue. ' We really o
~ aposition of bareaining for the bones of met. ., .
7 Nr. THARRIN.

o feslings that you had,. = L.
the war, and the person= . "] =
ith'in these situations, how do you read the -] ¢
lect .commi'tt,eeLme‘mbersfhavwks;_'or doves— . |

oat denl of difference tothe |

‘stand. on protocol; . . .

| oo e oo T who aremissing; they are out of the by \

| been developed coricer © out'of the battle. International protocols have .-
eptable, regard- |- TATHSE pec concertiing these men, concerning have - .-

o ~ - oL "The United Nations doesn’t often aoree SR s

A 'l oXten-agree on in PRI PO

 Peho s maaon of how e should §0 about toapentins oy 4d

M o y SSING 11 ion. Thev eal] v 2 b AU

hat the record = Hssing in action. ‘T,h‘?}’.r called for cooperation
cted to find success I SRR

d have been in good stand- - |

o kinds: of things ‘which:

do is to Temember that this - .-
2 vay from the humani- -
- tarian aspect. we can disctiss all kinds of thines, bt Sunamentey £
" it’s 2 huranitarian issue. We vindercut our position in § o
‘ v much can this buy, and how much: .} 10w, other th

o T R .} ... now, other than this Nation, that has'an obligation to. those L
o pe Geneva Conventions helped our men; even though they were - - |- “bore tho colons of this commtuy. mad it s gution t0 those men who - .
“thev Tt was the sole legal position that wehad | R a3 they were required-to dobe- - - .-

e , Tine, That's something that T agree with, but you just.
0 osnid, itls e .humanitaria'n"undertaking.‘ If T rend their letter rieht to .-}
. Congressman Ottinger, they are saying; ves, they agree, but it's also -

~ a hnmanitarian issue to talk about pp‘stwa‘r_reconstruction;,‘ recognition; *

o0 and all these other thines; Do you conceive that to be a-humanitarian_

S proje‘ﬂc’t?‘,Is_,tl‘mt"humanitarian alsof. RIS SRR S

[ R tﬁﬂi?}mﬁ? :bl})fmg: back: the bones of our boys: Now that can be cast in’° i
" eon Hght, or 1t can be:cast in the light of quid.pro qug can becast m - .
_-concepts, | . 1 light of quid pro quo humanitarian. .~

T e donk e i e 4 E
. war recoii%(tﬂtfugtl;)‘ on postwar reconstruction in Southeast Asia as | ARG
- ﬁ;-hlllndnitar'mn:’:and then welook upon the accounting Of‘theMI(iésx;- S
" We have £ lv““]l"uvndel‘t&k'mg,‘_then T think we are doomed to fails o
.+ We have to look upon the whole thilig as a humanitarian undertaks,

g5 the whole thing; as you mentioned. If we don’t, we are going to be -

o "lo%éd'into 'tllle',,t‘hinE. R

kbt o vt g
" the bones of ot Fats. Orén vr ar 1on 15.U8 paying t RO OTCRERE
he bones of our boys. Once we get locked lntopﬁuyia%vzl}fggiﬁ Lo

" Dr. Smx se My r a .
Jx: Suizins. My tesponse to that would be, when wé talk about men -

"‘mains of the dead; and these kinds of things

of thing, - .. ~

" T don't think ‘the‘Uiii'.t“"- TSRO, ‘ |
o dont think the United Nations would have ever agreed that rep
avations ought to be paid or that foreign aid ought tg 35??3‘%3% R

that 3

ning the refurn of the re- .

ing for peo-. . .
inthiskind

... I would put this on the most basi
& would put;this on ¢ ¢ most basic, fundamenta] Jevel of humani- - =
. ’I"lﬁslm%]iviif tion, and I think that we ought not to fgfg(la,tl:m’of e
b when we tall about, these men who the North Vietna ko i

- dead,.and there are n6 more living Americans that they h mese say are -

o ve:ought to recognize these men old prisoner, - © -
. WO.OUZLL to: nize the ‘ap ; d prisoner, . - -
~ inanywayatall. - - . . 1ese men are no longer menacing anyone

- Thie only people who are bearing the burden of the missing problem - L

- '-;‘:?Cf"“SGCOftlljeil‘ military obligations, are the families.

7 Mo MoCrommer, Would the gonfloman yidt
L fl)'ztrt'o‘f.oﬁr‘arm‘:x% ,shtould invoke'the United Nations Conventions as =
* purtofourargument] oo e hations Conventions as

ﬁ‘l’, %}‘%L‘?S-Izcer_tainlythink theyshouldbe, . - © - - .

r. McCrosxrr. If so, should we be prepared to bargain with the .

B 'U'.']IST.-,intervention?, oo
r. Sureuns. I think that the questions ,2ar‘e,f Sépzi,raté 'que?s‘t?:idhé'" I: T

|-~ . think the United Nations actions
o nited Nt ctiong—- "
| Mo MoCrossmr, What is your answer?




- D SHIELDSMY .aﬁé\izer:is lfhﬁﬁ‘tllleﬁrtw(i '*‘:“1,‘5':47915’ SeP“‘,li'at."’"qu?St'i“’“.S’ .| /-, .among others, that we had continued to aid Thiew and the. rest—but -

- representative, Dr. Kissinger, and -that this is one of the ré'agoﬁs'_'_;_ L

~and I don’t believe,tlmt‘-it'foll‘o'w_s,, if you use one, that ‘YQQimPQt-us_e"the R I prineipally this one, that we had reneged on‘a very important part of + ‘.

" other.

but if we ,in'x'roke'-:t.h'e.'vrequirerheﬁﬁf&f"thé‘-"U.N‘.‘“j"*""j"f'"';. |- there was-a formal-commitrent? -

~""the- terms of the Paris agreement. Do you have any mowledge that

© 7 M, MoCioskEy. No; but i
. ."_.(".mwentlops,.,aren’t we thenin & position.o
TU.N. admission to. the two Vietnams?

"+ "Dy, Smuzzos. I don't believe, Congréssm&ﬁ L e | orth Vi
", Jows. The United Nations resolution talked about the missingin action -~ {1 North Vietnamese agreed—that the question of the prisoners would

from. wars wherever they may-be, and it.indit;&tedjth&t"?hese-gmel?i ‘Temain separate.. .. LK .
SON - 'We had seen the experiencevof-'-thé' Korean war in which the'fetﬁrn

* what the cease fire document itself contains, .

shonld be treated in a certain fundamental way. . -

. fScam;gely' bF‘il‘g-'abl@',t‘? delyy RN R ‘Dr. Surewps.. I have no knowledge pf‘a;iycbrmrlliﬁﬁiéﬁht'ot}‘ier‘t.}{aﬂ;”: T

McCloskey, that that fol- “ |7 1 doknow this, that we insistéd—and as far as VI"ﬁnder“st‘é;xi&‘ the

7 Mr. MoCuoskey. How do we ask them to adhere to UN. ',r‘eqfu.ife'-‘ |- -of prisoners became'd very involved and very diffonlt kind of situation, . <

- “ments if we object to their admission to the UNE _ . We also saw the French repatriation, The French. repatriation of

. Dr, Smmewos. T simply -point out t!
" that this kind of action be taken, Sweden

“fact even‘tﬁé'NGi‘th’Vletnamese-themselves—ré-“—

‘ .. fire agréement, -

-+ are going to. adhere to a position that we are denyi
veto, the right to be in the UN.# -+ 5 ’

o T ot quorreling with your b

- we made it very clear—— -

" wio should even raise the argument of TR 60000 Bl e e

~ . and the President and the Secretary: to determine, thai we are go:trlxg- R PR

A them TN, admission. It seemst o e weaken one or the. ' 1 - Woa qriestinn. of the-missinies i action was :
" Dr. .SuErps. Noj 1 don’t believe it does. here are nations which : S0 “Party Joint Military Team, whose o as to di e
+ . werenot & .pa.rt'y:to:’the;_GenQ\'ra Conventions, which did not laterratify. = - " ment. that issue, y eam’ .Y?hos§.:oply: pasl; W,a,s,.‘.:(." d o0use and imple- "
- veromobo paty o the B0 pion,but T would havenotronbleper: | (e 172 Pasty Military Toim, which was composed of represent:

~ " gonally in invoking the sta !
- ards which have been called for by
" gtandards of treatment for people who ar

*Joss of whether an individual s a party to that Kind of thing ornot. - |~ - in action. The South Vietrianiess and the Vietcong discussed the prob-. -

¢ captured in combat,regard- .} That was not the group that was discussing the question of the missing

t that other nations 'ha'vé"'.ﬁ'd"v'd,‘cjﬁté.cl <1 . brisoners of war halted for some period of time beca tion of - ..
othe ons have ot A Lof e, o PrISORIS. DL WEE. AL T ‘So1Te eriod:- of time be g h. .
has done the same thing. In R itroduced, as I understand, somepcthefj que'stions‘-,:l?ﬁ: ttllllgifg’:;l:e}} ST

M. McCrosgey. Jsn't it better not. to invoke the UN. l)béitidh if ,\vé"."??jgi“" """"‘;"‘m;"7"""';’?'*"We’di'&"'ﬁot'Want-to';have:'t}"l S

» not to invoke the U.N. POSTT 5 5 anything other th to-have the release-of-our. risoners.depend: e

L We. Al ug them, byour L anything other than our withdrawal, and you ‘gvi;llfrecan, -,al't’"trﬁ%"‘tlirxﬁ, R

alance here, but T.am wondering if . ‘1o "Mr, McCroskey. That’s ne e IR R R R
. U e e T =R I L Fo, YN J « 1 'S n‘otrthe‘lssu ‘,T 3 B [P

e A R S e AT M

.. . that was'not clearly made separate in the Paris agreement, was it{ -

. issue for implementation by a very specific group of peaple, the Four -~

ndards of the Geneva Conventions as stand- .+ | . atives from Vietcong military forces 6 Was ¢ S .
s of the Geneva Conventions a8 SALLL - oo d 0 e et g military forces and the S etna; roed: .
many nations as being fundemental . | . Wereto.get into these",Other‘gueshions,,,andt'hato ‘l}i::};s‘tr}iztg:g;f:gffglfgfs?- el

T think that the United ‘Nation's4re‘sohi"tion\\jv,.as”..simply,g'a}stat.er'nent ~ |7 lens of their missing in the Four Party Joint Military Team forum: -~

United Nations that men or Women who became | " Tt was certainly very clear, and very clear to me, that the article was
o, ok YO, ) : ' o

by the members of the

* - missing in action should become objects of sympathetic consideration. ... . isolated, was given its own specific implementing body whose instru S

" T-don’t think that a nation has to belong to th,e‘U,N‘-".ﬁdi-hWév that * .| . tions were to do nothing but implement that ‘article, e
‘ : S Mr. McCrosgey. One last question. Dr.*Shields',»f.when' y,du‘f"\xriaké'

' influence their standards of action. T e ]
I think these are simply standards of civilized, humanitarign ac- - o that. statement. to this select committee; may I ask if you Ty
" s DA By . . U I TR .. L adl A AU

" tion which should be invoked regardless of whether the Vietnams are .- | seen the Aldridge memorandum, the legal counsel .of the State De- o

" members or are admitted to the UN. " . ~* partment,-that ‘discusses whatis in. the: Paris agreement other than -

- Mr. Harmrx, I think what Congressman McCloskey s sayingis - |- ~*in terms of the published: agreement? Have you seen the Ndrideo .
SR R I L T ALALIAEE -

' that we invoke it on that basis, not 0%1"t1he basli_]s: 'of‘t];{e U.N, b‘lt'.]lllﬁg o) memorandum{ e o
" on Lumanitarian, civilization type of thing. Hie ma es g very valid: o oo “Dr. Sersrps. T am not sure hether T T AT
' : IR IR B ool e ook int'o-that' o R her Ihaveornot I 'Wovllld haVetO s

. point. - - o :
“Dr, Suisups: I.don

""tftliiflik,"at' the sime -ti'me,-'ﬂt'ha_t this Shotilgl‘-éziIISe ] Ide knmv,.Congréélsm":an McClbskéjr,‘ﬂ:‘f:rbm the 'wdvf‘d.iﬁa’df‘ ﬁhé‘céaée: o

""" \is to refrain from pointing out that the .U;‘n'i.tec};,Nat"iQ,n‘S' llil;ts,n__-lt}'i;fi}c‘t.,jf SR HE fire document, itself, that a special implementing body. whose charter .

‘end/(I)rs«él'thait;"kil}i‘l,.of"activity;}’-l‘h'a{,l ls,m‘ly‘ point. * b ﬂ S \ ol
© " Mr. GONZALEZ - here is oneother t ing that is very bot rersome. Ac- | " tablished.. They were not to get involved in the qu . 5 A,
-7 cording to. Ifjore_ignf' ress 'sOu"r’cés—-#Fre’h&i, Latin, Ameljlca{l,a' Sp‘ams_l: | the Two Pai'tv}.,Mi]i:ﬁlrlgt’lﬁgaﬁtmmhedn in the questions that occupied

-press—the. nited States, as art of the Paris agreement, did commib - 3 .rép'resen'tini’r the Two Par CL that, LN® METIULS were
o atself to recollstrllcti(éli‘,"Bﬂt the Congress, a_s'.,fgl_l?as‘I know, has never .| ' problems ir thé“‘F.;(t)l‘i' %r:w i‘;fﬁg}?&;&ﬁscwsedttlfleu; accounting .
- . 'had any accounting if there was a side codicil—or memorandum, 88+ 4 - " jtems, other agenda items ihi'the.’l‘wg‘ "'Parthl‘?gﬁ;—'iggri%aﬁs &t};:r
S Ctheyeall them ey Cn e e that, the intent was to isolate this question. It \Wa'sfndt\to'bécdrﬁe‘cjli’s? s
7 -1 don’t really know formally of it, but yet the world seems to bere-. o - torted through questions of militaty presence or military Sﬁp}iort B

R port_ing';constal.l‘tly}.tl}git:.‘thi's. was a formal tlxiilg,'agree‘d;-.tollby';ogr -

" yis to talk about nothing but the accounting of the missing: was es- - S

and the fact that the members who were



_-*": This is by no means,

e “ge'as;e-‘ﬁre violations. This was very ,ca‘r'éf,l‘illy‘ cldne 50 that this Hque'st‘i‘c;n" S
" "would not be thrown in with all these other issues. - e

. Mr, McCroskey. Mr. Chairman, if T could raise one point. Tn ouf

" efforts to. get Dr. Kissingerto ¢

" meraber. of the select committee could look at ‘the Aldridge memo: - B
-+ T have had the privilege of examining. it under the condition that - .|
© " xjo_copies be made, or that:it not be discussed. It is'a memo from the ol

‘State Department’s counsel to the Secret

ary, describing the other dis-

“our questions to Dr. Kissinger, I think it would be helpful if every .~ |

- cussions and; the inform'al;'a,g'ree‘ments,j'or"t',he|ull"c1.e1'fstanding' of the

" ‘parties of those Paris--a%eements. SR

- sald, but; in ‘preparation for our ‘meeting with.Dr. Kissingér, I'think ~ "~ i
7+ yre all ought to look at that agreement, because this becomes the erucial - . -

_._point, whether or'not the MIA’s and the: remains.no'f‘the'.‘missi‘ﬁg re Sl o The seléCt,‘éifhlmiftéé:ﬂiét, {Jﬁréuaﬁtf.'td‘fhbticve;'s)t 33.;'20'p'.m.,'i‘do 122,

" covery is tied to anything else, like reparations. " R espie- V- Montgomery-(chairman-of:the......-.

" The CratryAN, Well, if you ‘will get the m,emor"un‘dfﬁm‘ tous.

" of'us for inspection only; but without the privilege of miking copies.. . 4 .‘.. . B
- - My. Gonzavrez. This is what T am saymng, '

o to experience with the question of the Middle Fast. Not the published ' - <

... agreement, but all the memorandums and side agreements that we are - - e .- Our witnesses-today are officers from the Nat‘iohgl-téﬁ'dué of Fam-
" ilies. AsT call your names, Iwisk ‘ ' ndup...
7 M. E: C. “Bus” Mills who is chairmén of the board of the National . -

" not told -about. Yet the foreign press is very specific. I"don’t N

“This s ihdt we are gomg =

- "where they got their notions, but right from the very: early stages of - L

the reporting of the Paris agreement, that was very.clearly established. RN B

"+ Dr. Surerps. It was my understanding, and.1s my understanding -
today, that with regard to the missing, we did establish the Four Party,

- Joint Military Team, as opposed to any other negotiating group, . e

" simply to discuss thisissneand noother. .. e L
.. Mr, CHATRMAN. Any other questions 7 Dr. Sh,lelds‘;t.lnslms‘cert.mnlyf

. been most helpful to the select committee, and. I'd also like to thank B

the select committee for staying, and coming back after each vote. . . Sl

- “What we dre trying to do, and that’s the way we are going to solve B
*'this problem, is-get as muich-information as: we-can from people like = -

.. Dr: Shields, and I think he’s been most helpfnl to be with ustoday..- =~ =~ | i
7 Dr. Shields, will you Teep-us posted ? I don’t know whether youhave -~ -
“- . authority, but unofficially, if you get ready to do-something abont the. - |-
. remains, we would liketo know of these matters, not after they happen = -~ |-

- or after théy come out in the p.re,ss.‘;".I‘thirllk we are entitled to be: i

- “informed.

~ Mr. Ormxeer, Mt Chirman, T think we ought to be advised cnr- |
rently of any efforts thiat-are going to be made by the Defense De- - -

" partment. with respect to the matters in which we have jurisdiction. ~ :

. Weoughttohave that Tequestine «* ©. o ot t o
" The Cramaray. OF course, some of these departments act In‘myste- ©. - |

rious ways. T learn up here every day, just like you do.: -

"My, Orrivaer. We shouldn’t be'in a position of being told we ddnt |

Cask, .

 "Tre Cramyax. The meeting is adjourned. At the next meeting; .

= we'll try to get Dr. Kissinger. - °

T Whetenpon, at 5 pam, the sclect committeo mesting was'

‘“"adjo_u‘l_‘.ned{]h'..- L

~~~Capitol-Buildin
M M N. ¥VelL, 1L YOI WL e o e oy S e e o oselect e
. "Mr, McCrossny. T don’t have it. T was privileged to ook at it last . . [ oo |
. Feprnary when our cight-man delegation went to Vietnam, but' it was -~ | -
. presented for inspection ‘onty, and T think-will-be:presented toreach o r |
* " Other members will be comirig in, too. We will have members in and -

S Shields, in contravention of what youhave .~ [

o1 biofore: this telect-committee; anck -~ |-+ e b

s PONS I SOURAT A4

Also

' THURSDAY, OCTOBER 9, 1875
" . Housn oF REPRESENTATIVES, A
¢ Seecr Commrrree oN Mmssivg R
e . PERSONS IN SOUTHEAST ASIA,. ..
: cl e " Washangtony DG
g;-Hon:-Gil

'ommi.tteej-: residing. ...
Present: ﬁ ;

© " out. The-House ‘will ‘probably be in session pnt‘i‘];(i:‘ltc')n_ig:,ifllt,.As.yc'su...'-“f .

~know, we go ot today oni'a 10-day recess. .-~

- Lengue; M I
"+ chairman, and Col. Earl Hopper, who I believe will be the lead-off -

witness

Twish youwould hold yourhandup. =~ ..

s Mr. George Brooks;? from New York, who s the legislative

, who is the-executive director of the national league. i

. The National Lengue has executive directors who serve for 1 year
= and then they rotate from year to year. I believe I am correct in that.
- Mr. Mas, Yes., - LT e R T o

©. " The Cramraay. I would like to thank the league for helping inthe
strong push you gave to give this committee birth; youhad alot todo

with it, your organization scross the Nation did a great deal of wotk

-+ in‘setting up this select committee, . o oL
- “We know we have a tough job. We are off the ground.. We are work- " . *
.ing now. We are very pleased to have you three gentlemen and others .- -

. from-the national league to be here:today. Who will be the lead-off? = :
Mr.Hopprr Twill. oo

. ," 1 Blogra
... . 2Blogra
e _-"For'f)lo

‘i .- The CxammaN. You can either summarize or make your full state- <
. ment, and thien members will want to ask questions.. . v

p’hlédl .da'ta of Mr.ﬁ:c. Mills n‘pbears on.p. 123 .. , ey
phical data of Mr, George Brooks appears on p: 123, . o
grgphicnl-sketch of Col. Earl Hopper, see p. 123, " s

*Also_Present: Representatives: Moht;qélheriy,.'Gi‘)riz';‘iléz..'h’[b‘ak]‘,éjr,‘fj i
- Schroeder;.Ottinger, Harkin, Lloyd, McCloskey,, Gilman, and Guyer. =
- The CuamrMan.The committee will be in order: . L L



"~ "'ToRS, NATIONAL LEAGUE OF FAMILIES; EARL P. ’Hom’mf.?:l?; SRR S
COLOiWELUSARMY(RETIRED), EXECUTIVE 'DIRECTQR];,L_ EG SRR
* . GEORGE L BROOKS, VICE CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD, AND LEG- -

' ISLATIVE CHAIRMAN . .

e e o ke s stafement and then Mr. |
-7 Mr.-Hopper. Mr. Chairman, I will make a statement and then ST
. f'i\'[{\]ﬁwiu leave a written Stats’:me,nt‘ m.gn ??r.‘-".“.th?'?{“"f’. P?P?*@PM; S R

- ticularly. important. "

“"Mr. Brooks is available to answer. any questions and become in-.: .

" yolved in any discussion that arises. -

B , CUSSLOL LIS B2 ISm k"o"u“ Mr Chdirman, K
T would like to take this opportunity to thank y 3o fraition. Cere: |
oo dow g s conmise o mlin G|
*_ - “tainly our appreciation goes to each member oL the Se7ect COTL B2 )1
-—'»'-'«-,!«.—v--tlei]'-l»lci’e3otin'gl?)»:ll3héir--timef.~and~.r-eﬁ‘?"t~:t°~-’th.1.s--i1.s£’.“§—°‘-znd‘rsel.‘.-vmg onths L.

 STATEMENT OF E. C. “BUS” MILLS, CEAIRIAN, BOARD OF DIREC:

. then and currently, are,

- cominittee with you.

" would also like to thank yon for this opportunity o appear foday. - - ). .,
E tolilljeall){otr?:i}(’)?luw1ll ,‘bef,,étt)“rhé-ba.'cl{grl.dl'lhd;élilth@?";leﬁgllle'_tb"gi‘.'e youan . .- .,'r':‘....,.:.nonfamil'y.mem-béiﬁs,}and on'e'f-f,amilymeln-ber'—_-thenei{ecutive dire'c,tor—'-"-“f‘_.j

¢ idlen about. how. the lesigue came into being, f}n.d'. Wh“tw"'”‘m tly mg
CUbedo MOW. ol e e S e
- n_t.(,)vl(‘ll?élNationalLea‘gue’ofEamllleS'otf(cle‘-lngtrllc;ittng i:;?;gitggights}?e'? s

- ing in Southeast Asia was incorporated with its heacquarty
Dl of Gounby on My 5 070 Mot i e fp |
s confined to the wives, parents, children, and ofher cose SEIRTIR - |
~-of U.S. servicemen and civilians who. are prisonets -0 e g

o {S),fnﬁieas'tAsia, aswell as returned Vietnam prisoners-of-war, It is o

' tributions
~ . nonprofit, nonpartisan-organization, and is financed by contributions

| ‘ , or by donations eonc itizens -
" . from the families themselves, or by dqnap;ons fzt_'qlx‘nflqoncelcngdpl, 3

“-and organizations.-

and orguniaHOnS, ot cous i the lnte 1000, A6 |
g he league had ifs orleln o8 oy %\’ﬁbelievirgg the policy of the -~ " |

E that time the wife of a ranking N

o .S, Government to keep & Jow profile on' the U.S. prisoner-of-war

. US. Government to keep & agement given to the families.
. issué was not justified, and the encouragement given.to the IaIf
o ::fs ?;ﬁegeg?nen tt]) not, discuss the problem publicly 'Waﬁ"“gon%é;;lﬁi:%gg o
""" the operation of a loosely orgamzed movement which then o

~ " in the organization of the National League of Families.

Ve Over a, period of many monthS'-dttrin,grf, tlle;..ll‘96§‘;2;7ét§;lggggl§éa %5::; o
R OO Aol G I, R TR families’ g AWAIe:
. afting out of kitchens and living rooms, a.ard“ ontacting each other'and - .~

. of the existence of one another and started coniicting eac? BB, o 1o

o v.'.g.f\-éhlxeﬁiriﬁgi information on individual cases, thereby drawl g them- .

.. selves closer into a group. .. "

elves closer inbo agIOUD. . G e e
Tt.was determined by this small gI‘PPP‘Of;IeSS P TS
"t was not in the best interest of the men and the f“{’,‘i}:es-?‘ilgghto ;ﬁ e
" main quiet and to keep'the POW-MIA Ssu'e‘,:fromi'thve AIerict 2 Y

“ - Yie'and from the néws media.

i communicating ‘with each other; it grew in streng;tly:' from 100 fgfn;};es
t0.200, to 800, and then the group l;ept‘grpyv‘mg.‘ RS
G Tmenmto T

. tober of 1968, the first story waslre‘leasgd.byﬂlesﬁ \ ata AR
o 'iths’pp(?l({)tl(i)s}?:d.' Soon, as 8 result, of that publicity, the group started -

lin~?~th°'-American#Legion'?rB;i.;ilding‘%nn‘dv‘_vg‘i 13 o
., that space, however, by the 81t of January. The new location is not
~kmown. O T T TR AT A MR S

. family members, -~ " . o 0 L
"+ A 15-member board of directors is elected yearly by the membership -
- to discuss and plan league activities in-its effort fo achieve the fullest: .~ -
.~ 'possible accounting of the POW’s and MIA’s, and the -return-of the .
. remainsofthose whodied. -~ T TR R
- .The organization’s chief officer is the executive director, who'directs -~ :
- the league froni its national h‘eadquart'erﬁ. He tales his directionsolely = -
- from the board of directors, In addition, there are five regional coordi- . -
. “nators responsible for activities in multistate areas and a State coordi- = -
_ natorin-each of the 50 States, The 15-member board of directors, which .~ -
" -include representatives from. widely separated areas throughout the -
' _c%unt,ry,‘ meet each month to discuss current projects and to plan new -
efforts, R RIS SO A

. foreign news media;'and'jRed.'aross'le'a,ders in'various nations... .~ = ¢
. They have; for example, met. with Indira Ghandi, the Pope; the -~
" Prime Minister. of. Sweden, the Acting Prime Minister of Norway, .~
. and many: others, including leaders of some Asian Curtain countries, = .
- ‘They also have.traveled to.Laos, Cambodis, and South Vietnam, . =
- and haye had meetings with officinls of the United Nations, Members - = -
of the U.S. Congress, and officials of the U.S.. State and Defense = -
‘Depgrtments; .- oo P R I A TR

N S e o N o ‘. o . !

0" As these developments were taking place, simall POW-MTA family
-+ -.groups Wwere beginning to arrange meetings in States th Y

roughout the -

d to. have tlie

- .families bombard the Nprth, letnamese delegation in Paris with tele-
~ - graplic inquiries about the prisoners and the missing men, This was -~ =
- the first major activity organized in which hundreds of families be- - .
'~;came‘enga%ed. PR SRR S A I I

- Eventually it was feéoéiiiied‘ ﬁhdtlthé_dfgaﬁii&ti:bn needed to b es- -
tablished on-a more formalized basis, In May of 1970, a special ad hoc -

~ ‘meeting of families was called in Washington, D.C., during the formal =
« - structure and by-laws of the organization were drafted, The National -
. League headquarters ,.o]iened_ on:June 1, 1970, The league offices, both: - '
located in rerit-free spaces _,Whi,ci have been do- -

- nated by interested org

anizations. The lea%ue office: presently is located

In the league office there are only two salaried employees, whoars

. Servesas a volunteer and is reimbursed forexpenses only. - - e
" Presently the league-‘hasr_‘abt)ut':1,800"family-‘members,"but‘-W'e'- are

", also blessed by & very large group. of -concerned citizens who actively- -~ -
+'support us and, in most cases, are as dedicated to this cause as are our .

. Over the yeafS', iéagué delegations and repfeéeﬁtatiiiés_havev_trz'ﬁ'é]ed L

- throughout the world, mesting with- heads of foreign governments, = -

- As recently as July 22, a group of us met with President Ford at.

-+ the White House, .~~~ ..o 050 o R

. Up.to February:1973, mémbers. of the league’s board of directors . -
- had met privately with Dr, Kissinger to ‘receive up-to-date’ back- -

e ir;round briefings on what the Government was doing to resolve the . -

()'W..VIVI'IA;issup.g"{‘,'f‘ Lo

I"probably be moving from™ "



. Since Januar
-...._singer-has turne h invitation t
" time of its. incorporation, the leagie s
.. among many others, was'to 0
T war an . _

- date, and'to insure the remains.o

7 thiseountry. o i

" That today remains our

- man, Living or dead, we Wani bt o=
O M, Chairman, that concludes Amyjsta‘tement.-»-

: ©+ The CHAIRMAN.. u 1or-that
" .wenot 2o ahead and hear Mr. Mills? = -~~~
L M, Miass Yes o ol

o l_'..'.you,f‘alt"hdugh'-not‘ ‘v'e‘rbv_a)ti"m- You ’bg@fit."h‘.’v,?%

.+ . The CHAIRMAN..

Dr, Kis- .
d down each invitation to meet with the b

btain the release of all U.S. ] risoners-of-
v and 5 full accotnting of all missing men, at the earliest possible
' 'remains of thiose who'are dead are.

ses

‘ our primary objective. -
" Since the si%n'ino of the Paris avl"eeme‘nt,,anglﬁthe
| prisoners-in orth and South Vietnam, the

iation of the rémains. . .

""“thé_‘missin . and repatrl IS, - L s
S V.Further?’jv.vé have concentrated efforts toward sto ping:all ‘unwar- -

‘We feel until the

Tives up-to its legal and moral o nto" I
. tnen,. declaring them dead . without ..qubstant1al. pr
“and is-a violation of the individual rights of tha

. Living or dead, we want our men rought home. . -

“Thank you for that very strong

M s e s worldyouliketodol
o f’fl\li?leIIILLs'.f T would like to comment on this paper I will leave with -

© Uyourrecord. . o o
Lo f,"ThB‘CHAIRl\rIYAN- Pg{ouhave t;‘lno. : ¢ R
. M, Mias. Yes. Tbelieve youhavecopiesofit. ' .o
. e Cramacax. Without objection then, you want this put in the.

ﬁi'c'iaii's;'tateméhtz,_{f PR

 record?t . .

“Mor. Mrs. Yes. o o E I
)K. You ¢an make your own remarks now. - - -

" Mr. Mirzs: Very well: I, too, would like to &
- chairian of the board and for the membership
" . We look forward to working wi ink
Jetter from our full cooperation.”

o ':‘“a letter from me pledging

e pimarily with this committee. OF course; 8

~ happy te ot anv time orhelpinanyway. i o oo L0
happy tomest at Y p Y o ould have hearingsn - .

" 'We would hope 'bhat"‘_,the‘se'leqt,:‘co.mlrnittee< w

. ‘yarious parts of the country: Thereby, i

.. testimony. I ‘they wish to |
. this wou dbqw&rranted-..- S :

you a1 opportunity to hear. We wil

- Martin from Flori
. ‘are familiar with that-case—
* - Sparks-from Iowa, Dunn-from Mass
CoaSeep ML

Just to name-a fews .o o0 S

o | | da; Varnado from Florida—I think manyofyou:
e Harris from Texas, Sullivan from Texas, .. -
sachusetts;: we:can -name several |

o7 howaver, despite. many invitations, D .
y 1974, however, despite many oard, At the
olisted,

s zetiurn ofnearly 600 |
league has exerted 1t . .}
"' efforts toward, the return of all remaining prisoners, an;acc.quntmg,‘?f W

- Buther, wo have coretHiel S. Government. |
_rante O motal obligation to Tearn-the-fate-of these. ... ...
B roof i mot justified ...

{ prisoner-ormissing . - i - eyidence abot
PAEES ). evidence about, th nen.’ “ o
o channelgy e en that has ot been confirmed by ‘official -
- Infack, I 'would say that the remaining 36 POW' that the Deforiss -

statement. Why do. |-
- Departmeht catri | -
o epa'r tment, carries aSPOW,S, they did n'obput.them | on th el‘e"-l'mless

dd my apprecistion as
for this opportumty. - -
ng with you. I think you 'have‘e.a.,ch»rec.e;vggl_' Sl

- *With Colonel Hopper being hers a5 the chief executive officer of our -
o, WIkh LolORSE S L e O e Tiaison: of works |
.+ league, he would be the one that would be the hms?:; (())’f‘f ‘(-.:gél-r;% ﬁgrbe e

it would gived'ouf,membel‘shllé' .
ol atar opportunity-to be present at hearings and also.to present- .- .|
a greater OppOrtuniby doi{tlk)his'dl‘ if the smﬁ.would feel, ‘qf 00}1?391","' N

T e i e g b ey |

T oot T by e
e W there are at least three in California we would il o
. |+ much foryouto reviow—thers e some i Now Yo ™ LT

e Mre Mitis The TIPS I e R
o g 16T 8T8 what we call diserepancies. To siva van ara =~
eturned to” oo ~£xample, Mr. Sparks, & POW, wrote o Iettéxl') afrrlg;gsfs‘%’ugtlﬁ’e igtl:i.one;. B
‘ ' ‘ ‘& douth Vietnam- -

_+eso prison camp'to his parents in Iowa, statin
 orthe vef R A3 ot oy wa, stating he ‘was wal D
coalives ERO Ou not beWIth 't’hose Pai‘eﬁts to prbyé thatheles C
" There are many other discrepancios
S A 2 T =L et el Screpancies that we would-be hanbv te. Jie.
i iy, Conprsur, )y Sne s oo ey
< Washington, but it » Ty 0 you, They perhaps could be able to comie t'o""": o
“."-“."If“heariné.s canjbm}g'?x?“ hardship forsome, @ oo

.. they pretty well dotermined they were at one time POW’s, yet they did

not return home. So each of the 36, I would say, would be a discrep: °

iy Joss R ancy that we would hope you would look ; L
it is more or less-for -~ 1. g5 o would hope you would look inte, W will fie i Sorels
TN PR ou ‘would:like PMAtion. regandin o i into. ,‘Vel.Wlll' furnish. b7 R
AR o 'foﬁh{ o l‘n‘fql-matlvon‘ Tegarding these, where thiey live, gg&l’;g O
- -:here'tl’l'é} ing down through here, of courss the Paris peace aceords, .
. . to get.personal here, but we kno  flome, {
o than wa did e b g w nothing more about.our-son today
(e v o s i et mising 0 v o o
. Purkt agroamenis (0 1 i, ol the i

- W8 Know, or we have';be'en told thefe &l’e Wﬁat Wecalldn-ect eﬁorts -l o

bring some of our POW’s hiome. Of course I donot want

" to obtain a complete accounti 5 WOl
| o gbtain a complete acco nting. We would like the select committes =
.10 loolt into this and see if there are any things tﬁ;te lﬁgtvgoxllg?getgg: |

‘hrought into the open; in othet ) 1
ght into the open in othet words, if some commitments have beeiy

. made secretly. that we are not privy to. o
. HACH. Y. that we are not privy to. Investigate a » dis-

'c]?%%-g%lz’g‘_;gﬁgt: »OriggnieSSLOns that"-niigh};g}i:a%:?;:nf ﬁ'l:gz unds

for example that e b}lx) 11y too much, but it seems a littlo strange to us, -
- ships were in Haiphong Harbor, and one

_Then ws are told, of coutse,

in secret negotiations, bu | A ‘ R
- tes'would look into th’a_t‘,Ut We Would, of course, hQPBAthat the commit-. .

P vt the VATious arens T think 46 ool ooite oo
~tabe matters Tor them and e various areas, I.think it would facili-
“Mr O or them and perhaps for the committee, Is thot sufficient? o

Ar. Orringer. These are.all cases; n othér. words, :v}?;%s;gi; 1}&:;155_ P

e Tamifications of the -

N e time of the D ecembep'}?ombing when Russian
U raise More of o e ong MAT00T, and one was hit, that Russia did not
- undisclb's'ed'db?nmiftfl:&;ets}?r?e things that. bear looking “i,ﬁtb,"}!irlg u&t’;
U Stabes _:."‘?gh,-tih?"ef-been‘;made.~by;thé United ..
. Deng made. That wo ao i o o cambl, wih tho o songen;
L ey DOVLIEASL ASIA. We.are not privy to these. I do not mean. ot
L We | pr hese, I do ; |

can be privy to-all things, We know some things ]‘)’;;gft?%!zngg;:, Ry




. cords SpeclﬁCallyjinplliding @n}'tfhmg.{thfq,t_ils‘ g‘omg‘flon the present -
& ‘ stions have been'asked,

s ot had any com-: ...

e Thave been received? The league ha had any com-- ...
" to the Paris accords, we had guarantors. A gu'ar%nt‘orﬁmans'itt?(;ne';i-' .

- _you got,my note, I have to m?ke;'goodyon tila’; :ggrttzan‘ pay 1totl,or oy

" tperhaps aantor has to for meor see itisdone. ..o 00|
ERA 136%?@:3&%@ to. know. what the guarantors of the peace &CCO{'dS SN X

- ~n_havedone,lftheYhaVGHOtdoneMé}g}:;lng&l‘gtyh adWlth“RllSSlaTEng'

" munication as to

L Aslve into this extensively. .t e
oy ',flgllx‘rﬁ;x?t;hy}%a\re. the r_eZnains‘.of those men that are listed as having b

e whebhasbeen |
" " Then third-country efforts, we would like to know wha been
do’lfe ?}leoughmthird.c%untriesiandqbt_g;r}__zy’gggl___p_lete set of documents.. .

. or correspondence -pertaining to. what those: cou
E done—-boa |

X

Involving 'vt)hi“r(‘l-_t:b'ﬁntrj' f-intgr‘ests;, what que

. Whiat communication has our (

*

Co ) oI POUAD L O - Tave been it touch with some
R Teance. and al) the guarantors. We have been. 1n touch W-lt- RSNV E
o l sfnga’el;;f'aﬁ?lzedid not get Sgtgsfacti(’nf Perhaps this commitiee cqq}d ‘get SR
O ave been told that President Ford imhis mesting n Vladivostok .-
" ith Gonoral Secretary Brezhnev brought up the POW lssue. B0, )

L Sodd ik w.in th atm concern, as a high prierity - -
. 'would like to know in that way, as a main concern, 88 & A5\ L
o Jm'oa'lii'st in passing, that.is, “by the way, we have some of these people. ..

" gtill unaccountec

R Select Committee could look into that. .

“and ‘missin ‘aven . It does fon-an.exchange - .| -
<. anl missing, are even mentioned. It does' mention-an excnange - . |..
OF POW's, but not £ So we would like for you:to . .|

" of POW's, but not the. United States. |

o died in'.captivity'.not.been.;ljeturned'?~._-‘ -

o ptivity not been returnecs, . - & were returned therewas |
. We know when the23 bodies of Americans were returned there was . .
T "i"'i)li'e"]:ft because they said, this was not & part.of the overall %gzrl.gemgqt_.. nh
- We know there is one miin left in Hanol graveyard there. We .}III(.),}Y' i
“ " ‘the-Kennedy exchange of letters, thgz mentioned: three men having . ..
L died Why have they'not béen returned . L USRI T
'dligll\?flyus ‘IZI‘EOW'- '%’h'ébodies of two mar_mes'Were.lefh;b,ehlnc,l..xtyhe}) SRS PRI
""" Gaigon fell, Why have they not been returned? We know 't%er_el.?mg: .
S ke xﬁdﬁy“*oﬁhé){';li’odies. that have not been recovered that they know
U oftherefoie, we

v )

‘hve £o get some negotiations going. Then just at the

"eaptiedt st Bha Mo Thout, in Mach of 1975,

.. dltiof sty hegotiationy there? At leaist they have not come home, 7t
~+ 1ooks likeZt’ least we could get something gou:l,g‘v;n‘t‘ha.l‘;, regard ~

¢or over there, Mr, Brezhnev, we would like your 1
" "help? 'We would like to know that it went further than that, yvq.‘tr‘usta R I
e lt f}‘]}?e’ ggnvgo';i}ﬂlg '{\:zit(;l' Dr. Kissinger. when he went to Peking, thsflit R
" bo nlso discussed this. I know Senator Mansfield did, becgusellispect;& o
o ‘cally':'ask'ed‘- and received the information hat he did, zmd he r%portia L
back what was done in that.connection, So we ,.unld‘ hope t at he

‘Also, we* f have sation :  '.been'6ﬁci5'l'1"}‘r7%".': EE

" Also, we ‘want to:know why have negotiations never been olliclal 1

" undertaken by the United States for those -mgn;ul‘l.accquptgd ‘.folx; in. |
" Taos.Cambodia, and China 8 < e e e g s ]

| Laf's't’hir?k,'i‘ead'i;;g'theLa’otian-prgto' ols, youiwﬂl-not.ﬁndrU.’S.‘ pris- .

g s s e sand T have 8 list of these, the ones that-w_é}ifelh-.“,‘ :
sfid ‘of the Wt we know, and I have a List: Wﬁat e thore |

“ "7 Then obtain:testir onyj.'frdm. ‘the’ dix‘eCt,br_S. ofﬁ,thé varioil's" :,servi(;é"
- intelligence operations, all the documents, and so.forth. then the de- = =
_briefing reports from the POW’s who returned home. This next-one- -

y prior to'and following the signing of the Paris peace ac- |

. * . genice, over on. part 2, request testimony from the. appropriate DIA "
at-the present . -

 officials and all information' pertaining to the POW-MIA situation, |
" especially including the cla_'ssig I R TR OR
. It seems to me it has been long enough that these would be declassi- .

. evidence warrantsa review?d . L oo T
*The rights of the faimily may be protected in this instance, but what- .-
ppens-to the rights of the:POW or MIA~-also an American " . = )

~ then ha

69

" “Then we would like the select committes to delve into what infor-
-mation the CIA. might have, I will not go into details there; We would = -

ed materials. :
- fied at the present time, -

" we fesl is most important to. us, and what we would be planning todo - *

“inthe future'nsa League of Families. " -~ - ..~ .0
-+ It is our understanding that this ¢ommittee has assurance fromthe -
--Department.of.Défense-that:they.. lan to.continue. the present policy.. ..
" regarding status reviews, pending the findings of this committee. . - .= -
. Inlight of this;to what extent does this committee plan to delveinto -~
+ status change procedures? You know, of course, we'have legislationbe- . *-
“.fore.the - Armed Services. Committee, the. Wilson-Bennett bill and 0o
" others. We have.a mandate from.onr family members that we push for .-
* hearings on the Wilson-Bennett bill, and all the others, for that matter.” " -
. "We ‘would like to krow of this committee how much’you plan to SR

“delve into the status change procedure?:

"It & man-has been carred as POW or MIA fot a period of soveral -

- years based upon the information available, how can afinding of death = .

e made based on'the fact that “No new information-has surfaced to.~ -~ .
" indicate the man is living; so he must be presumed to be-dead?” R
" How can a “lapse of time” be a factor in changing the status of a

‘man, 'supposedly- according: to exist law;. when no time is specified in -
. thewording of thelaw® =~ © .- 7 hon e

“Why should the primary next of kin have the right to determine
~ when, or if; & man’s status review should be held when such a review

is supposed to be based on new or additional information, or when the " - |

" Then under existing law, quite a bit has been-said and heard about -
* the'section 402 of the Trade Reform Act. That wasthe Jackson amend-" -
. ment relative to emigration of Jews from Soviet territory, bt very -
. Tittle has been said dbout section 403, which is'every bit a part of the - - ..
. law as is the Jackson amendment and the trade bill of lastyear.. .-

" 'This section 403. states that the President, may withhold most-
 favoréd-nation treatment for any country that-has not assisted-usin- -

" . getting an accounting. When it came up. for discussion, Romania was " '

_granted favored-nation treatment, ... -

%1 do not recall aitything actnaily being questioned ‘as to what Ro- - .
. mania had done to assist n |

‘ ne to agsist In getting the accounting. We are not'par- .
,.t.lCUI&r]y.pleﬂSE.d Wlth thﬂ,t,“ ut we WOll]d -be.‘ more dlSpl eased lf.. for +

examplé, Russia should come tip for consideration or Chind should - -
- come up;fOFiCQllSldel"a,ﬁlon, e R e e T

CUopteana. wR e L T

Iike to.know about. what the CTA has, and also the Defense: Intelli-. ..



o i . . . Lo . Lo !

. We would like Congress, this cominittee, to ask specifically, What .~
. has Russia. done, and T think that would be a pretty short report,be- - |-
..‘Acause.T;I,.‘,de,not_'thin_l_:-_,,t_l_;gyw.hq,ye'done‘ much; to:help us getting the

~ " Reconstruction aid was-promised in-the: Paris. peace accords—this. -

* provision has been brought to the attention of each family ‘member

* " ivho has triveled to far corners of the world to speak directly to the = -

. -“North Vietnamese and the Provisional Revolutionary Governiment -
+ . sof South Vietnam. With the latest obvious attem t to open discussions . . |

. . on the'aid provision of the accords, article 21, t he North Vietnamese .~ -
"+ -seem to be offering to negotiate on the provisions included.in article .
" 8b, if not' 8a; Why have no high-level negot-iationsebeen.ih'ltlatéd?.At‘ o

+- - Jeast we can talk. We have not seen any initiation there of starting to " . ..

“to the Communists in ‘Southeast  Asia. fw'\','-i‘thout'.c.lemanding that first - o
..~ . the.humanitarian objectives of the United Nations be adhéred to? = " | .
-t..‘.-,A,Tha.t_has'haf)pened-' » . A e

‘ h

"~ "Next: W

L partment to.use the POW-MIA situation in excharige for trade agree- |
"+ ments- beneficiul to- the Soviet Union and -the People’s: Republic of -l
- China when these' countries need pullf"technOIng,' W_heat, aireraft; and |

_ other forms of assistance? -
" Cannot our “friends” who sup

- whose statuses h

. ernment lists 903 Americaris as unaccotnted for. The figures are broken - .

- down in-the following ‘manner—now we take.exception. to: F‘upgc-.,
. “counted for,” because we feel all those that liave had a présumptive.
- finding of death are still unaccounted for—but this i the nomencla--

; ture:-__zv :

y.is thero such reluctance ori the part of the State De- - | -0 diredtore

BRI _ ported the North Vietnamese and her .. = - - qw "G g 0.
~ allies throughout the-long war. in'Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodiguse . [ - " The staff would have a proble
. their influence by insisting upon cooperation . from ‘their allies'in @ .
~ Southeast -Asia‘ before providing food, ammunition, supplies, et- .

oo cotera? B I I I
PR ]'ItLhenshowthé;discrépanc.yinf_orm’ation: R T
" .~ Wae would Jike to .obtain the files, including the classified, of all
*men listed as POW at the time of the Paris peace accords who were -
- not repatriated or accounted for: T have.an up-to-date list of all-of -
Cthose. © e e
" Obtain status réview hearing files on those men listed as. POW. - -
- | ave been changed to PFD—what was the besis upon = .
~".which the change wasmade? ..~ " . I
© " Obtain complete files'on MIA" ¢cases wherein families claim infor-:
.-+ ~mation has.been withheld, to include. classified intelligence. reports, =
"~ """ documents, and communications pertaining to. the individual’s case. .
" 'Thenthe last one; I think we have all thought. about this—logieal -
. thinking suggests to us that.among the returned POW'’s there should . ..
..~ have been some amputees, ‘severe. mental cases, -and badly dis-
. ‘abled prisoners. Why: were none yeturned? It ‘seems ‘inconceivable - -
' there would not have been some of them. This concludes the: formal
7 ostatement, o Ul
T would like to mention this: As of August 31, 1975; the U.S. Gov-

71 s

“. " Department of Defense says there are 758 missing in action.due to” - -
" “hostile action, military, 69 missing in action, due to nonhostile action; - .
" they. are military also, and they still carry 36 POW’s military fora: -
" total of 863 in the military classification as POW'sor MIA's,- .~ .
~© ¢ Department of State has 30 missing civilians, and 10 captured civil- "
©ians. for a total of 40. This makes a total then 0£908. . . -~~~ .7 .

© " There have been 509:status changes made since. April of 1873, Of
- this'number, 155 were actual reports of death, the remaining 354 are* * . -

... .presumptive findings of death; It is'a :

" to’have this committee look into'it.. ... - -
. 'The Curamiaw. Thank you, Mr. Mills. -
oo oMreo Mapes, Thank you.. o e D

) sl S M e T T, o '’-l]"v]he'.‘CJIEII;\IR’M‘t r{ﬂI wiouldblfike"‘_tc'i,fsay[Mr. Gelc,{rge.gl%doksﬂhps leftat -~
. Next_one: Why has the United States continued to provide mone- =~ | .- ench member’s table a Jetter from him personally and from his wife. - - .
' tary assistance {tg" the United Nations, \whl",é}i"'.’:"funnel's»rgo'ney“fdi"r"et;‘tlyi‘“"j“' ‘jf"."I.»;"T,n.lgh't-‘.teu~-t.hefmenjlbers,,'l.-if-k.nQW-f?-‘;’-?-l~arefll_ml.t%ls.gll..§1mg;t9§@X,-fbﬁllt._‘;-:z<-~-—~=~~-f;

. . . wewould like to have an executive session, = /..t e Y

~ " T'have asked Mr. Harkin to give.a confidential report to the select
“committée, -an i

-, 'The only other thing I would say is, I wotild thank the gentlemen '~

*.for being here today and say that I.can see our committes looking into .
~“certain cases; I think where we know the man was.on the ground, he |
" .-was alive and did not come: out with the prisoners who came out-ifi :*

1973, we would want to investigate these cases. -

.

' to the military personnel about whom we are talking. .- -

" The select committee ‘will look into it 'and we will seé if theyhave i,: |

-/ ..any ‘information that has not been given the families and, in effect.
~ "the committee will decide itself what should be done on it. But asof -~
- now, I do not, think we will have any problem with that. We hope we -
.+ will not. We think we can clear that matterup. -~ = .=~ oL
© Mr.Gonzalez? - .0 oo U ST
" .Mr. Gownzarrz, Thank you, Mr, Chairman. T join yon and wish to
_tban'k'the.gentleman,fand}‘f,t,he.‘liiclies;whd-‘have,'_contactled"us-in this -
- .regard, and to thank them-for the work they have done. I think it is
* © a'verylmportant work, it cinriot be minimized. . - = . - R
"1, for one, wish to reassure that it is at least the intention of this' =
" ‘Meomber to purstie every single possible avenue in behalf of the families .
...~ and the missing themselves, I think it is a question of. national honor,
¢ ifnothingelse.- - =~ o s o S LT
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" Mr, Gizaran. No objection. '

.- .~ 'The CHAIRMAN, T appreciate that. T'want to thunk you g crentlemen for - o
. belno‘ here. You haye been miost helpful. We will depend 8, oreat deal Cee
B on your working with us, and we will work with.you.

- At this time we will go into executive session to. heur a rcport from o

My, Harkin, I will ask our good staft friends and others to leave, - -
[Wheleupon, at 4 00 P m., commlttee proceeded into eneoutlve SRCIRE
: sess1on] : , | o .



L ,moms,—and maybe when we have more mem

THURSDAY OCTOBER 23, 1975 ,‘ |

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, .

SELECT Comdrrree: ON MISSING | =
' PERSONS IN SOU‘I‘HEAST Asta,.
SRR Wa.shmgton, D. 0
o The commlttee met ursuant to notlce at 2 35 p.m.; in room H-227,
the Capitol, Hon G g’
- presiding, .

.....

Also Plﬂﬂsel'flt R resentatlves Moakley, Schroeder, Ottmger, Har- SR

- kin, McCloskey, Gi ilman, and"Guyer. ‘Membersof the profesmonalu.fj'[
"~ staff of ‘the se oct commlttee, J. Angus: MacDonald staﬁ dlrector,jf'* e
~ " “and Jeanne Shirkey, administrative assistant. : S ‘

- The CuarmaN: The select committee will come to order

I 'want to make s brief statement here Eertammg to our meeting 58

- - the matter in greater depth., -

- T might say that our- purposs todey will bo to. receive testlmony on

1 informal basis from representatives of the Chrlstlen and Mlssmn-] o
| < “ary Alliance and Indochina Resource Center, snd in & few minutes I -
7 will ask Congressman Gilman to introduce our witnesses, : |
R ollowmg this, we will have several housekeepmg matters to dlS- .
*cuss; as well as aprospective trip by the committes. - Co
|-+ T would remind the members that- todays meeting is' bel held-__ T
. puvsuant to rule 2.11. Under this rule we are allowed to hold informal - =~ -
- Ieetings at which attendance is. restrlcted because of. the hmltatlon' AP

. ',.of space in the rooms available to.us:in the Capitol Building, -

" The purpose of holding this type of meeting Is to. eccommodute the B
. members from the standpoint of not: taking t em. too far awey from b
. the House floor while we ars in session.

T malke note of this since there have been requests from commlttee S

L g membels and others to allow spectators to attend these informal =
N 'meetmgs “What it boﬂs down to is-whether we want to have the con- .- =

“venience of meeting in the Capitol or making other arrangements on .~

£ " *.a formal basis in the Cannon: ulldmg, Where we can hendle as many Lo o
, DeOple as we would like, -

T would welcome the members’ thoughts after we heve more in at-"":

N tendance Quite : frankly, I' like:this procedure and . suggest that we = - * -

" liave smaller numbers of staﬂ" members attend and maybe keep down‘ » :_' e

~othér groups.”

o Iwould still hke to have Secretary Klssmorer testlfy at our ﬂrst-zﬂlf‘"'j .
fonmlhearlnv | | L

(81)

Montgomery“(cha,lrman of the commlttee)"?j?“"".j"“:'“-'*"?-';-*'

ers present we will dlscuss R

te e ———



" Donald. He will .get around to meeting the mem
" Wa have hired -Miss- Jeanne. Shirkey. as admi .
‘ tional Affalrs: Committee before coming ="
F in action and for -

1is committee. ..
[r. Gilman, to- .- |-

" introduce.our first witness. = -
. "tian and Missionary Alliance,
. Thelr main office’is in my congressional district.

* .. Asia and has had a number.o
Cworlde T

- deal of informa

- themn succinetly before you, o i Tt e
“hristisn and.Missionaty Alliance has been .

- - had personnel serving
o " ‘men, later to be identified
< staff were abducted from’ th

.. Wehave made many.efforts since 10 ]
" these people and to establish contact with them,

© " T'would like to introduce.our new staff direct

. "She worked at the Interna
- with us.-She has'a sincere. concern, for the missin
" this program, ‘and the challenge that we have in t

‘At this time I ask the member of the committee,: M

© M. Gatan. Thank yott,.Mi;.'..Chai.rman,; SR
o Ttis'a pleasure to have with us.tod

| ,:' Southeast Asia, Middle East, and Turope for the C
‘ slonaryf”Allian'ce';'-""'.:j'--,~~"" ' e

[

' ""'"'?’in*-*Nyaék-',ﬁ.»Nz-Y«.«ThisTHgroup,:lms._‘begn_.-;gxt_remély., acti

. We -have fééqiyed"‘tdday:' 8 v

people ivho were

0 Tbis with agreat deal of pleasure that I welcome
o .lv‘_Ir.'l\'Izing!h.‘akn‘l‘;-'-‘g R C R

 STATEMENT OF T. CRADY ‘MANGHA, DIRECTOR, CHRIST
CU T MSSIONARY AULANCGE

o MiMuwgaas Thaik you, Congressman an
“:Iproceed? T
.+ 'The CHAIRMAN,
" be glad to put
" 'tion, or however you would desire. -
" M, Maneras. Well; T have collected

- ‘As'has been indicated..C
~ .involved in Southeast Asia . sin

7 Yietnam; who have. either; been captured or
. programs that our organization has carried
. " " leprosarium in Ban Me Thout, :where appr

" there were 300 domiciliary patients,

‘on in Vietnam has been &

N m’e,iit-'at-various;clinic'points,' T A
147 On May 30,1962, the leprosarium was raided by a gro
e leprosarium: at that time: Dr. Ardel
. Vietti, Rev, Archie Mitchell, and Mr. Dan Gerber.
-+, forcibly in one of:our vehicles, along with some med
thingsthat were taken at that time, : =

. " any direct ircpmr'nunic'ationfr()ml,-.-t‘hem.‘ =

RN ,"zm"og,r'_aphicnll sketch of T. vCrtll_(!y‘Mnngh;vtm appenrson'p. 123. -

ay a representative of the Chris-
ance, T. Grady Mangham, Jr.,': director of - |-
hristian and Mis- .~ |
They have, offices -~ -

ve i ‘Southeast - .
t their répresentatives 1m .tha,bj’p”‘zirtof‘the"r-j"'--'-‘“:"-‘-"'---‘ e
+ " Weha vire release on our desk thiat indicates -
w0 gomne of. their people may be released within the next few days, They -

" have been captured for'’a numbeér of months now. ‘ :
ere killed while in capti'x’iity;;.mld"‘I_think there is a great - ..

ton 'tl]at"Mr;, Mahgham can giVe tOt]nscommlttee S
‘you here today; - - |

IANAND - - |-
Ut o1 through every imaginable channel to establis

ST PR SR There were two loti le channel to establish contact with-them. -~ -
d M. Chairman'.‘Sl_mll B O twole | N
\IRMAD Yes, s1r If:y'i)'ill'llitvé'a.ffbr'hlal statement, wo will
it in the récord, and you can malke a shorter presenta~ ¢ - |
‘my tix_oﬁéli&‘so ”t‘lllmﬁ. I can get o
iq.since 1911 On three occasions, we have =
with the Churistian-and Migsionary Alliancein "~ | -
killed. Among the vavied. - -

oximately, before’ 1962, |
and about 900 were under treat-:
, u{:oﬂf.’arméd" b
as the 'Vietcong, and three mem ers of our - ..
‘They were taken i
iention-and other .-

1962-_fd get i)lfo;'limatidn regarqu o
gbllt hm’fé npt“ever-hail..

v )

01!;;191f.f%§i}igﬁs ‘Mac{ = o
bers-individually.. -
nistrative assistant.

-»-—‘A-:--'.sil(ﬁgﬁléw-tﬁailffl’lleiprbd,dieg;have"neverfbéen‘=i‘6t:’dVé‘i'éc"l T |

f %Xl;z 'hod %975,: of this year, Ban Me Thitot againcame under B

O eould et ‘O.ﬁt"j‘- ; .?;‘pgop.lell‘lvmg't-here at. the time, and bafort Itlhel-‘
1Ud’ get-out 'of the city, they were captured: Th‘e}; f\veréli‘for'g'da;'ys.""‘w"‘  -

“They haye lost:some: | - . actually taking refuge-at the U.S: AT

“ ~ North .. Vietnamese ¢ s
orth ..Vietna or the Provisi
- forces, no contact whatever Wit_l;)-z}lf:m :

R L S L

V68, at 1q\b1‘meof‘the-Tetoﬁ'ensNe'B ‘Me: U AR T

i‘}?gﬁf for the Vietcong attack, which began ‘Zﬂere‘?@'}?ﬁiﬁ'{ms %%aan."" SR
.our people were killed at that time in the fighting that enéil};d lVEls: B

~Carolyn Griswold; Mr. Leon' Griswold; her father, #ho was a retived

|- businessman and had gone out.at hi
" bus n and had gone out at hi “8Xpense 'to-serve with |
" thore: Tov: and M, oub . § own“expense to-serve with us

ere; Lev. dward Thompson; Miss Wilting: and R,
'R Ziome. Mrs Zomer miratlony tseapes. Sh bad 1 wonds
~.on her body at the time, but she lived through the ordeal. WOundb .

+ At the same time, Miss Betty Olsen, nurse;Servi'_ncr'-with'bur.»lépi‘d.\ L T

- __Mr. Binge later was released at the time when

- U.,S. prisoners ‘were released b the‘-llil"l‘?"él‘huiﬁbér't f S
iy g B R e, FU GRS D Hanoi; He' gave the details ¢ FoL . =
o A Ol wnd . Bk o ko s oL the

“ v

etters came out froma Mr, Jay Scarhorough, dated

-+ sarium program, and Mr. Henry Blood of thé Wycliffe Bibls T: -
- Intos ot nr ngansation bt el roted slobg witha US. ATD
al, Mr. Mike Binge, were taken wptive, g with a U.S. AID *

' Struhaik, and after that tim il o yrers X0 B Q0YS ©
| S L G P
ot o %’vOP e were named in thé iire that T saw. just befors SR
-‘:ﬁ"hoa‘f?é’(}:n&dir : and Mis, Phillips; Mr. and Mrs;-‘MriﬁdL Jo}ig ora -
Krchio Mtchell tsho s e . Bty Mitchell, who s h dolmson©
haye had no commuriications from thes: pe dble.%:h%iﬁﬁ? glﬂﬁa%%t:; : W‘l‘-f.‘ SRS
’ N b o} 2 i led . -

ay 10 and 11, addressed to his parents. T have talled with his par-

| - ..ents on the phone. They say Ve Neve :
-+ -ents on the phone. ey say-they have never receiy e origin -
= {};‘13;?1 iit-tfenls’ ét_‘houghv .they”peceiyed: coples. :Inr?:(}}l%:: clletltl:rm‘lifmals'of' o

~horough mentions by nam the peaplsconnected with onr org o
o This in.\geg‘efc etained in the sambe place as M'r';‘Sczirboi‘"ur"tﬁrgam"za-‘ =
I rief gives the details. or at Teast the high poih(t)g olf"peop'le"":. |

'~ that we have been concerned with,

. The Cirocay., M. Gilmaa? ©

y ALy I/LI\IAN' ' 'ha,nk. YOIi;,I\Ir; Ch N o o
Mr. Mngham, how ong did yonsrven Vit
©'Mr. Maxeran, T was there - letnam?® .

~ "Mr. Guaraw, Durine t here for 20 years, from 1947 tc S
. ‘the slulg?:lw\t Dl}?lng this period of time that you sggvgglaﬁ'lz‘dw' e
" have b’eelilile I I'Pellod when you have been back here ixl’tiianlgf.' band
" youhad n ;l.c:}farge;vag director of the Southeast As‘iét"Terlf t S
| e that were enpturcd and i, other prisoncrs besides thogisons
1 ’ ! 1 Te. on 1 wih oL P ‘0 SR 8 S ..ll ;
o Ch\]f Stlf\l? and Missionary A]ﬁlﬁ‘ée-‘z“-"?ﬁmp,-l_oy-ed or working for the =
. ¢ Mr. Maxouan. T mentionéd My Mike Binge. o o ik
~.- people; Of course we have tried t i roine, who was with our .
- peopres Wi tourse we have tried to. get all information we could fr m
;:’;X elﬁ;?:lllllllcl)lg p?sqpeljs regarding thepeoplzlﬁ?gt%ﬁ ‘g: cou]I(ii o
‘hav no contact with people who hn've..a.'ctuallybeén-?}tlga but t-‘ﬁg e
onal Revolitionary '.Govern_?‘nent’ .

r. Giaav. And who is this Jay Searborough that you referred to? S

U M MaxGn : v T
o l l ““GmM Hewasayoung man vho happened to be in BanMe  ~ .



R Y wvoun who were detained there.  “ - ° 0 o0
o lat{}lr 1%1(1;*11:&:‘3.“.2;3; ‘ﬁf%‘sl%xwknow:, he “‘is;‘s';'tllvll,_lvp,Acapt...‘Y!t)? LR

7 Mr, Manaan. Yes,sir.

© - “Mitchell in his colreslfond"?‘dc"f,' R O A

o Qﬁ'ﬁé‘;ﬁi{m}g&s ’yggilvér 'visifgédgany Q‘f the prisoners wh1}g in L

o Vietmamt e No. T visted the area vhero they-were reportedly |

** Je]d. but many years before the time of their detentio. . "o
.1181_(1, but many yYou have not':had.an- 0 portunlty then to. L W

L M, GILMAN: .| . happened to be in the.wrong place when the residents of Ban Me

" 4Flitob on & research project, funded by

Mr. Grumay. And he mentions ‘.t'lj‘é,‘_l"liillipges«.,

)

B any of your people who have been held In captivity at-any time! -

MR Manera. Noj because the two who were with Mr. Binge:and - -

theFmdFoundatlonHe, .too('i. e ‘..

. Tsuppose, took refuge with the U.S. AID official, Mr,,Stmlmllk,‘a?‘l_‘I.".. |
b o ’ ) iU ] {

Johnsons; and st o s

[+ Mr. Maxenan: Right. -

i-

o Mr; Manenay. I should have come:prepared for that exact :(llatléi,
... ‘but it would have been on March—-— - SN o

C ' Me. Gruara. What was the date of that meeting

O Mr. MancuAM., Yes. Just a

moment, please: March 87,
A Mr, GriaAn- Of 19759 T R

1o o Mr, GiLyan, And ',’What'Wasﬁtlhe-féépionée that idu received§- .

, - Mr: Mawoman. Well, he stated that, first of all, this was not & ques-
.-+ .- tion to be settled by military people but, rather, at the diplomatic level -
- through contacts between two governments, - T AT

-+ .Second, that these ‘.'péople‘-‘Wer,e not cap,tur'e‘d,ftlmt "th"ey 31m ly
¢ Thuot rose up against the regime and that if they indeed were in Ban
.+ Me Thuot,as was alleged they were, that he assured us they would be

.- B It~ A e k .-,.."“ ‘S
Tk "’:-'“\ill'iiiiiﬁifr‘lit"hﬁ‘t"e‘be'en'releaSEd»at--theat-lme..of-.thﬁﬁthel'.um-lsqner ;elea‘sg_‘, »

e o the bral. So we have had no contact with them. .

o wehave had no contht Wbk 5 v, sdicates.
o B~ The wire story that we haye before us today.in
B '-ihsl\tg goﬁl?;?;\OuTr};fer;i: will be released. Have you received any word:, -

© directly from the :-Vi,etnamese>°1”‘-~f1';0mt~a-ny'"gv‘“ﬁ“‘vy-:‘;"ithﬂr’.-"g-,afg‘»-«té.tfl}}?"‘- woof et werebeing held § oo

releasg} .

T e et Swith the State
ATy Mawaran. No. Out office has. been 1n contact With =% Brp oo
M. Maartise 1%, ond aiso with the External Affairs Ofice ofthe |~ 0 . h tho representative of the PRG

, 4, : : . citizeris. 9%‘ﬁl?%i£?£a¥ X&;fiijs-()fﬁce. dld o - government, there. This was early in June this year. He: presented

ovgunization ate Qona 3 etand it ws through their Embassyin | -

‘Department, oI €¢ ,
*Canadian Government, because two

. yeceive & cable

. Peking, that. Mr. and Murs. Johnson were indeed—they- were named 88~ 1 .\ ¢ 8 regarding them.

* -among those who were tobe released.

‘M. Grimax. And that information came through the Pekmg ‘voﬁ.i‘?e -
M @ unde ds0,yes. © e
o 1':}1‘ %‘III;I;‘?AI;\.MY'(:)[uu;;(}g;?{?had,n}l’aderequeStS f_Ol::thQ release of Lyl(.):ul-.' |

o people. Where did you direct your requests?

. P3Ir. Maxcrzase, Well, previously, for those who ‘."e"elhﬂ;‘d.s%‘;‘(’,;s%fg -
" we have directed many r%duest% to tlltltee 51‘::;;2‘;%;9?3 them. working. |
NI Tanoi .Government, through Written < A 4 Hanols - |
Lt !blllli‘ogjﬁ“f;;ll?({‘ country representations with the government in Honol; -

appeals—

el eatvor. What ave the couitries, if we could have that? The —_| -

-more.information we can get; we would appreciate

©° - until the time of the change ofvgovernment-‘.-actually,‘ up until 1969—

through contacts in Cambodia, We;mre'm;tl_ci'ng'_e_ffo‘rlt\s‘tp'gs‘tabllshclpn'-vi.‘., |

e Huveyou had dny diretcontac withthe Norh Viek=_ |

e orsor. Well, in March of this year, immediately after the -

BE " nttack of Ban Me Thuot, T went to Saigon with the vice president; of

the overseas ministry of our- organization,

I M w. We have had contact with the?'-Cana(li_idii:'Gov,érn’e | My Manamam. Yes. I contacted him or members
U M r: Maneaam., We have had b WL L

" mient, with Australia, with. Indonesia. We also, prior to 1065, and up . |

Dr. Louis Kil;g. ._D_il.t'ing
.' : ' SV ArTAnge » us to meet the military -
e oy stay e, tl ¢ U.S. E'mbassy.mlqr}ged_ for \le 0 IMEeeL LA el
e .-(')-m‘rsets{:aitt:}.lt?zgs olf the PRG who were stationed at Tan Spn‘gsl;(l)lﬁ 1}1111 |
‘.1I§11)se" We-had "approximately" one ha]‘_f-h'om_'.111tgr}{]€W: ‘l,SC.. somy 4t
u:uhange with. the representative of the PRG militay, B

~+|o-protected-and- they-would-be provided-for-and-would-be"permitted -

.- to go wherever-they desired to go after a reasonable time. This was-
- hisresponsetousat that time, " . S e

-+ .Mr. GiLmax, At ‘any time didl.,__tli iy";i’t:khbﬁ%led@ }t_hiif‘;‘uﬁlies'e-'pgilople-
" Mr, Manomd. No. We have also had contact more recently in -
- Trance, our representative in France,”Mr. Donald Dirks, requested
- -and was granted & meeting’ with the representative of the PRG

.- ;all of the documentation regarding these people and a letter request-
- ing the assistance of the Ambassador in securingrelease’and any in-
. The Ambassador was very: cordial: He promised to try to secure"
~information and provide it if he were able to get it. He said he had '
. ".no knowledge of these people, that is, of their actual state; He had.
+ - received, he: said; many communications from U.S. Congressmen,
- State Department officials, and: individual® citizens, who had ‘written
1. " to him about these people, but he said he had no information about
- .where they ‘were:ot théir situation; but he would endéavor to get it.:
- We have never heard anything further from him. When he came -
~ here to New York seéking admission to the. United Nations on behalf
- cof hisgovernment——. "7 o T e
.+ Mr. Giuman, Within the past few weeks?

- Mr. N : of his party by.
. telephone and also wrote a letter to them, again requesting their-as-
- sistance, and when I spoke to them on the phone; they were again -
| very cordial. They: did not have time to: meet me personally at that
..~ time, but they said they would: seek to get ‘information and that ‘if. -
they did receive any, they would give it to me, but we heard no -
* - further fromthem,
.. Mr. Gruyan.. Thank you, Mr. Mangham. Mr. Chairman, thank you.-
.+ The Cuammaw, Thank you. Mr. Moakley? -~ = <0 . © 505
" -Mr. Moaxiey: No questions. I would simply like. to. commend this
- witnessand thank him forjoining ustoday. - =~ T
- The Cramman, Mr. Ottinger? S
~'Mr. Ori~ger, No questions:
. 'The Caamrman. Mrs, Schroeder? =~~~ .
. Mrs.Scuroepr. No questions,. = " -

T 00—t




. work; 1

. © . over ‘thei‘f'. : ‘l‘:t’
+ - Actually, lets Pray M persons to be released are . .4 -
t,tha among the P d since the:Gov- S

. these people; Am I correc S
ttee is con-- - - |

Mr. MANQI-IAMgh_ ey |
" "do not know anything about what nas acLEL: v are |
” -'(%gsgfgéggﬁ-vereltﬁken 1963 ot the time of the Tet oftensive; they 876 |

O om 1068 the two people who were captured ol a8 -
. Uorber; frorlevll%gs MiZs hgttl‘,)y Isen and Mr. Henry Blood, . who was -

i The CHAIRMAN..Ihmpacouple of questions. . - d think you for .
L e i o thank. you for bein iere today; and thankx you Lo
. Firstylet.me thattk you o A iefnameso through your missionary

1o wotk vou have done for t! 1M ug
- the ‘“'01'11;{' c}:’;‘tlairilly?has been worth\vhﬂe. T have been pri
" to South Vietnam nd am - ‘
- t'golosup and have met, many of the-persons in thet

"~ the onl} ! wour organization to be detaine

= only members of your organization to be det ]
o tel:'grgreln{ ‘of South Vietnam %ell1 ‘As far. as this comml
- cerned, you x thers unaceon™™
S My MANGHAM, That is'T1 ht. There are the five who were wit

i times, and am familiar with the work of your """ The CrARMAN. Any other questib'ns?'l\Ii'.-'lVIcC]osléey?"I'VfriA‘

field on my rips . .. |
3 to ‘I..(J‘:r.odf’tlliailtlthé‘ P.'RG"a,na"Hanbi:Will'reléase". R

will not have any other. people over t};ér'e gn}at':}clggirl‘ltec‘l. ,‘i‘o‘r:,‘. .

S “gince March of 1975 ; is that correct? 1 out

" Vietiiamese who were detained as well: It was in-a ‘prisoner-of-war

. camp.

. Mr. Maxcmadt. Political prisoner camp; yes,sir,

. -cause you are so knowledgeable. We are trying to catch up with what -~ -
.- wemayhavemissed, ..o oo N
- The Crammay. We thank you very much for coming down.from
. New York. I certainly hope that this will stay on track and that these -+ "
¢ fivewill be released in the next weekortwo. - - - o

Mr. Manemam. Thank you. -~

. The Crarman. Our committee is available. We have been;working "~

- know the proba .

. Bope o O Then you have thres sl mising since 1963 s he

U7 Mr, MawgmAw. Yes. -

o did not recover the bodies? What happened to them!

 Aend s we know they aredead.: ¢ LT
| ,‘de’[}‘(}lgzﬁﬁuhmm.%heir bodies have not bgen.‘l;ecoye.red_? Sy

M Mamerar Now T e
R }\F{ﬁé-%iilj{?mm. TFor the record, we will need the names o
' dend not recovered in 1968 and the
two that havenot beenrecovered?, .- -
" 'Mr. Mancsar. Three in 1962, five more
* year. In' 1962, the ‘three people who were ta

accounted

N 1)'llile in cap

" indirectly, is that correct!
' Mr. Mancmast: That is true.

" The Cramuaw, Through Mr. Scarborough, did you know whether |

" 'they. were under house arrest or confined; or What was the situation?t

0 Mr. MancHA ' r sta 1t ‘g detention camp -
. Mr. Ma~aHAM. His letter. stated that they were1na detention comp - |
-a-t'lrmi;c)intt\g% miles north of Saigon at the district capital of L.ev,Téu_L‘na; S
. gnd ‘that they were there with sever: 1"thoggandil‘_Vm@pamel‘s,e?— outh

T iganization ot the tiine, and of course the thr o from 1069, ye do 1ot .

bility of ‘their still being alive, but one still carries 1 B U (4

o e s T T T thad it was ol resolution,
o M Maonan Lo ot did-you tell Mr, Gilman sbout themd You ) o ’ '
, ‘three, we have -no‘,report.o‘f,.théii' deaths, we . | "
Those thrce, W6 2000 tually happened to them. In.

f't'h‘.é,ftvﬁ) 1 1)
oo in 1962, You have fiveinall, . .-} . would permitit? . . oo oo 0 e
thres m-f ST b 0 M Mawenant, If they would permit s to do so, we would, yes.

recently in'March of this . ¢~ i The CuairMAN. You would '
ken captive ﬁ&s%l ll_ni‘ L
62, the three PEOBE T 0 A rehie Mitchell, and Mr. Daniel . -
for; Dr. Ardel Viettl, Rev. Archie Mitche N but later died

‘- . throughout the country agwell. ..~ "

- . "The CuamsiaN. Thank you very much. .=~ .~ ...
o+ <My ManoraM. On-belalf of our organization; I thank your com- - .

| " mittee for what you are doing and for your interest and.concern about - .
. ot only our people, but-all of those who were ‘detained. We have a’ =

e the civil_ians, \'vh,o‘.-wbre‘.not.‘,a“cc"ounted,'fox:‘_g_ftqr March. -

4 Glruyer'?‘-f B
... Mr. Guyer. T am sorry I missed the testimony. We are looking for- - . -
" ward to talking with you because of the éxperience you have had, be- . .

o ..’\l‘he“-rHou'se‘Of‘.Represelltjat-ives gave us this rvesponsibility; we ac- '
" cepted it. We are not saying that we were the leaders in bringing about ‘.

_ some of this information we have gathered, but we werein on part of .
, ‘ We know that the Vietnamege read: =,
_the Congressional Record. We have had contracts with the. United: . -

" Nations. Some of our members have had contacts with the Government

""" of South Vietriam and have brought up these subjects. So we certainly .
- will look forward to the latter. part of October or-first of November - . .

- ‘when these people will be home. We thanl you-very-nuch for coming. - ..~
-+ Mr..GmmAN, Just one other question. Do you ‘still have offices in. . ..

Co Vietnam% . o .o
| Mi MaweHay, Noysir: 0 o e T L
1 "The Crarmay.. Would you plan-on opening offices back up if they - -

d go back into South Vietnam?
" Mr. ManeHAaM. Yes; we w,mfld. e o

' The Camamrsan. What did you do ,ﬁhefé,-besidés f'hii,sfsiphau‘y work? -
. ‘Mr. Maxeman. We had several orphanages, three hospitals, includ- .+ -
A 10 .1ng',a%%})rosarmm'that‘ca_red'formany,,mahy-peo'ple afflicted with lep-
oW : otA Bmasialie ., o associated withwus. |/ ~rosy.
Uk actually with our organization but very closely assoclated WLt ..}~
. ll‘gtl\s/llczfluciil -;).9}75‘, five additional people; who ,‘."91'9“1"?‘1‘ n into captivity "
e e T ink wo havo & great chance of getting theso frve
o MreMax IAM, Yes We‘cel‘talnlybelleVeSOb. o g e
A %ﬁel\éﬁilmgxx.Th’eymade the release, they have given the pg_rlnes?.f RN
© 7 Mr. Mancman. Yes. We have been very happy the Jast couple. O+
da’ﬁle CHAIRMA\ Youha.ve notheard fromany ofthese ﬁve,only |

e were asociated with the church there 't'hat",ha‘d many schools' : o

\ .

concern for all of the ‘Americans who are there, and foreigners, and-

~ . T do thank-you for the opportunity to appear.... .-.- @ .. oo
. Mr. Guyer. Could I-ask have they replaced your Christian activity -
< - overthere now ; has it been n closed door? Tt i

Mr, Maxemad. As far as involvement by foreigners is concerned,

* yes. Now we received a report 2 weeks ago from. the gentleman—an -~ -
~ "~ American—who had left Vietnam just the day before. He. had chosen = -
to stay there at the time that the Communist regime was installed. -
‘He stayed there until hewas expelled from the country. He reported

“that as far as the activities of the churches are concerned, they are con-. .- -

o '.t‘;,inu_ing.‘So' we:are grateful for that,
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. Mr. Guxsn. Yes, They have been relatively favorable to Protestant .|
'.};_Mm',mii.lul_lgﬂg‘i_l,tllOliC groups there; or_has there b'e.en‘_‘re,‘si;riction's*before,“.t,lns |
. _hap ened? .‘""""‘i"“—;—--»..,-A: e e

- Mr. MANGHAM. Prior. to this? Dl

© . Mr.-Guser. Yes:

. Mr. MaNoHAM. Absdllu.tﬁé, ff.fegag")m,‘ -:y,eé;' P
Mr, Guyer. Thank you. .~ 0

" "The. Cuamaay. Before we call Jour next witness, sinco: we have.  © 1} © -
such’a fine attendance, we might, pass out the proposed itinerary for: . |
There is the possibility. that the committee. -

Southeast Asia. Tt is only a pro- . > 8oy 1!
LR . 'The CHAIRMAN.

" first experience in this room: We ha
. would beinterested inwhatyousay. T Lt
" Mr. Porter. Right. I appreciate very much: the opportunity to L

" might go to Paris, Geneva, and to

. posal. Mr. Macdonald, why do you not explain this briefly? "
.+ Mr. MacDoxap. We consider this itinerary really a strawyman be. )
. cauge-it-might have to-be massaged as'we g0

-+ briefings. with the Embassy staff, S
..~ French. officialy: who have hiad ongoing experience concerning their. - -~
o “own POW-MIA'S 'sincé"195,4;—a'n'd_--enrher?:‘tlearnin‘g..,from,A.th'e]m;,.jxhqt, coop o Wi taxe, Any. Contac
. wecan abott the 'di_fﬁ‘culties‘_they'f'ac'ed;infthis context and ‘what meas- ] S rectly;orany other public gesture'by the committee. ..o o
-+ ures-they have uged’ ‘in_(')r'cle'-rﬁto,achie'vé‘v whatever stccess they have - - .- ' ' '
e inethis area. T R T S T e
. “Hopefullyy the- DRV and PRG woild acquiésce to-ineeting with. ..
.- ~'the cominittee and discussing, substantively perhaps;the issues with: ~ |0
' "--,-',',-Whicl,ljthewcOmnut_tjeei‘s"'chargedi.'_ e T Gt
‘Tt also-reflects a trip-to Geneva ‘which would probably involve & S

" make the arrarigements. It would require o flight to Paris. Adfter

then we

‘along. The focus:is 2

" on those areas Into WIﬁfclftlrefc'ommi_tteevcan-“—go‘.J-a‘nd.i.n.;x‘v.hich.s.v.e;_._c,a_n.;,.;;.‘,.L;.A;. RO A S e S
T Trappear: 'bi’ffore"youztoday*and‘—-bo-;pnesentf-what-vI-»,-«th'i'nk‘.yare.._s"q'me,:.,qon.-_-:.i,:,,'A,,;.j‘....‘_.;.._'._

" siderations, which it is important for:the committeoxto: take into- . - .
account: before:making any more decisions ds:to’the direction thatit. -~

would contact certain.. o
* will take, any contdets with the-Vietnumese, either directly orindi- . - o

" subcommittee of the committee rather than the entire committee itself.

resentatives who did go along. to Geneva would meet with our own

" US. officials, with the U.N. High Commissioner

- inatter with which the committes has been: charged, as  matter of
-~ “fact; hopefully moving into Vientiane and conducting discussions

— returning-ultimately to Bangkok, then through Hong Kong. so-that -
. yve could receive a briefing by the ‘consul general; who has been in- -

U for Refugees, who
‘. has been instrumental in any of the ongoing activities; and aléo meet- .
7 ing with the International Red Cross officials. there to learn what' .
..t e ean frbm-then'iand"perlmps,enlist further efforts on behalf of the = |
| ‘vA'm'ericanp,eop]éb‘y'the',Red Cross.. = 0.0 et
© " Then it ‘envisions & trip to Bangkok from which operations at'the. . .

" Thistiming, of course, must be flexible, dependiiig upon. the reaction ]
~we get from the other end. Tt would be intended there that those rep- =~

" volved in quite-a few of the ‘repatriation activities, and:then subse- -

" quent return to Washington. . *

. This.of ‘course is & strawman. depending to a degres on the reéép- .
. tion e receive from the other side and whatever comments the.com-
. mittee itself would like to make.. T e R U
. The Cramay. I think probably after we hear Mr. :Porter, we. R O
" might go into executive session. I have 's‘pmethi_ng-el'se I would liketo - | -

" takeap \Wit_h”the'commit':tee-brleﬁy.‘ L

' . Our next_witness wil

. po—————

o '1"1;"91'-.hloérnblllcql‘dntn of Mr. G@get}; Porter see . 124, PR

S0 | oo bricly. areth Porter2 Mr. Porter isthe
" director of the Indochina Resource Celntex“.-“Mr‘. ‘Porter ‘-lyaS'been most -

- helpful to the committee, hias met with the corimittee st'ﬂff,'dnd‘\li‘aé, S
bers anid has made suggestions to the-chair: ..*

" Firstof all,. let me say afew: words about the'p
.. committeg's jurisdiction and: general role. i -t o

- research-in Vietn

*"say, the first resl American historian on 20th centur

| pl“gy‘ingl’a{ role as ascholarin thisregard. .

‘ T

N met with individual ‘Mem
. nan in'theform of a letter.

T We abe very "gla‘cl‘to~h‘s'x_-ve~Mr.»~Pbr£ér:_ap'p‘e'a'rﬁtodayn.l"z')é"féi'é:tl&é: sjéle.‘c‘t.:, SRR
- committee. T O IR

| STATEMENT. OF GARETH PORTER, DIRECTOR, INDOCKINA :

.. RESOURCE CENTER

R 1\'[,'1'-.7?.'130_1{'1"1-:.11} ‘Thal;lk-“y‘(_)'ll'l very ‘irzl_tjch, ',Mr.‘wCllaifr“r'l.z&l.-ﬁfirx“.'s't"6f~;a1‘1‘-,f‘ R
let me ‘say I appreciate the opportunity, to appear before you. .
You might have to talk a little louder: This is our - e

ve some people in therear. who .

- . [

. IR
t -n;""'l,'""(‘ et

N Orrmios, It Tmay, T think it would bo well if you gave just
(o T OTTINGER, JR L ITAT, S AR srenk you'gave just ©
Bl oy o tkgrnd by o fpak e i

" Mr, Porter, All right, good: suggesti 0

- 'ma‘i'_ilysinv"'V'etna ese};(}}lomm}tlxnls(;;t f,gi%alrsf]}ha,vga done & gG(')d"‘dénlv'of.: D
~‘and on previous occasions during 1968 for 24 m% nths.??l “_i}?,sb?;t?dt.mn %

Then I took an 18-day trip to North Vietnam i ‘,'Decemjb'é;'fof.r 1974, |

- and: January of 1975, along with David Marr, the person who began o

" the Indochina Resoures Center in 1971 and 3, 1 think it s foirto
‘Vietnam; and = -

Fraices Fitzgerald; the Pulitzer Prize-winning author-of “Fire in .~

.. .JCRC would be undertaken for familiarization of the’ committee,; & | ", the'Lake;” abook about Americangin Vietnam. . .ol

+"~In April of this year, I also was partof a deleg R L
R T e S A  delegation:of’Americans, .
e ehly moving into Vieniune nd conducting Gsemeclons | inchiding Congyosaman Nod Pattson of Now Yook, who wenttoParis
“with the other side’s officials there,. meeting with the Lifo: officials; | _;'zoi_ﬁeﬁk ;not-ox;lyﬁW1th the delegation. of the PRG in-Paris, butalso -
. 'to the variou§ other parties.and’ s ke had an interest in the -
et i groups ko i1 Ty e
- On that occasionwe spent most of 1 day talling ‘with Ambassador

" Thi and' his'delegation on: probleris' of the peace settlemént and of o

Amgrican:Vietniam relations. I have attempted during thess yearsto -

. munist policy and American policy in Vietnam, " - ..
- I 'have been, T think it is no éeycret' ’sgi'l"lam" A N
.- 1ave been, & thin 10 18 110¢ ‘strongly opposedto A Lo
involvement in that war from the bégirinir%.}-"lﬂlf)‘eﬁt‘ it wus»l?;grtl)‘r:ﬁ; R
" unwise, but also that we had "noﬁlegitima’te"ri"ght‘toi-‘inter{réhé‘in the .
war, However; T have not: felt that this ras in'any way-&.ber to my.

.ot

oblemof ther |

.M. Powr. All right, good suggestiofs vivsh of oll, Thave been
% specialist on. Vietnamese: politics- since .--1968'»w}i'en=7']z.- .entered the - .- -
_".Cornell University Southeast Asia.program. T have:specializéd pri- P



" T would like-to suggest that this-cominittee has & very umporian: - - |
il would-‘lllfg 'ittoi:liwgi fmg to take action which would be courageous .

: :Lcr)xlc(I5 ‘&I%I;at}l{;‘:ler the circumstances, given the situation rega:dlpg: t};e S

. * Joint-Military Team that the implementation-of provision 8b; having |
- to do with the. facilitation of information on missing in action as }véﬁ N

-~ .8 repatriation, that this article was linked in terms of implementation -
|t i ‘both to.the-other two articles of—the.provisions of article 8, that isthe .. -

" executive branch’s past and present policy-toward-Vietn :

. two Governments i‘nyol-.ve , ¢
. is, the. Democratic Republic of Vie g
.- Provisional Revolutionary. quermnex}t,,p . Vietnam, anc; B 1.
" The Vietnamese liave, on both DRV and PRG side e et to Sl
gsing in action

b empet

.- The first point that I want to make is:that this problem of missing. = | -
. in action in Vietnam is esséntially.a diplomati
 problem of misunderstanding betyeen t:he,,\.f1et11(lix'm§s
- tites regarding what needs to be done regar l5es o communics:
""" not o problem of any particular technical difficu t‘lesl}?ir cision by the ~ |
- tiens difficulties; it is essentially a problem of political decisio ot |
two Governments involved, or the three Governments involved; Eh .} -
f Vietnam, that is North Vietnam, % -~ | - | . o8 gy 5
You ith , 0 B e e e L e T
SP,‘%ﬂ_l.;Vl,e't_m‘“‘f oo g Let me say that this Jl){oslt1on,_taken;'.byrthe two Communist govern- = .
1kes most Americans as inhumane because we- -

- The Vietnamese hotle, O DOt @ on underthe Pari
“that they are aware of their obligationunder theX'ari
o il;:ryﬂ'0“};'941‘ﬁ91,¢'58-(b_) :reg‘ﬂ.»fdl_’.lg-.-f.“.ljli:a“-?‘r’f}};}:}ﬁfaﬁ?f’;‘(}m‘Vﬁémam, SRR I

. as well a8 facilitating the repatriation oI the dzac + doing this, t6

e ic problem. It is not'a...~ -
d,lplomatm ‘proé and thé Un.ite.dr. Y o
the MIA’s;at s’ ~.. 47

' .and,

. ‘ments on this issue str

exchange of civilian pr,isg'mers'.and"{;le- exchange of prisoners of war. i‘-." R
urthier, that this'article 8 was linked as'a whole to theimplemen- -

tation of the rést of the agreement, .

- ... This has been the main diplomatic problem during the war, that is ~ - .

~ that the Communist governments, both North and South, took the posi-

#.. " tion that the implementation of this particular provision, which the =
- United States, of course, was most urgently: interested.in, had tobe -

implemented only as the rest of the agreement. was implemented, as =

" " There is no controversy on the specific.techniquies o

. Tl be-glad to oive you that article for therecord.r- . TSI I
e .“?‘%‘i’izgﬁv‘;‘i "3 %lifﬁtﬁ&on—.‘-tnou;  quotation, but & statement. g*ﬂ%{‘;i}:ﬁ S
" both-Ambassador Nguyen Van Luu of the DRV and Ambassador DIk .-

B Ba Thi of the PRG-in New York at the United Nations.. .

o bal Lo < olvine bilateral U- -'latioﬁs.Wit'H" o
SRR tiglly, this isa. roblem_1n\z(_)lv1ng“b1,l?»t0r8»1 U.S. rel e
110DV with o PG it el by e Tt
- States to take any actions which are regarcec B K5 L o e o
" eimments as. necessary in order-to have reciprocal IMPIEMERIALIOH o}

b Drovicions of fho ‘Paris agreeniont, which they consider to b .

S B T b to explail that “rob.lem.:'ixi,s‘a,';lii:;tlelirlnofpidefail,llﬂt?r‘,?‘n‘rf&‘ i
B Ib Yltllng}{): oig?g)j}?tli{lvi‘nlw }tg'ﬁll'in a little.of the ;d;plomgt1c.lll$t0}f y: o
ut let. me: begin 1o wav'in which. it became »llnkigi- Klﬂll"gnoghr%l o
. ’ ! g N -y o Loy - . . e‘ -

ision of the Paris agreement ; that is article 21, which plecg N
- chr(::tl:;?tllgn aid;-p'OStWag reconstruction aid for-bqth~p@ﬂsi§f;‘glet¥ﬂt§: A .
7 7 The MTA. issue, a3 youmay haye already been told b{)o, cialsofthe ..
- Department ‘of Defenseé and the Department of ;Stathf, o e that
" the Paris agreement in article 8(b), which was part of an axticle, Lah |

L  of the MIA issue and the way in

gtill effective: . = i o

" isarticle 8, which included two other provisions. . -

" The.first part of this threé-part article, proyision 9t&) ad todo
S wi%i?(tahefrepgtriatipn of grisoners.of. war, Article 8%32111::}(11%31(11(: I:g)tl!t i
e movide for th - t0n of remains, and artiele provi- |

" Ination and provide for the repetriation of remains, ang arvigle provi-—. - -

R :,?3:? %?'ca)“}(}é%l:to do with the retmilnv :: exchange of cmlmpsy};o, were .
. cantured during the conflict for whatever reason.. . » . 7 ... o |
o cm'}f}\llge%%\{;lgﬁhlgﬁ)afimk the position 1n~-.neg9§3qtions w1th111)1 ﬂtle‘ S B

- ':'_Is"ourzll"',b,rty]Jointf Milit‘aty"CqmmiSSip_n"‘and,tlher_‘rln‘tlhq“Ein'l‘”‘r'-; ar y o

-the steps to he taken to

SO dsenado

ecame part of - - |

" provisians of t
- taken by the U.S,

- have n political so

i consider. the:implementation..of missing.in-action_provision:as ahu
. manitarian problem, which in fact it is, However, I think it Isimpor-" © .
w7+ tant for us to.understand that from the Vietnamese point of view t ere .
.« are other provisions of the Paris agreement which are equally humani-
k 2 ledoe. Tn fact; the Vietnamese recently- Said..:pﬁblid]y.'thaill&‘.'ﬂ;f.,.', - | . .. tarian in‘their implications, including, first of all, during the conflict . ... "
LTIy ROW e e ermit American search teams to go to both-North

* " they are willing to permit American search! hes:are necessary for.ie-
* and South Vietnam to make whatever searsnes &0 JvErE L e
. patriation of 'emains'.-'Tlns-was.m-anar.t‘lcle,.-quo“?- e R 1076 T .

" \;%L:rl;::itllfpf{ligk-lirn‘ the Chicago Tribune, Wednesday, A“gusw 1975 I S

o itself the problem of civilian prisoners captured dring' the war and =
;- . held by the' Saigon Government in various prisons an jails around:, -
w7 I think itiga well-documented fact that this article of the agreement .~
+~, Was not carried.out completely by thie-Thieu government, that there ~ = -
. were certainly tens of thousands, I do not think there is any necessity ~ ..
-+ .. to come to.an agreément on the total number of prisonersinvolved here, * -
. but there were'tens of thousands of civilians captured by the Saigon ~© -
.+ Government that remained in jail throughout the duration of the war, - .
- ~were not freed until, in fact, a couple of days befors Saigon was taken =~
- overbythe Communists, .=~ - oo T T T
- So this is an example of the kind .of humanitarian problem which- . "
- they considered as equal in value to the. problem of missing in action..

- Of course, th Y also' were' concérned about the political and military. - -
1o agreement, Contrary to the view that I know hasbeen.”
, Aﬁovemment,‘I think there is adequate evidence that
- both the DRV and PRG felt from the beginning of this that they-did.- -
" have an interest in'a. political solution to the problem rather thana . -
. military solution, and the final outcome of this conflict, I would argue, =~ ..
. and I make this case in great detail and with a great deal of documen- -
© . tation in & book-which is to be published in January by Indiana Uni- = = .
- ... -versity Press on the Paris Agreement; entitled “A’ Peace Denied”; T =+
~;think that it ig argiable that they felt that it was in their interest to- -
.~ have ﬁtibn,-and‘that their expectation was that there was .
8t least a chance for some kind of political negotiated settlement rather =
.-+ than'a military solution to the conflict, and they did, in fact,offer terms. "
- .which in retrospect, I think'most people would agree, would have been .

- »much more fa_vOrabietd-u’sth‘an the final outcome of ’tiléjwar. T P
-~ They did use the missing-in-action provision of the agreement asa- ~ .
- political:Jever to try to obtain American and Seuth Vietnamese con-

.- .eéssions on. other ﬁ-gi'ovisions;"qf' the agreement in' which: they were
-/ primarily interested, . 0 . oo T



" that is that articls pertaining to the American: ledge of postwar re-

" constriction assistance to both North and South Vietnam. -

- In fact, the article itself states that the United. States: Rledgeé'; to .. |
- provide to heal the wounds of war and. provide postwar assistance to -~ . . - '
" all of Indochina, including Laos and Cambodia as well: The United -~ |

" States; from the beginning of the negotiations on the implementation
* of the agreement took the position that they "would notcomplete any

" arrangements for postwar, assistance to_Vietnam until the agreement: L

o was i’xxi;;}’eméntédto the satisfaction of the United States, - -
l‘«-.-.»---i—l,.'III_;OtJ ' ‘ ‘

the same way that. the other side used article 8 (b),as s lever to'try to———r
- get concessions from the-other part of the negotiating process on those. ...+ .~

. parts of the agreement that they werémost concerned about.. .
_. For example, on.January 24, 1973, Henry
' conference: . . x R

L We will discuss the "issu‘e,»‘of, écdh’dml;é‘-re'coﬁstm'c'tionf..fc}i"’f‘im; I:hdgc‘h‘i;in,f‘i'-ri’cl_ﬁd-‘j T
“ing North Viétnam, only after the signing of the agreements and after the imple- . -

" mentation fswelladvanged: L L, o
© ' There was in fact in February. of 1973 set up in.Paris.a Joint Eco- :
~homi¢ Commission, made up,of three members from the United States. . . |
" ‘and three members from North Vietnam, which-had the mission of .

" deciding on the basis of postwar.economic relatioris between the United .

(=] fiaby

" Statesand Vietnam. "

- 'However, despite-the. f,;iéﬂ thattlnsCommlssmn 'madé'yérfygrzipi'd
. progress in‘coming to an agreement on-the t‘echnical_.prbblem;an‘d_.t'he
" modalities of U.S. postwar aid to Vietnam, the Urnited States made- o

. the;decision that it would not sign any such agreement for"postwar
. aid until the Noith: Vietnamese made certain

.- sionsundertheagreement. " . o o0 o o
. Now, thie most important concession the United States demarided in . -
"this regard’ was. that the, North Vietnamese: press their Cambodian: -
allies, the .Cambodia1i revolutionary forces, to ‘bring about 's-ceasé-

 firein Cambodin", .

- ¢cerned -with' the Lon-Nol government, which ‘was under veiy great 1
. _-military pressure and was in danger-of being overrun in'1973. Sothat - -~ o
e used article’ 21-as a means of trying to press the Vietnameseto - - AR

IS ‘press their allies'in Ca bodia. to. bring about a cease-fire. .- - .

.o . .

- Tt/should be pointed out here that there is nothing in the-agreement * |

* . which calls upon.thé. Vietnamese to: take any’ responsibility’ for the. .. |
- cenée-fire.in Cambodia. Iiv fact; nothing in the Paris agreement-calls”. -
for a cease-fire in Caiiibodia. That was an entirely separate issue:. - 7
So, in this case, the United States was trying, to obtain a concéssion = - |
 “thin1; really wds not's part-of the Paris agreement itself, There are .- SR G
- “other concessions' which: the United States-demanded as well for sig- . )
" fature.of an’agreément on-postwar aid"which need ‘mot, I-think, be T

‘ goneintoindetail .-

er words, the United States was using article 21 precisely in -

Kissinger said in a niews .

‘specific political conces-~

-1 should add that this-is not a -position which was. unique in'the. .
" negotiations on the implementation of the Paris Agreement, ecatise it . .l
.- jsvery.clear that:the United States took precisely the same-approach =~ -
.. in its implementation of the agreement, parﬁlfdﬁlﬂrly;und“l‘“want::toj. R B

emphasize thie importance of this—on article 21 of the agreement,and = - |

, '.}"th(:_&Pziri:si{greement.: e L
‘ , .. AsTunderstand it, and.‘Iemphasiieliefét'h‘at't"hisi: bsedopg care:
" Yoi may recall at that time.that; the United States wag-quite con-. < . ful reading of all their statements, what they have said publicly and -~ -

s

. My‘mgjor point here is simply that both sidles tried to'use the pro N

" -have a copy of his statement, " -

. vision .of the agreemeit in ihich the United States was most con- - - :
| ment 1n whi ited States' was m S
,~-,~'-.cle_lne-dam‘trl_CIQﬂ(1?).1.111.ﬂlle_c!‘ls.eaqﬂtl}e',_.Uni.tedrStates,"ahdﬂartiglsgﬂclogl i
. the case of the Vietnamese parties, to try to:get concessions onthose . .
.,pl'%:r;.s;ging.1,tAwas‘ntlost concerned with, : ST
7 Now let me go.to another point which T e e
; .cox’i‘limttce,e to ultl’dérsta.nd. i P .“_ HCh I 'thm‘-l-‘ e Qltallt.fqp th‘ls‘_ L
- The Cuamyan. Mr. Porter; what you are bringin is i of oredt’
~* . interest-to the committee. Ave our probléms i ringing U3 18 of great -
" The CiaRMaN. Some members would like t L T
 youcould,summarize, pers would like to ask you questions. It
- Mr, Harx1v. I also have a plané to catch this afternoor oreatly
et S0 have a plane to catch this g ternoon. Iam greatly -
S ?;&flll‘ggteé}ﬁl;}l}{llgtMr:.»Po_rtgr. has discussed. I am ,Wonde'ring?if "]\v,)e'ff
- {amos sh lodey i s, e, vither o Gl it b
- Mr. Moaxzzy, Or else‘could he submit it, for the record, We could .~~~

= g s o1 e

.- Mr. PortEer: What I'did plan tc e s e
-+ .. o DORTER, What I dig plan to do wag to follow this up with 1 -
o ﬁa}t,grlixetrlxltnfll{lalg Ighe.cpmmlgteé could follow uponIv:%u dv{;e h:;;;lrl,
" what Thave covered abindy. o e You dush sk auestionson -
SR Lﬁzlﬁhmml’ﬂly hOth‘l'l'II,l'In‘ari.zq?""' S Do e
. ghok, Ronrz. Let mo by to cover s couple of points in summary form
" Thotwo points I think aromostimportant arethese: -+
el  points I think are mostimportant aréthese: -~ .- -2 .0 o
- First of all, there isa lot of confusion about the'Vietnamesé{idsitioﬁ

- right now of the terms under-which they are ready to comply fully. =~ B

~with article 8(b). There is'a widespread notion that the Vietnamese. .  '["?’ 7

~ position is that the United States must first give’ - reconstruc: |
1rst- give postwar r -
f;:;ezgléf)%gf;%"g}?d %plll_ths' ?{)1etnt}zlm, and o’ﬁly tlll)'en Wouldeiﬁgs %‘;(t:
" oniply with article. + that:is, give full information of the © * .
o M;I‘fluis q‘nd,facllhtate thefrepatris)tt,ion 'p‘‘rc?é‘egs;.n,;e full lnfol‘xy‘r.natlon‘:‘gfj the S
. Lhis 1s simply not accurate.‘In‘.fMt"theﬁ?Viétnamesé osition i sists
- only on the piinciple of rggiprq¢ity"1;etWeei1 these’ f,wf perVils:i:)rlllssllsgg R

- i A

o~ 'what they have said to'some people in private—I. e
e “have said to-some people In private—I have not ‘ex 1
Hui ﬁﬂly ‘myself with them personally—but it is"myL'mdérst::amlillc(ljir'r‘id
 that their position is that if the United States were -,to?éominit'itself A
. In principle, to providing some kind of postwar reconstruction assist:
LRt North and Sotth: Vietnam, that they would be prepared toin- . .-
- 1 PBIthQ process of implementing article 8(b), and that it is-even -
- possible they would complete the Implementation of that article be- -
fo%ahn%rs -e'-cl.ﬁ.‘.’fa.ld'beg@néo'ﬂow,toVlétnam. e T
.- What they are concerned about, however, and T think thisis under- =~
Stli,tn&lab.le, is that they. do not want to be in a position of 'llfi’]i?igl:’:%z- VI
- plied with article 8(b) and then be left in the position of not having . .
“amy satisfaction in.ferins of American compliance with article @1, . . .
S o that what this means, T think, is tha there is a very simple way
"o resolving this impasse. That is for the United States to say':'If.ym}x. ':



: . “|" . international diplomstic and economic contacts and.ties so that they =

arewﬂlmo'tocomnnt ‘y(‘)uvrSel'f’to c“i"fﬁ.'-iﬁgﬂ‘oﬁﬁ\ai:ﬁ“"le: 8.(5)"‘48‘“‘1‘55}"0“’;5 . ' " can’'move into & position which is more comfortable sand somewhat = .-

*“!-j:~-z"':in“ndvance;'t'o “follow- up: with- a'*’[)rOgram---of; _Jpostwa_r.>;recOnstructiOnﬁw..,f, S 1 s T t,h’i’ﬁk’.‘bher'e‘“is““il_;"gbod"‘dea'l’f‘of “evideﬂifé“?fﬁh‘zitf't}i’éf‘Viéﬁﬁﬁ"lﬁééé"‘ }iiiiké’ ' "‘ B """"'"‘

.. assistance. So that there would be the agreement on the principle of - | B “ L
- “reciprocity, at the same time we would not be in the position ofbemg, - | - "States. What they are concerned about, is that.up to now the United - -
1 think the term is often used, “extorted by the Vietnamese®, - 7| Btates hasnob given any indication, any sign of any kind, that weare

in thiskind of relationship, . = . .. o L

‘ .4 great deal to gain from this kind of relationship with the United

" That is to say, we. would not have to fork the money over an,dxonl)’_-f oo interested at a)
' then have compliance with this article. ~ o o Lo Lot T (S0 T would say, In answer to your. ques

"~ The second point is this question of leverage. It 1s.s_a1d,sI.t]n_nk R x.‘t,henf ,Pm'*fLhoﬁ’lng"ln;some_ way to loosen up, free up. the process here '
" Congress, and in editorials, that the United States must exercise g 0|0 in the United -States which 15 holding back ‘anj -movement toward =
- levérage on the Vietanamese by withholding reconstruction aid now.- © - | " . rapprochement between the United States and the two Vietnams, = . '
I am sure you have all heard this saidi-A number of Congressmenhave. © ~.i= - The Cuamman. You feel confident that the North and South Viet- - =
" suggested, for example, that we withhold consideration of any request . . .. namese will move ahead and will release these Americans? . . .

. until the Vietnamese comply with article 8(b). ~ ~ - . ... o o0 Mr Porrer. Tamsure that they would,yes, . . -G
— = What is-forgotten here;of course;is-that:it- s-impossible-to-use:this-~-. Mr~M0AELFYInv1ewofthet1meframe,Iwould]usta,ssoongwe

tion, this is'a gesture on’ - -

- withholding as leverage unless, at the same time, there is some indica- . . .|~ the rest of the pinel a chance-to ask questions, I think our colleague = - -

- tion that we are willing to provide the aid if indeed they docomply. "\ 1" - on'the end is probably chafing:at the bit because of the plane he has . '
~*with'article 8(b). So what is missing here is some tie between thetwo - . - "} . toreateh, o oL T L A
"issues.SQ‘that",the*Viétnamese-jdo‘feeﬁth@trthey.'hﬂ\’e something tologe. - .-\ ... The Cramman: Mr. Harkin, if there is no objection, '~ * " = = o
~* if they continue to withhold this complignee. " © oo e o et M IN - you,: Mr, Cha | ‘ S
" Right now, I think it is clear that the U.S: Government hasmo .- - .. ab4:80.-Yousay that the’ Vietnamese would. implement all of 8(h).

" leverage on-the Vietnamese, There is simply nothing we can do or’ ;. - |~ . on the basis of a commitment by ‘
"+ .withhold from them swhich would have any impact-on their thinking - ~.. | . . struction aid. Now it is a little bit different than my-understandingin
"' on this, until we made a decision we are ready to give them postwar '~ ~ | . talking with Thi. It seemed that Th, at Jeast as I understood itysaid
" reconstruction aid under the circumstances that they comply with.the. * - |-~ they would implement 8}b,;‘.0n'the,'ba8ivs'of » mtuality of progresson
© agreement. . . . B A SR It.he-;!l‘r'np.lglnentatmn of 8(b i X K
1 think that completes my summary.. .~ .. . |- impression was,T donot remember him saying it exactly—m impres- -
. The Cuarraan; Thank you, Mr; Moakley? =~ =~ = - . ..~ ..\ . 'sion was that they will not do anything on 8(b) until we% :
" Mr, Moaxcey. The point you hit on is what we talked about in prior- .~ '] - somethingon 21, they had to bothimove together. ~ .- ° . . |
" sessions. I am wondering just exactly what the Americans did promise .~ | - .~ - - Mr.Porrer. I think that is the correct way of putting the principle
them,inreturnfor whaty - - . o0 e T ~they embraced. . 0wt e T T SRR
" Althongh we feel the MIA: is & humanitarian situation, they prob-- - "7~ - - Mr. Harziv. You'said all'we had to do was make the commitient, -
" . ably feel the reconstruction aid is also humanitarian, In light of your = " .1 © I do not understand why they would go aliead on'8(b), .~ - - .. .
- saying that you do not think anything is gding to happen, whatdoyou .. - |~  Mr Porrer I »a‘m,%l_ad;yqu asked for clarification of that; T wantto .. -
. think would. precipitate the wire service teport thiat shows they are. * * |'. - -add something to that. = . . - AR 00
“about to release some people? . o o Tt T s T .'..That,‘lg,glearly, 1f the Vietnamese felt that Congress was not going
“.' " Mr. Porter. This gets into o related point which I have not covered: .- | .. toDass a request by the administration for postwar reconstruction aid,
. so far. There'should be no question'in your mind that the Vietnamese - |-+ . . This would not be o sufficient commitment. In other words, there has - -
. " on'both sides, North-and Sotith Vietnam, are very eager to haveclose, = . .~ " ‘to._be, when I say a.commitment, there has to be a promise whichis-. = -
- friendly, mutually profitable relations with the United States, Thisis' .-~ | " - effective from their point:of view that there'is going to be an aid pro- ©
.basié to an understanding of their foreign policy with regard to the . . | - . gram. Thatisto say that there has to be a request placed before Con- - -
. Let me say the: Vietnamese-made it clear to us when we were in' ' .. -|. " gressthen that there is a readinessto give this favorable consideration, .~
- Hano, that they hoped very much there would be an opportunity for . - - |- " All T am saying is that from their point of view they have to b -
' the United States and Vietnam to have friendly relations: they have | SRS I v-‘?’{ssulfed that therg 13 going to be progress on this matter and not merely
- snid’ privately—this is not something they would say publicly—but .- ...~ on the basis of an abstract promise that we will offer to Congressa .
" “they have said privately. to correspondents in Hanoi—there.is-an-" .| * ° program ‘of reconstruction aid, . . T TR TSI T
article May 11 in Agence France Presse, quoting Vietnamese officials - . .BUt‘Whﬂ_t T am saying is it is still possible that we. could haveall of ~ ..
- ag saying privately that if the United States were to haveanem- - | the' MIA information in our hands and repatriation taken care of
.. bassy in Vietnam, this would ease their problem of relations with =~ .| . befors any actual aid reached them. That is, the process would have -
'~ the Soviet Union and China considerably, and that they are-enger . .-"| . .begun and the agreement on the part of the administration 'and Con-: "

. for'the United States to play & role in allowing them."to.'d'i_v’e,rsi‘fy thei;';." CoL

_ Mr. Hargxy. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. T do have-a plane to'c atch

the-United States for postwar recon- L

) and 21, but that it could not—at Jeast my - .



|  gress héd :bieef.l made éieaf for a.n aid ‘i)rdirrajﬁi',
: 'ﬁagvprpgress' was taking place on
“elarify that¥: :

~ . Mr. HargN. | f
~are going to want a flow of aid at the s
" patriation of MIA’s unaccounted for. = .

T do not know, it just seems £o me they 'wére“sayihgt.tﬁat'théédrﬁmit'-'-' L

~- ment, or’ & promise, just was not.th t good because we havebroken-all

.+ “our promises. . ' S e T SR
.. Mr; Porrer. Yes. In other words, it is not )
. we reaffirm article 21, but. there has to be SOmething'beyond,that, say-: .

" ing we intend to do this, and this, and this. That is why there were . .

" rnegotiations, as you recall, in 1973 between North 'V ifatnam-.‘ar_xd',.thel el
 Joint Economic Commission. By

. Tmited States, which I referred to, and &

- gpecific agre
~ " and the basic format, and size of it.
. Mr., HARgIN. .

: .;..February;l.g'zga,.Joint‘.Eco'liomricf,Comm,ithQ was

.. Mr. Porrer: That i3 right.” .-
.. Mr., HARRIN. I think it ‘would
* .- information on what ha.’p.%
' any- indication’ from ‘the

", agreements or iper:S;onal-commi_tment,s that Kissinger m
~ . atthattime? Tt may-enlighten us if we had thiginformation.. - - -
- M. Porrrr, You mean after the agreement or before it was )
*. . Mr. Hargiy. Before it was signed. In other words, if they wereDe- -
~ gotiating in Paris on the basis of postwar: reconstruction, on what

" basiswere the'y,negotiating_? o

asis of their negotiations as to_any secret

" M. PortEr. I think the ansWef' to that is that ‘.'oance, the :agr_eb'rr?iéht o

" was signed, Henry Kissinger went to Hsnoi in early February 1978.

- In that series of meetings that he held ‘with the North Vietnamese of- -
. ficials, they came to an agreement snd there was & joint communique
. issued: on February 14, 1973, which stated that there would be estab-

- Jished this Joint Commission. There is 10 ev1
- that agreement was made before the Paris agreement itself was signed, ..
" but ‘was something that w ' i §

thesigning and the beginning of the negotiations in Paris. -

A5 far as I know, there was no further commitment on the part of
o States 04 to the nature of the aid that we would give. This = -

eso Six people meet i:n'-_Pariéz'-po;yQu: R -tbink';,the.?point._tiat,ﬁypu"mi“séa“abdut"u'-n:e e d ey

s poplo sk n P D00 v imprdandone b i 0 e of oded ordnatin 0. ;.

. yag only tobe decided in the negﬁtiatlons.:y;

“ “ "M, HARKIN, How long did t
‘- liave any idea? - SR

. Mr. Porre. Yes. Thej}‘;'r‘net fvro"n'x:‘Mai:chr‘l.B'f:Uhij;'il'jt:he: time that the S
. us ion of the Paris agreement in-~ .
April, I believe 1t was April 19, 1973, when there was somewhatof a = ~

' United States suspended its implementat

o . crisis, you will recall ; there:

" nam by President Nixon: and: other officials. Then it began agﬁ;in in.- -
D oand .. -

June of 1073, after the June 13 communique between Le
Kissinger. . o S

w Th

-at the gdme time that s ; ,
the NﬁA ‘information. Does:that .

I do not know if it doés 'o‘r“'rnoﬁfI‘t“.se'em‘s‘ to methey S
ame time there is aflowofre- " | - U ’ .
S e o fusedto sign that agreement which had been negotiated. - .

enough for usto say that

| :'.7v‘.'“‘."f*;']'_‘hé:'prpblém-'wa,S*tha;t~tlle'-]Initﬁd-iStates‘.le_,f_ﬂs,e_.d; finally tosignthe .~ | .
i sement. which 1aid out the modalities of the aid program.

TE an indulgo tho committess time, You said in
set, up in Paris, three .- |

4 b good it this committes had some o
ened, What, was discussed ! ‘Would therebs -~ |

ay have made’ .

e oo hat Lknow of that

as negotiated in Hanoi between the time of B

was some talk about bombing anew in Viet- =" i~

~*"Congress. The only ‘problem.wag that the U.S. Governme

** . Mr. Harxin. One more, please, and this is totally unrelated.

7 'formally.or.informally; also find-out what they talked about. = .

M. PortiR, Yes, T could give you the names. . -

7 The Cn’;inm\'mm.‘ﬁive them to-Mr. MacD onald and we will -wak m e

. that area.” "

" _been brought out that because of the problem o 1ting .
. been brought out that because of the problem of accounti for MIA's
. especially, I know. myself, having been s pilot over tl:é%é,pfllait'ﬁ s(;:

o to g0'in thers, to dearm that or obtain the remains, let’s ey
L ,tlf%’ the remains of the pilot i\vho,m&y«havgbéglr? iﬁsé}}zﬁ ;iqué;?r, ;d‘en“' A
o -6n-enﬁalé<.nﬁg.~w,ltll:Th,r, I also know he stated to me very explicitly =
X I de]m there was a lot of unexploded ordnarice throughout Vietriam ERE
" gnd lie said they. either needed the personnel or something' to take o

‘care’of that, and did'not have it, and they wanted it.. -

that typeof work? = .

sigred? | . Do you feel they would ever allow trained Americans in thereto.do. -

¥ - .Mr. Harg1y. Jlnl_st‘-you‘r, feeling,

M. Porrsr, T think it is. instructive-that in 1973 there was'a very . |

| important American mine deactivation team in Haiphong, station

o popoTiant A n-mine deactly 1 team in Haiphong, stati .

B 51595297, the first, American military. presence ianortE Vigt,na'r!:l 211111%% e
| 1954, except, of course, for the POW', Their report is that, with the .~

_ “exception of those specific. diplomatic issues, which, of course, there -

~ . witha minimum of personal antagonism—and that certainly the Viet-.
.‘ 'puSrpoIs’.,es..\Vhich-they,felt were in their interest. - .
"So I do not see any matter.of principle which would stand in'the

-~ a mission for this purpose: - -

" both North and South Vietnam.. . .

7 construction aid is such & very '“rgént’mlde,fllinl;t“deéply' felt, issue for

PRI

G eme—t—s

Y R ‘ S

L ¢ have t‘sli,ll:(‘éc‘l‘.td‘at.»iéﬁst onén.ierirﬁlbélrl‘of the Amm e
" tells me that the negotiations we er of th can delegation,

| B wiells me that, the negotiations went very smoothly, they ‘arri;gdl‘gltlw%? o

O I tually complete agreement on the nature of the \motican assistince,
- that-the U.S- delgationagreed- to-formulate-a. series of options for.. ..

" T would hope that perhaps our staff could contact these'three in li-
N TR St Yeherriabgll Aialieiet il sball cOuLa LOL actthese three-m.dl- RIS
_ viduals, and. T think it would be mterestm%-to” talk to them, ‘fe'ithérf; e

- The Cmammaw, There is no problem on that. Do you have:the e

.~~~~i-r—"'~~'---l'~lVIr;~-IfIARi{'IN..;i’Beczilléé‘--:df«-yoﬁ'n;j{zl‘l.bﬁlédge::O'f,;ﬂie;Xllf;iétllafﬁéSé;,it,.lilaS'_.;....,A‘_i_i,,:.' U

‘ e o " ‘plane went in there would be perhaps unexplo Sy U
R Chited States and three from the DRV, not from the PRG. = " B e D s rs yained pesomel

7 My: Porrer: Well, T cannot give any 411tho‘fitatiy¢;ré'plys'to that.

“were differences of opinion over, they were able to fulfll their mission <

namese were willing to have the military personnel there for specific 5

. ::way of some kind of trained, even military, persorinel accompanying - Lo

- They face a situation, particularly T I o I
U BT et 4 situation, partic rly in those areas in central" et

I I-:_,‘.".lt‘eif “}9 bombing was heaviest, of unexploded ordnance-oﬁ{ziffﬁﬁf I
o -1314.‘}91'““:-.‘;}‘9}’5’4?9 likely to have peopledying from stepping on w-
| R (.t.:{.]l)lqc ed mines for centuries, literally centuries. You know there are
. . L e o negoti R I Deople dying in Germany and France from unexploded ordnance
o - We-agreed.to go back to the negotiations. Theyconhnued;tonegome~' o of World War i R L
o \ate‘.u,ntiTJuly,-1973, Essentially, 1t was about 9 months of negotiations. . « . L L ST




1 would suggest that the situation in South. Vietnam ig far worse.. . . | . Provis 8 Se
. than an{ythingWe saw in Europe. So that it would be:very, verymean- ' . |- oth of those arecarried out. = o T
- ingful for them if the Unite “States made a gesture to provide any. [ Mr. GoyEr One last comment. This ‘committee would be entirely
- kind of technology which would help them:in the roblem of unex- T[T we-have-I o 8 , 1]
e .| . tripsall overthe laces described, and if they do not talk to us as being.

r0visions,‘;-;a11d'*we‘see;‘thqjtﬂtlle ,1ii£pj01"probl‘ein'-i"s‘ simply to insure that. B

~helpless;-we “have o' policymaking. authority, we could be making. . i

" ploded ordnance there. They do have some technology they are-ex- * | = . L OVE LCBS Bese ANG 1L 11e , a3
SR sentatives of people we represent, our-only mission would beto "

- ploiting to the fullest. I know. they claim that they exploded some - |, repre

. 50,000 mines and other ’unpxplo_cledldrdm}-n.cve in’a period.of 1 month, N
< 1n’'1 province of South: Vietnam. This gives you some impression of - | v R L v e avidenblaty.
S our wheels, if what you say 1§ evidentiary. -

" come back and persuade Corigress to give them aid, and that is the onl o
" fulfillment we could acc’ompl%sh. Other than that, %ve,‘aré- just S.p,inn'ing L B o

" the maenitude of the problem; I think ‘this is something that-you = | = . Tar “p, . 0y 1 ; BT e A I S
g \ proviem, LR LS, B e you. o .| i Mr. Porrer: 1 understand that this committee cannot: legislate an - . FAE

‘might consider. - o e gt \ Y .
, ri‘ha‘CHA‘IRMAN,‘ I.think it would be well to follow up.in that area. | - answer to the MIA problem, nor can Congress itself. "
 Mr. Harkxy, Thank you, Mr. Chairman. . = .« o .ol o -+ Mr. GuYER. Yes. SRR S

. Mr. Guygr. I am curious about one thin '.‘-"‘Wh:“iél‘iﬁ that CEItﬂm v AR LORTRR SO it oanld Blav .
‘ . yoursels . that certain. . - -} - dktes understand the role iticould play, that is; that given the fact. -

‘4. Mr. Porter: However, I think it is very important that the dome s

- 'people=—apparently such as yourself—have some special access topeo- © - Tttt aa ir e executi s
--.~-:~.-*'"“'"f’le—that~v-éveanemble.l'.‘,s;‘df_., onigress do ot have, We have been dis- |+~ that undei the. present, ciscumstances the excolive brancy Seempfp -
e |+l haveverylittle, if any, interest in this problem, in terms of the diplo- ... "

eartened, and I think quite let‘:dox'vn,m'nttlnbel"of,tilnes when people™ 7|

- matic aspects of it; in terms of coming to some kind of agreement with ' -

* who have constituted authorized missions have not been:able to get. /" " yigtnam normalizing relations, beginning trade, est .
" bough the wall of slence. 1 s ot seying that it w bwo-may street | oG e, , normalizing relations, boginning trade, csblishing thosume - .-
e e el we have continued monastio seclusions whero you ||~ (Sad of ol R te I S L0 S A e thom et

 iust caniot find anybody to.talk to or cannot . et o message through. A : :
) IR ody L0 b8 K O age Lt S " " but we have already begun to trade with them. . " -

U iake: for example, the return of refugees. You liave not beem able” " . 1T T beght I T R
o pie, T X LeLUgEes. o L i ; w0 |-+ " . Mr. Guyer. Then you are really saying.it must be the: top peopls. - -

"~ to get a-word from anybody that the ones on this level would be re- - e A QoL yOR G50 Y
" ceived when they got there. How is it that certain people can go back: - - | - 7who make the amicable a reements? - -
. .and say “We can say reliably they will dothis”®. " .o oo Do Mr. Porter. That is right. -
* . "Mr. Gilman is on another subcommittee with me, We have heard " " | o WA LS OO e done and what must be done. if there is
Mz, Kissinger go through this section by section and have never. been. .. | V. problem, lay out what can be done and what must be done, if there 15

"~ 'What this committée-can do is t(")';;l.lel:p'élmi'claté the hafﬁfé oftlm G

 to be & solition; and to persuade Congressthat they must at least pub- - ,T

.. able-to pinpoint any promise, by deseription or definition, that was— | o gt N inistration ¢ gress:that they must at least e
' over madé other than those generalized. It was'a matter of intent, a . . | .o HEY O e the administration to go beyondits present position,. -~ -~ "
.| . Tthink that-would be a very positive step and one which could very . . .-

do this on such and such a day. It was just a generalvl't'y,,{ u.‘nllz.ass th.qlr'e R " Mr. GuzEr, Thank you.

matter of good will, but never did they say for somany dollirs we will -~ " .~ well be decisive in terms of American policy in this area,” -

" is'some secret commitment we do not know about. ... -

- © Mr. Porrer; You arereferringtoarticle21? -~ . ! .. The C;HA’IRM,AN.‘I\'Ir.'MCC.l(‘)‘sk.éy'? = o R
) Tingtoarucie st - " Mr, McCroskey. Mr. Porter, I.have.just one request. ‘I wonder if
. _you ‘could submit to this committee the suggested arguments, and the -

" Mr, Goyer. Thatisright, -~~~ o

. Mr. Porrzr. I think it is right there was no specific 'iigrééme'nt-"(‘)ﬁ T P ‘Submit 10 thl tee L rouments, ¢ BT
. ! SRR BN ackup.facts,v‘support1n§those-arguments,;that we might make to See- =

" the timing or the amount of aid. However, it is clearly a matter.of ~~ .| D o his retars o implemeat this covirse.of act
_ abrogating this particular part of the agreement if‘the United States " - .- Telary BISSinger upon ms return, to implement this-course of action. " |
by o : S that you recommend? You are stating,.if I understand it, that it is.

"+ "breaks off the. talks, refuses to continue the negotiations, or to com- coe L .recominendr IOU 8 3 , ‘ g
: 156 : ; - appropriate and possible, if we are to get the MIA accounting accom-. .-

" plete them, once they have gone as far as they did in terms of coming = ' . Se & ( poss X ) ‘ | -
P ! JALVO 80 : y SRR g‘ SR plished, for our State Departinent to take a new initiative in reopening : .

" foa basi¢ treatmerit on the modality. - -

"the discussions that weré going on until June of 1973 with respectto . o

..« Mr. Guyzr. Take the matter of,shdotihg:tioxvn thé-'inspe‘ctiOh't‘ésini-i-l’ RIPE U e SIONS LAL WEIE 05 1g U1 LIV 191¢ R
. . ' | article 21, and ‘to try. to reinitiate, in accordance with that, the pro- - -

o 1f there was such a great groundswell to want. to do something about - . -, QIuicle &, 450 10 1) .
here was such g great grounc YRt atha ARER P I‘v-_'v1s1onsofartlcle'8o_ftheParis,agreement.-,-

resolving this, why was there that hostility there? . .

" "Mr. Porter. I pointed-out there-is no question that“‘dilfili‘;"tiié war T would 1l 6} ' st '
RTER. 1 P . k! ' v .| I would liketo have just a step-by-step-argument as to what we.can .-

" think the Secretary, who is i China now, will be baick next weel;

" the Vietnamese were reluctant to go any further than to say that “If 1. o nave Just a | , s to S
we 3 ' rticle 8(b).” -~ |/ -~ do, and should do, and the facts to support it. These are twonew.

‘you do this, thisthis and i ¥ s A . facts which Ihad not heard of until today.. -~

" There is just no ‘question they.were not. oing out of their wayto = - - TAZS WAL d of unt R T
0] : y R e -« "1 am surprised that.the State- Department did not apprise-us-of .

. "be forthcoming on this issue. There is just no argument about that, o 10 oo A SWADTISRC: wAG: |
. ‘But I think the problem is simply, now that the war is finished, that we * -~ .. them in their prior testimony tous. -~ .. oL o
- "ldok at the two remaining articles.of the agreement which do haye. .-~ 4~ I have just-one question—can you do it, incidentally ! Cani you sub-

' binding . foree both . for the United States and -for the. Vietnamese . . ‘}: ste] e
"By the way, international lawyers tell me that the argument can- . " - . Mr. McCroskey. Second, with your knowledge and study of the .
~ . e made that the Paris agreement still is in force with regard to those .* . facts

_ 1" . mit o step-by-step agenda for our discussions with the Secretary. "



“""“not-any of these people might still be alived i e
ot e poromgi Sl it gt
" Thave never heard of any evidence of any kind, and certainly no one

0 whe hae viad orth Vietham or who has talked with the Vietnamese - = .| = I think it ‘was, when our seairch teams went in and were ambushed. " .
who has visited North Vie ‘- - Mr. Porrer, I would simply point out that at that-point the war~ - -

‘ , ( ot & cease-fire, there were: questions of who =+

L '_.r-.chl_l‘tI‘OITQCI.‘t1ea1'e&'.,WhiCh: were unresolved. I.am not, efendinginany = - -
-+ 'way the killing of the search team, but simply point out those condi-~ "+ ;.

.. has received: any kind of indication that there is anyone: who 1s Stlu L

‘alive that they are holding. - .

alive that they are holding. . contrary. that they would regard |/
.1 think the evidence is all to the contrary, that they would regard = - 1"
it a8 not being in their interest to try to withhold any American, re-" .-

gardless of his'past position, without making it Peff§¢t1¥ clgvgtr“.lwl}y‘

-~ and for what reason. . .-

.. Mr, Giaan, Would the gentlemanyleld? -

© " Hoy would you justify that reasoning with what has happened.in- -~ -

51;111;%1}3%:2 If I understand correctly, these were people who were " . = "' . ‘hamese at the present time? .~ = - | T USRI
o 1 reh. of / - Mr. Porur, Let me say since the end of the war, T have had-only

" two:very brief conversitions with ‘Ambassador Thi, one in New York -

.+ .8t a reception, and.the other when he visited Washington very briefly... -
~.Thave not had an opportunity to discuss at length these problems with -

.. Dbut it 'was 4 matter of going t

. the conflict which would ‘ PRt

o thistime. . e oo hich have been™ .|

" By the way, there are photographs of these graves which have been .- R

;ent}:,tovthe'DOD_and' are available t-here’ilf1-y°u¥m'l.ntere'sﬁgg in fol o -+ rangement. T do not think they could speak with any authority on . - '

R | O thisproblem. o oo oo oo T R T

.. Prince Silianouk, when he was in New York, said within 2 years .. .o
.. it'would be _possible for Western newsmen to come to Cambodia. and: & .~ -

 for the beginning of diplomatic .contacts with countries generally .

" captured only in March of 1975. Am'1 incorrect on'that? I am ‘I;l;oit:f N
e iaR OL ATy OLRRIS, - . e e o s 4

" Mr. Groagaw, All right, Mareh to-October: -~ -

. Mr. Porrer, Right, I think the point, there 1s‘vth§t'4‘tllqsé"'yvere mot -
ooplh whom they 'ﬁide, or pretending did not exist,

. irough o very slow procedure from our

o ]t'ooi‘nt of view, Certainly one would have liked to have seen them move -

"+ ‘people: whom they were -t-ry.i‘nlg. to

" factthat these people were captive and were concealing it.

. The CuamrmaN: What other ;1;format10n,cqul.d they give uson the |
* ' MIA’s, Mr. Porter, and repatriation of the remains, or w at happened

" to these' Americans, if you say they are degd-in North Vietnam.

" Mr. Porter.- My understanding is that the Vietnamese, particular.

" _in North Vietna;r'z during the early months of the 1mplerr_1:]f ation, of ;.

"' the agreement, did undertake a nationwide survey for gny.;uﬁ ormation .

" pelating to. American personnel, people who had seen cras esi.i)r :ﬁ\; |
. Americans. alive.“octl‘ illnyth_ing.a%;any.tl,me.», They.‘dld_cgmpll e this - -

" information and had thatinformation, -~ ..o . . o oo
- ._l,ll-f'soggﬁd,i that they did, of course, care for the gmves,?if.a,tnuggb%r o

' of American servicemen during the conflict. It is my un (12;'9 ‘?.nt ing,"
" ion the basis of at least one American who went to Nort i{ ;qtrﬁam S R

-and saw some graves, that they went to the trouble of marking these - B

_ " oraves with Vietnamese names, rather than W;th.Am,erlggn namfs, .12 e
" ovder to assure that local Vietnamese who may have had: very strong. - -

) 8ss e e Ty e any wav die.
" feelings about them would not desecrate the graves, or in any way as
tf::f.{;ltlﬁim, So we do have graves which have been cared for throughont .
" the conflict which would be ready for exhumation and repatriation b .

" lowinguponthat. . .
i ‘"‘0ThECIgAIBMA‘N..MI‘.‘Gllman.";‘ ,

" Mr. Grzman. Thank you, Mr. Chairman. You mentioned an ar
o l.thﬁ%'r agalelgxfgd‘in(}hi‘cagd in August of this year. I had not seen that . .

R - 4 A o ) . PP NSANE Y, Kt “not:-
the last year, just with the missiohary captives, where they-were not:-
aiving "y"',%orma't,ion out, and suddenly they are released?. .. ..

itation of ¢ -

~that might: give us the.basis for the.belief that some of the MIA’s, L
i pi\ii'ticulirlygth()se shot down and captured in Laos or Cambodia, may ..~

e ' have any ideas as to what we might do wit
- Isthat rather outside yourarea? ~ . . -

'+ was.ongoing, there was not

. tionsnolonger exist now. | - T S

.-+ The CHamrmaN. You mean the end of the war in Adpril of 1975¢. -+ .. .
L TER, . ,, lition no longer .~

. " clearly exists now, you. would expect under these circumstances that. ... ..
" ’there would be Mo danger to American search teams,. . . .

«o Mr. GILMAN.,,Throug%i ' ]

* . Mrs. Scerozer. I want to thank you ver{

R . . Ty ey e

s "vartiél‘é,':'buty;uﬁm"v %égri:ect"tfliatﬁ‘.y.01l ",zltré"s‘siyilig':‘t'lfl'er_ietnla_.rriesé are p‘rie‘-"‘j":' s

. DRy e Lo bd P | pared to:allow U.S, investigation teams to go in now and search® -

_still be alive? Are there any inquiries we can pursué as to whetheror .. | - . Mr, Porrzr. No. Under the arrangemeit, in. which there would bes, . . ...
| . - - [P R -rleclpro'ctll implement of.the two articles; that.is the context in- which - -
. -thiswasset. . - L R

~ . Mr, Giuman. Of course, we hzid,s_imilar"-armngem'eht's back in 1“._9_73’.-.| :

Mr. Porrer. That is right. I think that kind of cond;

your work are you in-touch wit,

them, We do try to receive any publications and documents that they =~

- ~have Mailﬁb}e and to keep in touch in that way, but I have not had * : 31y
ould have liked to haves i o the -~ .. an opportunity to have personal contact of any substantive naturs
aster on’it. But, as'a mattér of principle, they were not hld,l?.‘gf?“?i, IRRRENE RO T

.sincetheend ofthe war. "/ -

. Mr. Gitma, Ts any of youi,QfgahiZatidn‘ dt-_wdrk in Vietliafn? R

‘Mr.Porrer.No, " "o
- The CHatRAMAN. Mrs. Schroeder? -+ .

u very much for coming. Do you = "
1 Laos and Cambodia? Or.

" Mr, Porter. I think I could say soﬁléthihg-"abdﬁf"-_,both"bf‘,"th"ose,‘ SOREI

countries. First of all, as far as ‘Cambodia. is concerned, I think the. -

" practical fact is that the chances of any contact with the Government .-
-~ - - are minimal. This is partly bécause of the attitude the United States -
. has taken towards the :Government, but to be perfectly honest, it is -
‘mostly because (;he'?Cambo'dianiGOVérnm'ent-is‘si‘m‘ply not, at this.point, -~ "
Lo ‘lngal‘dp'os_lthnr to carry-on diplomatic-contacts with the rest of the.
Now it is.conceivable, T would not want to say that I could giveyou = -
~any: assurance on this, but ‘it is conceivable that a representative in = "
R PSL'I‘-iS iWOUIdJ talk to thG'QOIHmittee; I must add that the fepresenta;tiyes R
. :in Paris in the'past have not.been in direct contact with the Govern- . .

~.ment e’z’z‘cgpt,yvhen,ther’e’isia,delega,tion\whichtvisi‘ts them;. - IR R
-+ There is.simply 1ot ‘the direct commumication between Cambodia -
©- -and the rest of the world at this point to facilitate that kind of ar-.+ ~

hthe Viet-



* "."Laos, on the other hand,.

<o DUV AL LY who had Teon i1 Liaos had been move
- those prisoners who had been taken n Laos had O e ncsition’
L - o Ak od ‘in overnment’s. position-. .
" pam. If you are interested in the Leotian G T h the Laotion

) . R ‘

g i vy
" "South: Vietnam, rietnam;: China, anc.--
B lswgllil‘ew)e -Alge'ria',-.’? The ‘Soxlugt" Union is not repre
. and will not be for anothér couple O YERIL S e 7
meaningful talks on this are very poor at this point. -

.. point because we.still maintain
" the complete disruption of diplo
7 at least, 0 ing equal, 1G5
- 't'ha't";']itz should ‘be possible to have some sortaoﬁ ._COD,
© Laotiens. T your opinion; can
© . Mr. OrTiNGER. Tn your opinion, L BAE. St ot
»'—-W.I.J;.foll}ftrhé T.aotians and 'Camb,odums.,on'.;thls’»,'tll}f‘«?"l'llong Lo the Cam-.
© UM '.f)oﬁifﬁi]?'T}ié"y?*é'e‘i‘t‘jainlyicannotw-speakrmw,any;my,__v..Ol. Lam-.

le.of -years—so the chances for any

e '* .‘- "Tllé'CH}«InnrAn§.I-woilld'.li‘kélfo,makejqn'e'ﬁoint dear. -

©. . Asfarasthe select committee is concerned, We aie com )lételyf nde- -
~pendent -of the administration—the President and theé ‘

et ow they have only L
close contacts in -Asi. Right now they have ORIy - 7 -
close COMtA - - Ching, and. North ‘Korea, and. . .
North Vet e oy Kor X et of th adminsrntion—the Fresdent i the Sty of -
S . T certainly hope that the record will show this is' totolly inde- ,
I think should be relati ely ensier at this 7
'It"nl +n Embassy there) and there 18 not .
matic relations, So that, theory . .

; T - con anvihing more than. - -~
ther things:being vequal,Ilcannot see anyth1€§c_tv 'Wit.hi_ﬂléf

the North Vietnsmese spealt e

- “accomplishout charter. - o IR

 Mr; Porrer. I understand that very.well. T would say that the prob- -~

" lem is, the Vietnamese from their perspective:may not see itthesame . .
- wway. They may- feel, rightly or wrongly, that unless this committee -
* expresses 1n some public way a position on this basic fundamental prob- .~ -

.+ Jem which must be dealt with; in one way or another, unless it makesa

* " --public statement -or gesture which departs-from the official position,. = -

.. then I think it is almost inevitable that the V. ietnamese are going to . -

listeners, and- we feel like we are

. bodians. This should be perfectly clear: They are not. ¢

| 1ans. LU S  periecty . o amese, but fiercely so..So any - .
o tally independent: from the Vietnamese, but fiexcely SO N7 ik
23§g2°s§ox¥s hat wo might deal with the Vietnamese on their behalf:

" “would be met with great outrage by '-vthézCziiribodians.j,
.. By tlle"Wiiy,."the'-U,S.-Goyernme t W
" of success during the war. -

In the case of the Laotians, théfé-is"rriﬁch closer relgti‘opshl.p”.bei - '

. ‘: P » - R N ; e . . i . ts' ..
SR the Vietnamese and the Laotian Communists.
- P‘iﬁ::roulld not think that the Vietnumese-,c01lld speak: for

o On the other hand, as you may Tecall, at one point at.

came from Laos to North Vietnam. I did ot follow that very closely,

*bub it is my understanding at Jeast, you migk

. on this, T think you probably - will have to ‘fd‘(vaa_
- Government. - . il

L e asked 8 qu ion before e 1 lio
-~ Mrs, SCHROEDER. (ongressman Guyer asked & question o

" Yeft; which I believe. ott did not answer. The guestion was, why wil

they talk nd they wi alk to certai £ Congress?. -~
-~ thortalk to you and they will not talk o cer?amMembgrs.o‘ Congresst? . -~
tﬁ%}:%’.omgn.‘fl meant to answer that; I'did not have s chance. First -

I mennt to answer that; T GCRC P50 0 fond wo
" orall. T do nof think it is true that: the would talk fo me, &nC
Ok o Members of Congress. I have 10 special cre

- lone period of time, an WDIER) o g,

- Long period o in Han, inclading Phom Van Doygy (0 0
" 9-hour conversation. But that pownt B iﬁﬁ;
ade personal contacts, and being mOTS BESTY le.
e eld 1 com to'ses you; which we have th.beglrox_tlabl@.t, ‘

- marily because they have been so.busy with U s e

able fo call them and

© "1 think more important is_the point ‘that-the Vietnamese have . - ..

Y apparently told others, not myself, but have told others, tht they

o APRE , - resently, 5O Bal-
" feel that the.mandate of this co.mmlt.tee, as deT},‘PT.@SQn. yy S0 AL
ft f*;?}rly..aindicates that this committee is not departing 85 q,lnlff”rpmt%:; -'

© Tesic 1.8, position, which is, we want you o €17 5 this informefieh ..
~to facilitate this repatriation’ process, but ‘we :are not inferested I ¢ o

" talking about reconstruction. .

the Laotians.
‘ ]'east,"the-qurvtlc-llv_“. Sy
N hand, as JOU MO o0 10.S, prisoners in: Lacs, and ...
" ‘Vietnamese did take- responsibility . 0T T.S. prisoners in Laqs. anc .. -
L }l; T understand it, there was, in fact, a_process in which prisopers. ...

oht check into this. that  ‘
1 been d to Viet- .-

dentials to .+

wit y Vietns - -for the That T have not been '
Cogp th the Vietnamese, except fot the fact that, I have not been -

. ?,%Z?-tkljy ilOstilel_to, them, and ,have'.been-.'-1ntgrested.jlﬁn Y;evtnam,fpr.._af.f‘v
‘ 0. and was able to trayel in 19'72 and meet some 0L .

nly entirely TS perceive this committee as in some way being an extension-of this-
. policy; not necessarily of the executive branchtself: - - - ot
- ""Mr. McCrosxey, Will you yield? The alternative to that will be..

y s matter. of having -+~

o do, pri- "

.‘ - thigcominittee the day after.
¢+ Mr, PortEr. I

not. then it puts us in-the position of perhaps having to pursue it. =

“problem we are viewing.

Mr. Ottinger?. -~

PRI . \

ecretary of RS

L Fendent committee. Our scope might' be’ narrow, ‘but we are good- :.:,
o 'ieadmg in.the right direction'to. -

' ool I i the Secretary of State announced a change in osition consistent -

nt tried to do that with total lack <77 ;ﬁ’itll‘i\"h’ut'ybiirgrgjsuggé—stiﬂ?;~,--.~»~-_ Rt *’P o
e doser relationship be- . "t Mr. Porrex, That, of course, would ‘accomplish the'same mission, * "
T thihk much more effectively, if he would be.able to do that. -
, oCroskey. Does that-niot pose'the major question before us:' = .
.. How do we move the Secretary into taking that position? If he-does. - =~ =

" Mr, Mosxrey. Tf his took that position, we probably.could disban i
‘think that is essentially correct in terms of the major

. One more thing : Again the Vietnamese in New York have expressed
" the view, to others than m sself, that, given their present view of this.- - -
~ " committee, until there is evidence to the contrary; they feelit wouldnot.. . " ‘-
be in their interest to talk to the committee as such, although they are. .~ = -
" not opposed, this is also important, to talking to individual Members -~~~ "
" .. of Congress who come to them in & spirit of friéndliness,and without a - R
e preconceived notion about this problem. T think that is a concrete oper-- - " * "
* ‘ational problem which the committeshas, T S
- The Cuamman. Is it best for individual Members? We wantto - =
- ‘accomplish-the mission. We do not haveany pride in big committeesor .
o little committees. We just would like to get the job done that wehave
. been' .assigned by the Flouse of Representitives, Would individual
- Members havé a possibility of going to Hanoi, going to Saigon?. - i
.. Mnr. Porter.‘That, I just do not know, I think it depends in parton .- e
-~ what this committee does'do, in terms of Some sort of public gesture, - -
.. to indicate that it does accept this fundamental yrincipleof reciprocity. ¢
- .- with regard to those remaining provisions of ”tl}Jlé.Paris agreement. It -
. is just my guess that it is unlikely that this committes, or even a sub- - = "~
- ‘committee thereof, could travel to Vietnam under the present political - - S
circumstances. Thatis my impression. . . e
" The Cramnan. Mr. Ottinger? He was one of those who suggested .~
"' we invite you here today. He has been most helpful to the committee, -



.. Mr. Orringer. I want. to express my warm apreciation .to,lyguvforl L . Mr. UILMAN. 1 A0 nov.ques on that possibility. What I am suggest-

" being of such help to me pe_rsdglally, and to the committee, giving us . :-f-”ﬁ toftlf W%tne(sis; is that for the select committee to make a ,bglict o
-'j'v‘vyou'r@a'dvicel-.on-LWha,_t,.;m‘ight,.be_'donfe_,,;aml_j}_’&{ht}!‘{_ﬁhﬁ? background of the Vietnnnone. T ot to make some. movement along with the North .~ . .
- Situation i, in,order: to -make progress on the missing-iaction vt "s'éigfé%%:}]i‘eﬁsi%ifté‘éqmt think that would be ‘within the province of the =~ = -

qI o nob want to take undue time; but T would like, if I conld, toput, -~ == Izlh *\gl"’c"o?"?xtc"uldjl, intervene in response tothat? Would it be - -

" in the memorandum of October 18 from Mr. Porter to myself and to S 1‘1‘ ;iv'l‘ltlll""tle I)IIOVIILC?Of the select committee, though, to find'aga fact” .,
" Mrs. Schroeder and Mr, Harkin in therecord® = . Sl e &avusn %sfl%“}%uted States is willing to discuss the whole pic- .~

Mrs. Selroeder and . Hrom what you wnderstand, T take it 1O " tiye resultsinthe MIA R.G. relations, we have no chanico for produc-

* third parties, thereis a good: prospect of the Vietnamese meeting with 0 Thet ﬁndiI; ne ; ‘f-j | accountingalonef * oo e e
. individual Congxfes,smen,who*are'wilhng to talk about the wholerange. . ommend b th"g 8 act then raises the question of what we would rec- - -

of. problems between the North Vietnamese, South Vietnamese, and . .- " ly,thisisthe ¢ Congress now, or to the Secretary of Statenow? Frank- .

- ourselves® T e T f'.-;nY? his is the position I have een moving toward because I haveheard = .
OR! - no one, or none of our experiences have suggested, that we can have SRR

f-MI‘LPORTER.-Thdfi‘Sm: ﬁndéfétahﬂiﬁ ) ves. . S0 B AL TR O, OT DRp T B '
\ RTE S my under: &Y . productive discussions; either individually or as a committee, unless * ‘

~--Mr;OrriNezr-How-do; D thabontactisbestmade? """ oo aro willing to diseuss, or the Secrs
: Yemier of Nor ... We are willing to discuss, or the Secretary of State is willing to'dis-

©.Twrotes letter to the Premier of North Vietnam Whlch1_aléd'jWo{ilgél;'f"'if"ﬂ e e i e s creta

- like to put in'the record, requesting syichaméeting‘;?v’"( N AT T 'Wi?lf(’tohrg‘-‘mgm h 21 and paragraph8, . . o Lo .

- Ts that the best vehicle ?;ShOuld‘WeW@it for an answer to'“tll"i[tjt?'Dccl)‘”“”"l A Irec oghilgg%{é 1:‘7081311(3.12; sht(::'_.,explom .that just:a bit further. ™~ R
" ou think it is profitable to contact the representatives at the Tnite . 7% . tionship of articles egalitis that you recity with reapect fo fho vela:

" Nations? Or have some other contact made in Paris?

7 The comniittee would like to send representatives t0 get talks going: - ab ﬁr:t};e:other ‘matters, because T think it mi Ht b difficuit to be
- as quickly as possible, We have a 1-year lifespan. given:to usby Con- . ‘-%!59 any commitment out of Congress at ti ig' point to proceed: :
-+ gress, We would like, and I think we can be:usefnl, to get the State - - . s :;r‘c:qllstruct;qn. aid, are there other:matters that could be the sub-
e : : 3 : L ,‘]eCtOfthﬂtnegotlatlon'? R A O R

Department roving on.the missino-,in-actiOn»qu'e_stion,f\Vll‘etller,the"‘de"' ot Alcouple of thing: rentioned. Uniexploded ordnance, fecogni-
. tals of any agre ement can be.‘reaiclbléd or not-T do motknow. . . i g '.bu‘lgie oUl;.m_gs e mentioned. Unexploded ordnance, recogni- L
" Mr. Porrer, My guess again is that-it would not be harmful, cer:~ © - DRV . resur nited States of the Vietnamese governments—P.R.G.- "
M Povr, My, g g e Gl th ho o talkfo B restmptionof trade-—as & way of getting this moving, rather .
 tinly, for o Member of Congress e e wing bien puttien: ilz}Mn;'Jlllg. having to deal with reconstruction aid. - S
* darly hostile to them; if this Member of CongréSS cbptacte'd'?the,U-N- BT -‘:]‘iﬁéllv.'vtfnm‘nfr:‘[" 'quld' 27 th'a'b‘l‘t‘ls certal.nly sonceivable, 1 would sa,y S |
. delegation, that at Jeast there is some chance there might be some use: .~ - F bl {’, }llagll ‘t.he_ United States took any. kind of initiative at this
- egtfon et st e ome has Thre gL S SRR gt e i involved trade, diplomatic recogition, United No- . .
ions—if, for example, we said.well, next time around—although we

" As for the North Vi tnameéé» Govérhmeﬁf,it‘sel:f 'ééfﬁhihi Ht_'he' 1ét_téi" Co o T L, 10T € We sal
. \0! . _ el y Y . . haveexercised our veto twice in the United Nationson Vietnam’s mem-

" that. you have sent would be one helpful,*s‘t'ep,‘but;again,‘more'ime 0 Vership: fiext ce  United n
- portantly, I cannot emphasize enough the .impor.tance.,o_f,this commit- © U e S; , hext time around we have decided that we will not attempt to
- -tee. in some way, establishirig its bona fides on this basic questionof its™ .-+ - 17 o °p the!n out, of the United Nations, This would be a major gesture .-
" desire.not merely to advance American policy, the U.S. executive ~. . . . :.:15)11‘1}11_ eir pointof view. .- - ~° . LT
" branch policy on this, but its willingness. to accept the essential prin- =~ '-‘t*flr“."-,"uld facilitate at least discussionis. Let me point out, how- -
 ciple of Teciprocity regarding these two basic problems of the MIA’s, = Ethel bl at at thl.S‘-IPOIHP the problem of unconditional discussionsisnot. - -
. and reconstruction, aid, and its willingness to do-what it can to per- RO AP j%PSrQ; lem from the Vietnamese point of view, it is a problém from the . =~ . :
e T -1}’i°‘nt of view. The Vietnamese have taken the position publicly

Suadeth‘e,U;‘S.,GOVerfnméﬁt,tochaﬁgeitspolipy;‘:_,._-...v. oo T hat the ar v. The Vietnamese have take o
7 Mr. GruMAw, What you are touching on 18 a policy question, This = * "~ - at they are ready to:sit down with our representatives in New York, ]

" ig a factfinding mission and not: a policysetting committee. I think ~ -7 Pms, or for that matter anywhere else, to discuss the full range of IR
. that'we wolildbbé'treading‘,o'n,.-ver‘y thin ,icejif“i\tr’ef.\\"'ere fo embarkon " i U’,‘Iﬁ%@dstates'vletnam'Pl‘ObleH_IS."-:,_;" " S l anbeof BRI
ki, o T e, o U.S, Government has said publioly and privately, in talks with
- While we certainly will be making recommendations, T do not fore-. .- " ‘mer-,thf“? they sre not.interested in sitting down and tallcine without -~ .
. gee this committee getting u and waving the flag about changing the .~ :}Ill'y preconditions with the Vietnamese authorities. That pro lemisat . -
-+ entire policy of the United States with regard to Southeast Asia.  © . [, VS point again a problem of American policy. So we get back ag‘ai’n"“.'
. Mr. Orrineer. No, but I do think we ¢an try to gather thé foctsasto . . _:t,Q the point, that if we are talling about the MTA. issue specifically, I
' : veSol o cannot emphasize enou - : 1y,

" what'is needed in order to be able to make progress-on the missing'in. .~ . . 0 size enough that, the Vietnamese have se “the A
.- action. We may come out, with . conclusion after talks that a b%sic RRTE ,':‘fOI{Q”et.f).Oll the Pr;nqlpie that these two issues hre"lihk%d tﬁi%ﬁ?ﬁ; P
* change in U.S. policy in certain respects is necessary if we are indeed -~ 0 1r.eCIP¥Oclty~-by the principle of reciprocity. - SRR |
]-'.Iv‘mnted.t? say earlier that when the Vistnamese have taken this .~ .

Jind. of position on a principle during the entire 4 years of pre-Paris. S

o serious about wanting to resolve the problem of the missing in action.. - E




. .even

Lo agreement, oo T e ‘
' “Mr. Ormivezg, Do you have acopyofthat? .. oo e
" ‘Mr. Porter. No, I do not. I would like very much to haveone. .. . "
=T The CEAmMAN. Tncidentally, your Chicags news clipping has been -~
7 put:inthe record. - L R T

" 7 .political point of view.: . o oo T i

“ .~ On:the one hand, you know it is & matter of principle for them,that= .~ - "~
" the United: States did indeed do-great damage to their society and .. "

.- economy and must in some Way, recompense them, It is o moral ques- -

o +any ofthe pincplesthot they havoombraced.

. . For example, the principle that Vietnim is one country-—from the ..

" very beginning of the talls until the end they stuck with thate-al-- o
*‘though they were flexible on the modalities of it. I simply cannot see. -

Lo the slightest possibility that they are going to change their posi-

" tion on this, I think that has to be made perfectly clear. -~ . -~ " ..

.. Mr.-Orrivaer. You mentioned the Joint Commission that was-set . = . =

“‘-.agifeerr'iént‘heg'o'fiatidns and '-s‘inée,,thé‘y- ha;iré neverbudged ‘lat;.allll_frop.i_i’ S

,u_%,tp ‘discuss the postwar reconstruction aid did reach an agreement - -

ich was not signed.

" Mr. Porter. Yes. The U.S, publicly at least took the 'pdgitlid'lllf"tliisj .
~was Dot an agreement but a proposal. Ithink in effect it was an - .

" Mr. Mosxuav. T think that is probubly what this is all sbout, just
~ what that agréement, or contact, or nonagreement is, I thinkbeforewe =~ -

. asarticle21isconcerned. Do you agreewith that? ... = = .o om0
© " "Mr. Porte. Yes. T could say just & féw more words about the his- - ’
. tory of that'problem. Once the talks were broken off in July 1973, no - -
. ‘more was heard about it. The U:S. Governiment said absolutely noth- . -
.. ing, pro or ¢on, until December of 1974 when Secretary Kissifiger.was = 7.~
.+ testifying before the:Senate Finance Committee and.declared at one - .~ .= -
~point, and- I quote: “We are not pursuing this and do not expect to - .~~~

ursue it in any future I can see.” Since the end of the war-the United - L

 States has repested its position that we are not in favor of reconstruc- -

"\ tion aid at this time. Now that leaves open at: least some tiny crack . -

. " that under different. circumstances we would favor it. .-t
- - "'What they have not said, of course, is that we are willing to favor =
" reconstruction aid as part of an agreement with:the o‘,therisuf Ty
. out 8(b). I think that i§ what is required here. Just one more point . -
- “about this, T think it is important from the Vietnamese point of view, .
" article 21 is significant'not primarily from the material point of view, -

e to carry

" although that is important to them, it i3 primarily important froma. .

" tion from that point of view. .. -

" "On the other hand, it is also a political, an important political point .

" - for them, because this would be a'fundamental way of the United- . =

-« States saying that we are ready to forget the past, of.,ou,_r‘lmstl!e.rela.- R
~_tionship, and turn toward a real friendly relationship in the future. < *-0 .
.. T.think they regard this as a litmus test of the willingness of the -

* United States to turn toward a really basically friendly relationship . |

1Seep113 o

. with them, which they, as.I say, very much want. That istWhy th%;’;f)ub
SR mphasis on this point; that is, it i ry important pownt for. . .. b ey

CUoeoumtry,t ol T o ST

- - Mr, Orringer. I have lots more questions I would like to ask, but I~
. will not in view of the time. . * =~ .. L
-+ The Crammax, Very well. © .

_’ernment co

o

% Mr; Orrovagr, T would Tike to second Mr. Hatkin's feeling; thongh
- I think it might be useful tohave Mr. Porter come back at some future = -

". " ‘occasions so we can pursue these lines, = .

. Mr. Moagrey. We will get the participants in that agreement which

~ - ‘niobody knows anything about. I think this is'very important, to find = .

- . out what they discussed when:they talked about reconstruction aid,". .-
- just-where they-were coming from, what-they were talking-about, what—

o -timeframe, what they meant by reconstructionaid. . .- . . o

v

- " -Mr. Porter. Mr. Chairman, you may well be correct, and I do not
-+ “want to put myself in the position of judging thiat their policy on this . -
- isthewisestcourse..” . .0 T T
.~ The CaamrmaAN. It concerned me a little, you said they were locked -

" inconcrete. Many-things can be doneé. I would say now that the mood -~
.+ ig'not right in the Congress for reconstruction aid. But I would say .
- - that for'maybe the diplomatic areas, sending'certain types of teams -

- to-take care of these explosives, many other things I believe this Gov- .

. 11d do now ‘which would bring about ‘a-closer relationship™ -

* . .. withthose countries in Southeast Asia.” - .. Ui
. Mr, OrrINger. Are there any other things that you can think of that -

- we might. be able to encourage our.Government to consider when we -
~ :havethe Secretary of State up, which I hope:we will? - - .. ="

. You,mentioned the U.N., trade, recognition, ordnance, in addition. .

tothe reconstruction aid itself. Are there other things? . . .= .

© o Mr. Porter. I think the whole range of gestures that the United .

+ " 'States:might make, for example, this problem.of the repatriation of .~

 indiyiduals, Vietnamese from the United States back to South Viet- = -
- nam, It is an issue which again embroils the United States in a con- "

~ . . them to achieve a situation of basically friendly relations with the - =
-7 United States, " T D T
-~ - I think they feel.that until the United States does admit at least:
-..-thig-minimal-point -that. we. are. ready. to. give.them some.aid-fop----
- postwar reconstruction, they would not feel any basic change in this =~

" Mr. OrriNger, My understanding is that Mr. Porter is going to sup-.
, SR "pl)ﬁollxasthena%le'sl%fourdth-r'ﬁenegotia,to'rs'.' O
L B sy e oy g e e M, Porrer, Yes. Teandothat: i oo
7 " dan say to anybody we are'going'to sit down and talk reconstruction i oo :-Tlfe C‘ifg’;mﬁs Bé%%?ége-”*“ info executive session. I want to thank =
R TSN A S ML P rall g fap 0o ..+ The RMAN. we go into executive session, I want to thank
*. aid, we have to find 'out what this Government is xeally‘.qllﬁaboqtfls far " you very much for coming today. It seems that the action taken by
- the PRG-on the anticipated release of these civilians is'a humanitarian . = -
. action, and; as'far as the American people and our select committeeis ~
. concerned, this.is a:step in the right direction to bring about some type
... of diplomatic and other-relations with those countrieg in-Southeast .
- Asiayespecially North ahd South Vietnam, . -~ - -7% 7 . oo poe
. It would seem to me. that if the North Vietnamese and the South . .
- - Vietnamege would continue to move in this area of humanitarian. : -
.. action and moved toward helping us on the MIA’s, and repatriationof -
B %e American remains, that this would speed up what they want, Mr. *
. Porter. - . S S P O



....Kga-in‘, from the Vietnamese point of view, there is'a principlein-+ .. * . .
" volved here of national sovereignty. From their point of view; what -
. the United States has done, is to send theso peopls off on a ship with-
... -out-consulting them, without having any arrangements.shead of time,... . ... i e
" privately that here is the United States trying to decide who is going -~~~
- %o go back to Vietnam, after having decided who is going to come.out ~ - .~ -
. T would say'that if the United States would only say to the Viet- =~ .- =
-~ namese;in the future we will take into account the necessity forachiev- - -
e inf some kind of agresment.on the'modalities for repatriation before”
. #_taking any action Which would send Vietnamese back to Vietnam, this - - .
T ;s‘vou‘;l(ibea‘pQS‘itive- step. There is a whole series of things which might =~ -
" be done, but st this point there is a political problem which I think - "
" stands i the way of movingin thisdirection. - - e el
i M MoCrosieY- You are going tosend usamemoon that$ 1 1 [l i D e
" Mr. McCrosgex. Mr. Chairman, I would express the hope wemove ..~ - " i
Tl '-"ill}'to executive session rapidly: I have two matters I would like to - -

O The Cruaatatr, Fine: Tt would be easier for the commitiee tonow

. adjourn and then' for the members to-meet.in private’session; L be- = 7
.- . lieve that-would be covered under our rules. If there are no objections, - .-~ .-
" we will do that. We appreciate very much having the two witnesses .
" here this afternoon, Wenow stand adjourned.. . "’ EEA AT P S

" Whoroupon, 16420 pan., theselect committes adjourned]

" -

i) ' Maomms, oo o 7 Rocm
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. . PREPARED STATEMENT oF . C; “Bus” MILLS, CHAIRMAN OF THE BoARD, NatoNaL -
- LEAGUE OF FAMILIES OF AMERICAN PRISONERS AND MISSING IN SOUTHEAST Asia

" ‘BUGGESTIONS FOR THE SELECT COMMITTEE TOR INVESTIGATIVE PURPOSES -

.. In'my capacity ds Chairman of the Board- I have written.each of you pledg- = .

. ‘ing our full cooperation, Col, Earl Hopper our. Executive Director is here fn - -

. Washington full time.and of course will be our chief liaison' with this Committes. ’ '

;" " We hope this. Committee will hold hearings, perbaps subcommiittée hearings

. in various sections of the country- thereby . giving ‘our membership-'a bétter
© opportunity to be present -and: present testimony., We:hope to. make recommen- - .
dations to the staff of the Committee.to hear:testimony from specific members
where there are discrepancies—a few .of these include : Martin_(Florida), Var-. ...

N S - ‘nado™(Lousiana), Harris™(Texas), Sullivan. (Texas), Sparks (Iowa), Dunn

P ‘(Massa_chusel;ts).?Of,,‘co'u‘r,se;,‘ some. of these:could possibly ecome-to Washington - .
...~ "butfor othergit would beahardship. - - . T TR
'~ "There are 'some individuals and gioups that we feel the Staff might wish-to. "
i+ < hear. These are not sanctioned ‘by -our League and we.can't vouch for their - -
o, authentielty, These would include but not be limited to Rev. Linstrom of Christian - - e
~ .+ Defense League of Illinols; the American Friends: Committee, Rod Norberg, ete, . .. .-
o _Negotiations. - .0 L SRR TR S SO E AR
-+ (1) Parig Peace .Accords.—Obtain all docuuments related to agreements and = . -
. ..correspondence pertaining to-negotiations prior to the signing of the accords— " -

b T e ‘' to"'include. undisclosed .commitments, concessions or agreements made regard. -
e T T Ing:the POW/MIA situation, . " T T
L (2) Past . Direot Ej)'orts.—()bt‘a'in.a;compl'ete. higtory of-all. documents and’ "
" . correspondence between the United States and the governments in’Southeast = = .
. Asia related. to negotiations fot the release of all prisoners, the accounting of
S L SO R L S ..+ the missing and the return of the rematns of those who died serving our country,
o e e T T ST -~ . Including the time period ‘following the signing of ' the Paris Accords.to-the =~ -
B L A . pregent, Also included should ‘be records of activities, Teports, correspondences : <
:and negotiations of the Four Party Joint Military Team. - .~ .~ %
© 0 (8) Current Direct. Efforts.—Obtain complete records. of all ongoing efforts :
- -to achieve compliance with Articlés 8(a) and 8:(b) of the Paris Peace Accords
©with the present governments in Southeast Asfa, . .~ ' - P
o (4) - Third Cotintry -Efforts.—Obtain complete get of documents and’ corre-
* spondence pertaining' to the POW/MIA accounting undertaken with'Third = . .
Countries to enlist their assistance in . this: humanitarian problem, prior to
and following- the signing of the Paris Peace Accords, including current efforts”
" 'belng made at this time. - - - LT T T T e
... [Nore: Involving Third Country efforts, what questions have been asked, and - -
- . - more Importantly, what responses-have been recelved. There hag been no com- - .
. .munication.to the families as to what the outcome .of this-has been from the -

- many. “alleged” inquiries made by various leaders of our government.] . . =
... '(B) Why have the guarantors of the Pariy Peace Accords not taken steps to"
- 'assist with the implementation.of the .articles contained therein? If steps have - -
.77 been taken, what are they and ‘what was the result? - . S T
: - (8) We have been told that President Ford, in hig meeting with' General Sec- .
wio oo retary Brezhnev, brought up the POW/MIA accotinting. Also, Dr. Kissinger, .-
. .7 - in his:meeting with the Chinese leaders in Peking, brought up the.same-thing, - . -
L We would like to know the- priority -glven to this in both Instances, what was: -
~ presented and the response obtained in both. instances. =~ - . R
. (7) Why have negotlations never been officially- undertaken. by, the United
.. States for those men ‘unaccounted for in Laos, ‘Cambodia :and China? = . e
.- *(8) Why have the remains of those men listed by the communists ag having - -
' died in captivity (DIC) not been returned? Why are there no. direct negotiations
with the governments-in Southeast Asia to obtain these remains, especlally the

<, . one admittedly left behind in Hanoi, the three mentioned in the Kennedy ex- - -~
;v .change of letters and the two Marines-left at the time of the fall-of Saigon? . .



. (9) What negotiations have been made for the release of those Americans . i
captured at. Ban Me Thuot in March 1945" What has been. the resfuit of a\ enue e

Intelhgence 80 urces of information

‘ (1) Request. testimony: from . the, appropriate CIA oﬂicial(s), all documents, -
- reports and communications pertaining to locatlons of prison camps, informa- -

.- tion on live POW'S, information on the actual fate of-the missing, information on"

- the locations of graves of those whose bodies have not been recovered and all . T
_other information. pertaining to the 'POW/MIA situation in its entirety Classi-

ﬂed materials to be included in the investigations. -
.(2) Request: testimony from the appropriate’ DIA oﬂicial(s) and all informa-

tion listed above pertaining to the POW/MIA situation, including classiﬂed o

materials

(8). Obtain testimony from the directors of the “various service intelligence ;".” - :
" operations and ‘all ‘documents, reports and. communications pertaining to- the IR

areas listed above, including classified materials.

:-(4). Obtain all debrieﬁmr reports obtained frorn American returned POW s, .. ‘ ;

and foreign nationals. S

: Department of Defense statue cham]e polioy ' o
(1) It '1s our understanding that this. Committee has assurance from DoD K
.' that they plan to- continue the present poliey regarding’ gtatus reviews ‘pending -

’ . ' .

““the-findings. of-this: committee.-In light of this, to what e\tent does this commit- LT

tee ‘plan to delve into.status change procedures?

(2) ‘1f & man has been:carried as POW or ] MIA for a period of sei'eral yeais - o
, based upon the . information available, ‘how.can'a finding of death-be made based- .
~on the fact that.'no- new information - has: surfaced to indicate the man is living, .

so he must be presumed to.be dead.”

(8) How can a “lapseof. time" be & factor n changing the status of a man, . .
supposedly according to- existing law, when no time is speeiﬂed in the aording of ‘ - o

“the law?

(4) Why shouid the primary next of kin have the’ right to determine when or C
if 8, man's status reyiew should be held -when guch ¢ review is supposed to be -

based on new or-additional information or when the evidence warrants a review?

“The rights of the family may be protected in this instance, but what then happens .

to the rights of the POW or MIA—also an American citizen? .

Economw aucmatiees o
(1) Undér’ existing law. the Trade Reform Act of 1974 Titie IV, Section 403

the President of the United States has the authority to withhold most favored R

nation status to any country who is not assisting us in obtaining the accounting L
" of our missing men. .Why has this discretionary authority not been ‘used by the ..
. "Commander-in- Chief of ali the’ Armed Forces? Case. in point-—Rumanian 'lrade o

Agreement

(2) Reconstruction aid uas promised in the Paris Peace’ Accords—this pro— ST
visiou has been brought to the attention of each fainily member ‘who has traveled: = -
“to far. corners of the world to speak. directly to the North ‘Vietnamese and. the: - .
Provisional ‘Revolutionary. Government of South h Vietnam.. With the latest ob- .

" vious attempt to open discussions on the aid provision of the accords (Article 21), - - -
ihe North Vietnamese seem to be offering to negotlate on the: provisions included -~ ™
" in Article S(b), it not 8(a) Why ha\e no HIGH LEVEL negotiations been»‘ S

. initiated?

(3)- Why has the United States continued to prox ide monetary assistance to;
“the Lnited Nations, which funnels money.: ‘directly to the communists in’ Southeast g
. Asla, without demanding that, first the humanitarian ob;]ectives of the ‘United

. Nattons be adhered to? .

' (4) Why. is there such reluctance on the part of the State Department to use, o
the POW/MIA situation” in exchange. for trade’ agreements beneficial to the -

- §oviet Union and the-People's Republic of China .when thése countries need.our: R

" 'technology, wheat,- aircraft and other forms of assistance? Can’t our “friends” ~ ° ..
. who supported the. North Viethamese and her allies throughout the: long war-in. - ,

' Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia. use their influence by insisting upon cooperation . . . -
from their allies in Southeast Asia befoie providing food ammunition, supplies,

: etc
Disorepancy tnfm mation

. 1y Obtain files; including classiﬁed of all men listed as. POW at the time of
- 1he Pavie Pence r\m'm s \\ho w elL not 1enatriated nor accounted for BT

. _cations pertaining to the individual’s case.

(4) Logical" thinking suggests to us. that among | i
' g the returned POW’ 3
. should have been some: amputees severe mental cases and badly disaigzg %ltil;g;e

ers, Why have none returned?

, [Prom the Chicago ’l‘ribune, Wednesday, Aug 6, 19:5]
Vn-:r Rsns Osraa T.u,xs ON Mrsswe GI’s rr U S WON r Baa U \' Smrrs |

(By Donald Kirh)

W

’\Isw YoaK—Communist Vietnamese di ' ol will.
plomats indicated Tuesd Cwill-

o isntgi;essdto discuss the return of misshig. American prisoners of W arai)f ttllrl:e3 iilnitigl o
ates"does not oppose thie ently of'North and South’ Vietram oy separate fistions™

into the United Nations .

(") Obtain status 1evie\v hearing ﬂles on thos‘ Py -
statuses ‘have been cl D— e Inen listed Aas POW W h"be oo
,_ uas ‘madel vll‘(.'l&llged to Pl.«D What w as the basis upon w hich the change» Lo
-(8)- Obtain: complete “files-on- \IIA cases W herein famili o
e clai i,
been withheld, to include classifiéd intelligence. reports, docum:ritglg:(il L’ggg:&?ﬁ

" North'Vietnamese ‘Ambassador Nguyen Van. Luu held out that hope in his ﬂrst R

press conference at the U.N.

Without admitting that North Vietnam fs holdia o
gAmerican risoner .
- that -his-government wants-“to~ resolve ‘this question thru Idiscurssign'lfla“nzlmi(s'

“awaiting thereaction of the U.8, side.” . . -

Luu and Ambassador Dink.Ba. Thi of South Vietn, T
“ am aidinast t N
they are “not hostile to the U.S. ‘government and are wiﬁing to estaii)lfsilie:}grtrgﬁ N

" " relations with th X \ B
. observer Statusta:t}ljesﬁ ?\;1 the i)asis of the Paiis agreement ! LUu and Thi hold o o

The. statement made. clear, however, that: North and SoutIi Vietnam predicate e "..

their wiilingness to normalize relations in part.on America’ § attitude to entry of -

both governments into:the:U.N. The statement denounced the American strategy - R

" of supporting their applications only. if the anti- Communist South I\orean gov- .l

ernment is admitted to'the U.N, at the same time,

.Late Tuesday, .the Security. Council ‘scheduled - pu -
s a public sessi f 3
, {Y&dlﬁse(lil?ge 1?slh its)o}i‘?e :golr:: i? and. Norlthtiand South Vietnam's ap)pllicgtio?ispflgr '
,, een speculation that if South Ko ’
, no{‘ happtioved the U.8. will veto membership for ‘the two Vire%i:rgg plicatlon " -
| couni?r v\oh Vietnamese ambassadors argued that the U.N. "admits a divided
i Y W, etn ‘they request to-enter the UN.” and cited the case of the two . b
erman  states in 1973. Communist East Germany and West Germany were L

" 'both adinitted that year. . . ,
They said that both haves of such ) country had to agree on separate member

' ship, ‘as have both ‘Vietnams, Since North Kor S
, ea 0 -
bership, ‘then according to. thig logic it could not be ag&cﬁe:dSouth Korea : e

‘Asked when both Vietnams will.reunify undet a single Communist - rule, o o

responded that reunification is “an .aspiration up to the people in' the two zones

'to decide.” He said that Vietnam is:one country but strll is entitled to two U.N. R

“seats as' ‘long - as. there -are’ two governments

~'Vietnamese .diplomats later denied they are holding Ameiican prisoners of =

war, but said they are willing to' permit. Ame o
rican teams to searct N L
" Americans still listed as missing in action provided the U. S complii:els ﬂgitl} %122 :

" Parls agreement. :
~’AVietnaniese’ diplomatic source pointed out that the Paris agreement also

- requires the U. S to provide aid for rebuilding Vietnam

INDOCIIINA Rssovacn CENTER,‘ o
Washmyton, D.C., Octobm 18 1975

Memorandum to Repi esentatives Ottinger Schroeder and Harhin

to\\ ard: Vietnam, But at the same time, it has an opportunity to play the critical R

-~ From: Gareth Porter. - :
Subject The first steps in the Select Committee on MIA’s.

"1, The- Select Committee faces a ver ‘
¥ diiiicult and. delicate tash
~"diplomatic and political conditions created by the administration S pregel:t ;(:)lilelg

m_,"nn_.v-_‘~._ n o




‘j';;v___,A.‘aclxieyingut,his;,()_bje,c,tive,,unlglgg-_'ﬁt;gggggt_ .conditions.

| the political realities from the beginning of its work, To begin with, it must avoid

o ‘any moves which would destroy’its credibility with the Vietnamese authorities,

" ‘whose cooperation- is. clearly necessary for any progress i’ resolving the MIA -
" “question, The Vietnamese already: view the ‘committee with suspicion as a mere
‘extension ‘of the administration’s policy of getting information from Vietnam.on,

| MIA’s without offering anything' in return. They have said privately in'recent

E “days that the name of the committee and its narrowly-defined mandate indicate - -
the same attitude: toward Vietnam as that.of, the executive branch, and that . :
under ‘these circumstances, it would be ‘{mpossible for the DRV or the PRG to @ . -

-recelve conimittee members-as such, although they would. be willing to talk with .- ..
" .individual ‘members of Congress.who liave indicated a friendly attitude. The .. ...~ .
- ‘gerfes of -unilateral ‘U.S. actlons toward Vietnam, beginning with the trade em-. .. """ ‘
.- bargo and including a second pair of vetoes of Vietnamese membership in the = .. .. -
;.w,U_nit‘edl..Natlons:_-.i_n;‘spite:o,.f;:a,,123;(),,,3;‘;),1:;;:_1_:._1_‘,_@c‘Geneml Assembly favoring that . -~ =

- role 1n - resolving not ‘only. the MIA "pi'ol)l'qxh_';,b:_utmt,l‘xe_vyv'hlblé* dlplo‘ma_t'k ldgjilm‘ P
- ‘which s keeping the U.S. and ‘Vietnam from normal relations, Moveover, the . ./ -
" Coinmittee is: now the only body in the U.S. governmern;i:yvhicll‘.i‘s"c'apablel"pf'.‘

niembership—has made the Vietnamese governments increasingly. sénsitive to the

" relationiships between .the committee's work on: MIA’s and- the overall policy of. - SRR

s hostility- pursued by the administration. Any move by the committee which wonld

L reinforce. the view of the committee as tied-up with administration policy would. o
r the committee to play a positive role in the = - .

~.serlonslydninage the chances: fo

- solution of U.S::Vietnam.problems, = - °

%3 On the contrary, the Committee could establish.its good faithi with regard

" o the resolution of outstanding problems between the two countries hy making a - SEARE
" . dramatic gesture to break with administration policy on Vietnam. Although in- . .
‘dications of a desire for normal diplomatic relattons and criticism of the UN -~

o vetoes are a Step in’the Tight: direction, it should be ‘borne in mind" that, ulti-

. mately, the U.&. must accept the principle that both sides have obligations arising . - .- L
- ‘out_of the war and the Paris Agreement. The Vietnamese position, stated explic-" .~ .

“itly on inany occasions, 8 that there cari be'rio progress on the MIA issue unless:
the U.S. récognizes its obligation to implement Article 21 of the Paris Agree-

. ment, which. pledged economic assistance in the rebuilding of North Vietnam, If - - -
" .the Committee is seriously interested in obtaining Vietnamese cooperation on . © .-
' .MIA’s, thergfore, it must publicly recognize this principle of reciprocal obliga- = " ‘

o “'tions. It-cannot afford to remain silent on this issue, since that would be read,

‘rightly, or' wrongly, as confirmation’ ‘of the committee’s support for ‘present . |

" 'administration policy. .

... 4. At present, there are pressures on.the committee from within' Congress as° ..
" well as from outside to deal only with the isolated problem of MIA's, The com- . .
. ‘mittee must respond to these presstres by pointing out.that it must be free to. .~ -
recommend. whatever changes in U.S, policy it feels are necessary to accomplish -~ -

‘ its mission: of obtaining complete information’ on the MIA's even if that means - -
" hreaking wifh existing U.S. diplomatic-policy toward Vietnam, To insist on iso- "

J1ating the MIA problem from the total diplomatle contest, it may be argued, is

'l"“..‘,"_:111e-de1i1£;11(1 for‘-b.ccept‘u‘n‘ce“:o“fv fflérfes' .nsillb.l‘ll.'t as lb.'rt' st ."l einedt.
-t demand for accptal of the sesponsiblty s partof the puowar setloment: .
ch 18 ¢ Co. 7o+ 40 Second, the Ford Administration is riow completely bereft of any leverage on' .
; g g g e gt gl ‘ ey ;L : he-V v : : ‘o : b3 ‘ ylevera Ce
e o b aocesstal. however, the comiiittes mitist Gomne to grips with =~ " =~ foe-the. s letnamese-authorities-in-the-matter-of- MIA’S-*"I.t'-“no"ilongér“‘has’evelgl”the““""*’-i"""““
‘theoretical option-of threatening military force against Vietnam. And by taking - & .
~.-the 'DOSitlQp that it does not favor reconstruction aid to Vietnam under any:
foreseeable circumstances, the administration deprives itself of the on‘e"for'x'n of

leverage that it could exercise if it wished to obtain the cooperation of the Viet- S

those governments,. ‘-~

'~ ‘namese.on the problem of MIA's. Those people who call-upon the U.S; to ¢ S,
-, its leverage on Hanol do' not seem to understand that'inp'orderfto do go’?ﬁeﬁ]ﬁ} R
o be able to threaten to deny something to the Vietnamese which it would not deny
~ if they' comply with U.S. demands. In short, the U.S. cannot have any influence . -

- on the: D.R.V..or P.R.G. while taking a position of complete. isolation toward. . o

.7 8-Third, the administration's argument that the U.S, has no more*obngaﬂohgi Coh
" ‘undey-the agreement because the Vietnamese Communists violated the agreement -
- militarily - would be more persuasive if the Saigon government had made even’a -
3 ,rfninimalmeil‘for,t to implement that agreement, But there is-abundant evidence that .. -
‘Saigon-violated-it-militarily-as-well-as-politically-from-the very beginning—We- -

- are hardly. in a position, therefore, to blame the collapse of the peace | nent L
- on the present governments of Vietnam, - - - p S p ?9.‘*:@{{1'?9111,?..11 ‘t. i
© ©9. Finally, in ‘spite.of statements by the Ford Administration to the effect.. .

. .that the Paris Agreement is irrelevant to the present situation, Secretary

-Kissinger himself-publicly stated in a news conference on-June-19 that the U.8,- - -

\~ would base its decision on diplomati¢ recognition of the governments in Viet- -~ .~

- Nam on their “implementation of the Paris Agreement, especially with res act” . -

*_to. the missing in actlon.” Kissinger has explicitly admitted, therefore, fhatpthe.i o

.. U8, still considers obligations'entered into under that agreement as being valld, - -

' ,..1n§1(1)1d11ng,:9f foulrse,‘iitt;:siown obligations undér Article 21, .~ .. i T

-+ .10, In concluslon, it is vital that the committee come to grips with the problem =~

© ., of its basic direction at an early date and. that it recognize publicly thepcer'itrixl'-‘ o
. 7 principle .of ‘reciprocal obligations arising from-the war. In.this connectlon, I .. . -

* - -have -discussed ‘with Congressman' Ottinger and Congressman:Harkin the pos- - L

" ‘ever, ivould be to lay the groundwork for an-informed .discussion within the -
committee of the basic decision which it must make sometime soon on'its tpo;tfg,? A

" to negate the urgent concern which was responsible for the creation of the com- " ) R

" mittee in the first place; - - .

5. Th addition, thers are several realities which are not understood hy most: -
 members of -Congress, but which bear directly on the problem -of MIA's, and

* which the committee must make clear to the. entire Congress:

8, Plrst, there' is no possibility that the Vietnamese will drop-

e J"gromXGarethPorter;; o T Co
o L -~ :Re: Arguments for a policy. of diplomatic initlative to achieve an agreement - . .
thelr funda- . " ontheMIAproblem, . . . . . . to;achieve an agreement. . - -,
mental deinand for acceptance by the:U.§, of the principle that both sides ,

. ‘have reciprocal oblizations growing out of the war. and-the-agreement. Through- - LN

. out.the war, the' Vietnamese distinguished. sharply in their ‘negotiations with & .
“the U.S. between basic principles, such as the unity.of Vietnam, and: the "~
" .modalites of implementing those principles. On modalities, they ‘were willing
~.". to drop earlier demands in response to changed ¢ircumstances ‘and expectation. " -
But on basie principles, they ‘did not budge at all: during; nearly four.years of .. .
negotiations. The principle that the U.8. has a responsibility to help rebulld: . .
‘Vietnam because of the destruction it caused, represented by Article 21 of the '

" 'Parlg"Agreement, is deeply. engrained in the Vietnamese mind."Although the

.. Vietnamese dre likely to be extremenely flexible ‘on Kow that responsibility is S
‘:ganfied-ou‘t,.in terms of the timing and amount, they-cannot be expected todrop - - =

“{nitiative involving pegotiation of an &

-~ regarding the broader political-diplomatic question.. .~

o INDQOH‘INA;‘_Rﬁsom;oE‘ CENTER, FIKES
- Washington, D.0., October 2%, 1975. . =

‘Menmorandum fo: Congressman Montgomery. ..~

.+ reciprocal obligations of both Vietnamese partiesand the US. . .

*sibility of my making a full presentation of the diplomatic background
. " present ‘rea_lities of the MIA issue,in'sj;ofar,as'Vietnan‘i’esca‘-pollcy ang.‘.tE:qP::lg
~ “Agreement are concerned, elaborating on the above points in'greaterdetail, I
. - have also discussed this-with. Angus MacDonald, who indicated that he would =
.*,"Tavor such a presentation as well. I believe it would be best if such'a presenta-
. tion were done in.public session, so that the information would be available . .
to ‘the press and other members of. Congress as well. The basie purpose, how- -

.. Followlrig are.the main- arguments for a policy of diplomatic initiative by the = .-

- U.8.in regard to outstanding U.S.-Viet Nam problems, including the M‘IA‘.{jrob-‘ L
. .lem, The arguments- deal with the overall policy of making diplomatic.and - -

. other géstures toward better relations with Vief. Nam,. but assume that.an '

: : ti .agreement -on both MIA’s and “postwar -
-+ reconstruction aid is included among the initiatives, . LT

. 1, To refuse to make any diplomatic accommodation with North Viet Nam is: - .,

_ to turn the administration’s back on the families of MIA's. It is-a cruel decep- - -

tion—one which is no longer credible to most. of .these families—to claim that -

" the administration: has done. everything :possible to obtain information on the = .

- MIA in Indochina and to repatriate the remaing of ‘the known-dead, so. long .= - -

. as the administration refuses to explore a diplomatic- agréement based on - -



-2, A diplomatic accommodation ‘19-the only Way the U.S, ‘cdn settle’the MIA .~

probleni. As Secretary Kissinger himself has admitted, there is no longer any
~¥eVe1"‘age.'on».the...Yietnames‘e;eXceptjor;thg'__dgnial of U.S. ald'and other benefits

- “for the: amese to carry out their obligations under Article -
as an incentive. for the Vietnames y a conorete diplomatic pro-

'8(b). Without'the positive incentive, in the form of

‘posal, the denial of U.S. assistance.and other ‘ties dogs not constitute leve:age_,ab' .
gﬁs \}Vet cannot influence Viet Nam while remaining hostile and -isolated from lt;. .
8" The U.S. does not glve up any. significant interest—economic, milltary ox- . oo .
diplomatic—by making such a diplomatic accommodation, Except for & p:ro.gxlain.:: BT
of reconstruction assistance, which could be modest in scope and could be la.r'ge y

inthe form of long-term loans ‘and tc,red,ii?lsi 'f,goib?{'égf;ne%%igﬁggg't' K,sei:f ii: -

v 11y ' 8, “of its interests in- pdn
vistually mo saceifice by the U8, of any of lis interests 1o BOUCR Loy

- the moves outlined here; They would - no
: U,S,‘vpolicy:-tpward’l‘hai,land; ' o

‘ i and diplomatic Interests
4 On the:contrary the U.S. has significant economic and diplomatic interests. ... .
_ a8 normal, reasonably friendly relations with Vietnam. Vietnam is bound to be: v

" an tmprovement in U.8.-Viet ;L\'mu‘:j relations and lead. towaid resnliition ‘a‘fﬁﬁ »
~ . ‘outstandlng : problems in.-U.8.-Viet Nam. relations, including, the: problem of'
MIA's, These moves are arranged in rough. ascending order of significance for =~ -
sl | ) R, . resolving the IuIA prODIem ﬂll.d‘may-_’ be lconside.ted, a‘s‘ apOBSlblesequence Of R
of trade and diplomatic ties, But up to.now, the U8, hias ot offered those tles: - oo . .

_moves.leading.to.that result,.

.+ .1, The removal of restrictions on travel to North Viet.Nam from .U.S. pass. -
" parts, and restrictions on travel fo the U.S. of Vietnamtse oltimae. O P25
+. 2, Annountement that the U.S. will.cooperate in-efforts to work out procedures =~
- for repatriation of indiyiduals to South Viet Nam through-the United Nations - -
.. High Commissioner on Refugees, and will not take any unilateral action in : . ..

regard to refugees wanting repatriation in the future, - . -

3..Announcemen

r"'a".‘m.a-jor~regional—-power~in~Sou.theasbAsiaJn-the-ﬂltmﬁetﬁ‘YEQ,-}Ag%él}glgﬁlﬂﬁﬁnt: e et
sources, O it 4 ‘ ' . lling to explore. . ... .
. offshore ofl deposits ‘which U.S, oil companies are ready and will g to expl ,

. ‘iJn" 'cobi;erﬁtioxi%ith-the governments of North and South Viet Nam'Uwshi'?Qn;ﬁ- woe
U.S. government policy now. prevents, Even more  significant;, “i‘e o Be B
*fmportant- stake:in-establishing’ its -own .positive influence in Viet Nam. A8 It .- -

material resources, both in‘a political and economic sense. There

nds 1o ' itting - in .a " of " ¢or " pon-infinence v

-stands now, the U.S. is putting itself in & position of " complete mon-inftuence "

; '..:E%rrle.sﬂgug by maintaining an’Embassy :and even a small program of«ie\;lg?._

e e 05 el ol 0 A Ty

- Soviets and Chinese, North Vietnamese officials themse.ve: o the tight embrace

: ' - ‘is ow 1 y o clear tendency -

; soclalist-allies; DRV-foreign policy is now marked by a clear tendency - - "0
_(t)g tdl;s,ierfssi(;?y ‘foreign tles in the direction of non-sq,clalis_t; ,cquntrles -and by. a RRSTR

-that they are eager to have such & presence in-order to escap

* positive interest in good relations with the U.8..

- B extent that Viet Nam continues to have ,re}oltltjonnry alms fn oo
Tt?a'i;fx(x’id ﬂ;ﬁch a U.S. presence and ‘economic aid provides the best means for L :

. moderating them, The Nixon Administration’s rationale for postwar recm:é o
struction aid to North Viet Nam—that it would help' moderate Vietnamese

" Communist policles—is far more applicable: now in peacetime ‘than. it was

when the war in ‘'Viet Nam continued to rage. .sulrel,v.ope oi‘f the :lgsspns of
?;;;?gj?t-?gward China was that U.S. efforts to lsolate or “contain’ (?tggiz 1;3;
promoting dnti-Chinese and.anti-communist regime,s.sl.mplyr increas'g ch nf%r,v
.. giipport ‘for revolutionary movements in Southeast Asia, and_--tbgt plospecds or
" ccommodation with the U.S.-and non-Communist states in- the area 1prt(; ucl; ,
. a significant measure of moderation in Chinese policy t ward ‘th.ose‘re\.o‘ utionary

_‘movements. (Thailand is o prime example.) : :

6. In spite of the outcome in Viet Nam, ‘an'd‘ the fact tha‘t*(me of the four

" original parties to the agreement no longer exists, the obligations which were

' ten v ‘governments ¢ 1e U.S. ‘the Paris ¢
rtalen by the .Vietnamese governments‘and the 'U:S.. under " the ST
- ﬁ&'&?ﬁﬁfﬂlﬁ? arZ‘ still binding. The U.8.-has mever formally renounced the agree- ' .. -

- ‘ment’ a8 required to:be released from all of its obligations: On the contrary, -

" Secretary Kissinger has publicly called on' the DRV and PRG. to’ implement

-~ Article’8' (b) ‘on missing in action, since the end of the war, On June 19, 1975,

pre: r gai U8 | iston on diplo- =
_".in a press conference, Kissinger said the_U.S._would'base its, dgc n o 0-
i::a?ig recognition: of 'the -governments in Viet Nam on their _‘i‘mpleime'l},t‘altjfn..q‘ L
" of the Parls Agreement, espécially with respect to the missing in action. 4 ¢ bs e
 ginger thus admitted that -the U.S. still considers the ga:lg\_Ag;egmgnt. 0ber

L"--_Uintllng.:,, R

~ L
'

L ",fnndcniﬁ.& Riasouﬁcﬁ:fc;‘:&m,‘ L S
" ‘Washington; D.C, October 27, 1975.° .. =

" Memorandum to : Congressman Montgomery. - -
From: Gareth Porter. -

- ‘relations and lead to resolution of the MIA Problem.. -

". " "Re Options.for U.S..diplomatic inttiatives which would improve U.S-Viet Nam E

' .

- In. response to- tle request of the committee at Inst week's ‘hegring, T have .: = . .
" 'coxiilpilgdpa 1ist'o£‘m6\'e%~‘.by. the U.S. gpvemlment‘.}\-'h‘i.c.h.. yyquld;copt.ributer to-

- -8,.Communication to-the PRG.and DRVthatthe

" Hon, PHAM VAN DoNg,

.. GARETH PORTER, ...°°

e in action question in response to those.

-, .'8. Announcement that the U.S. would not:veto Vietnamese applications for
* “membership in the United Nations when the issuenext arises, - = "~ = '/ .70 0
. ~..7.Offer of technical assistance in deactivation of unexploded ordnance through- -

out North and South Viet Nam-as part'of an agreement involving search for:
.and repatriation of bodles of MIA's, ... e e

GARETH. PORTER.

S CONQ,RESS OF 'Ti{E",UNI':I‘EDV'STA'I‘EF‘I,"".‘V"

w0 HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, . e
.t 'Washington, D.0., October 10,1975, .~

. Prime Minister, Government of the, Democratic Republic of Vietnam, Hanol,

- Fietnam,

" Dgar Mg PRrve Minister: I and-the other Members of Congress who wrote
~ you on May 22, 1975, requesting an accounting of Americans missing in action” - -
.- a8 an important step towards restoring normal relations between our countries, - = . -
. greatly appreciate your réply of Jume 21, 1975. I apologize for the delay in "~

S responding.

. My initial reaction to your reply: was.one of disappointment at what T inter- . ..
.preted as a rejection ‘of our request, and Iissued a statement to that effect. 1 .
.. have since been persuaded that my reaction was in error, and have so-stated . .

.., ‘publi¢ly.a number of times, including the.enclosed statement to the press, e
" I.was informed recently by the American Friends Service Committee thata = .. "~

" “clarification obtained by Mr, Lou Kubica at the A & H Bomb Conference from ' -

-~ 'Mr,-Xuan Oanh and Mr. Hanh, indicates that your letter was definitely not . -
- intended as & rejection, but as an indication of interest'in' discussing with rep-
.- resentatives ‘of the United States all the outstanding.problems between our
" “countries, including the-outstanding questions concerning Americans still listed ‘
"~ as.missing in-action, s search for. remains of deceased servicemen and related B

~ . matters, without preconditions.

. While.I. had hoped: that some gesture could have been made on the ‘missing . o
of us who had opposed the United States’ -
- intervention in Vietnai; nevertheless' I am -hedrtened . at your expression- of .
~ willingness to discuss these matters in'the context of the entire range of -con- -
lc‘ex_'ns'betWeenourcoﬁntri_eé.‘ S L e L

.. 4. Shifting North and South Viet Nam from the “Z” list of the trade embargo e
" to the “Y" list, thus removing all restrictions on trade with- Viet Nam-except for -
.17, strategie materials, and-thus placirg Viet Nam in the same categories as China =~
-and the Soviet Union, -~ " "~ 0o oo R T
B, Announcement of the U.8. willingness to discuss with representativesof the = ..
DRV and PRG, without preconditions; outstanding problems of U.S.-Viet'Nam =~ = -
rélations,-in-an-effort-to progress-toward-normalization- of-relations—— -t oo

e N e PRG . t the ,-accepts in principle . .
- that both sides have obligations arising from the war and the Paris Agreement, . ¢
‘. ..i° 9, Negotiation of an.agreement in. principle on reciprocal implementation of = .
" remaining obligations under Article 8 (b) and Article 21 of the Paris- Agreement. - . .
- .. 10, Negotiation of a detailed agreement providing for.a schiedule of implemen- =
. tation of Article 8 (b) and Artiele21, . = o oo o T L
%11, Negotiation of an agreement for normalization' of diplomatic- relations. - + -
. [Norz: Although steps 1 through 4 would help provide a. much better atmos--- -
‘phere for-tlie negotiation of a concrete agreement on: MIA's, it should be under- -
. stood that the crucial moves are. steps 5, 8;.9, and 10, These steps could:be. - = ..
* - undertaken concurrently with or even prior to some of the steps.outlined here.]. .

t that all festrictions on private material dsslstance to Viet .~ . . -
i Nam will be lgted, - . e O PRV material assistance to Viet



I have also been, glad to’ learn of the oi’fer made by vour Embassy in Pnris to

. our government on August ninth of your: rendiness. to exhume and repatriate the ~ ¢
| .gg:liges of three American pilots, I hope that we may ‘egin:to build on these steps

G d-the- normalization.of-relations between our_two, countiies.:
to‘giarice our prévious correspondence, there has. heen established in 'the” House
“of Representatives a ten member Select Committee o Missing Persons in South-".

" enst Asia, to which I have been appointed, The “Committee fully ‘realizés the .

Ces lity of -addressin the full range. of. ‘mutual Tumanitarian’ concerns’ in. -
gifﬁ'i-t 13) asc,hieve fts assigned obiecti\e of angw ering to the extent possible tlie
‘remaining unanswered. questions with respect to those-Americans still listed us.-

- missing in’ Southeast Asia (our assignment includes missionaries, jouinaiist‘sl,
.. and any other civilians as well as military), and: repatriating any remains which

" canbe identified. The Committee believes it. shouid nndeistand more. ciearly the Sl

Ly our government onthese problems. ‘
‘ ia‘cigfdyinglyg the Committee would like to send 2 delegatrion at. the eaiiiest pos-

sible time to Paris, Hanoi, Saigon or such other place as you. inight find conveni- :

L . to discuss these matters, in accordance. with the expression of innterest | fn’ .
;Iofirt(l)etter, without preconditions. If you would prefer, Since the Committtees L
-~ ngme-gnd-mission-are- ‘limited to.our concerns about missing. Americar;s, ra ieleg
. than- the-full range - of our mutual humanitarian concerns, a delegation could: o

. come in. thelr’ capacity as individual Members of Congress rather than as ‘Com- L

. ‘mittee representatives. "We .would be pleased if.you would. advise us of yo;rr SR

" ivishes in this regard. I should emphasize that any discuss’ion with such a ge e- o
*."gation of-necessity. 'will have.to be .exploratory. in’ nature, since we do.not have -

" .authority to negotiate on- behalf of cur government, We are ‘anxious to:promote o f 1ork quoting George Brooks,

7. One’ particuiariy inteiesting note was that \lr Thanh’ condemned the Saigon C

‘however, and.. - AT
" official government discussions that can lead to constructive action,- ) e
(I) belaiefe that.the’ missing persons assignment ‘gives us an opportunity to be R

_helpful in this regard.

i tions’ of« IR
3 nfortunate, indeed that the timing of. our pursuit of. these ques SRR
e imlero:i‘rlig relations between our countries must arise against ‘the background of PRI

= “a-gecond veto by our govemment of admission’ of the Provisional Revolutionary

kR Government of South :Vietnam to’ the United Nations. A. number of us contracted . e

" our State Department to try to persuade it to have our UN. delegation abstain or

lso co- .
themselves from that vote, but to no avail, Some of us have a A
gggggoﬁgd Co?igressrnan Jonathan Bingham's. Résolution which: calls' for lifting

the United States embargo on trade ‘and private humanritarian assistance to

' £ any dis- )
‘ We are well aware that these situations, should. be & part o o
L Xéﬁﬁm am;3 feel that the United States must revise its policy to establish nor- S

mal friendly relations between our countries,

“We look forward:.to heaiing from 5ou and to meeting u ith you or vour lepie- s

' sentatives in the near future

. Yery sneStelt o chmnn . OTTINGER:"

Member of C’onm css

\A'rrouar, Lenqun or FAnruEs or A\rpnrom Pnrsovnns AND '\Irssr\m I“I
‘ Soornsnsr Asm o

(Submitted by Mrs inn \Iiils Griﬁlths)
*PARIS- 'rnrr nsronr

l 5 \Ionday, o
v oached the North Vietnamese Embassy at 9 30 a.m. on 1 .
' *Slfmmt é:ip%e vere- ‘asked to wait while Mr. Do Thanh, Tirst-Secretary, was.

' oalled to talk to us.The conversation was in French with Anne ‘Hart, speaking

ivalof LeDue - . -
L ‘e told that they were- .extremely busy preparing for the arr AN
R yYl:!ovi‘;(:ildathat they had to leave momentarily asb we coglg ggdper;tanldlat“;ef t%ssl\ﬁ:l e
S ould. We were asked to come back & L
E _hi%treﬂrtettu‘i‘::etci to. the Pmibassy with M. Germaine{ EdaliOlto ftohr;ngreéitx&?ilcggmhigiy S
o loyee; 88 our interpreter, We were asked in -
o R?rs S;’): %ﬁbr{h and Mr. Fu.(spelling unclear). We were served coffee and Trench.

lligerent; and. -
cigarettes The meeting was very- cordial, not antagonistic. ]o;vb:g ;ge oeived e

) .there were no long party monologues. Mr. Thanh-mentinned

o with special -
- the United States-and recognized each ‘of us in turn b
o “itﬂ:%ggl:irtrignf lo(}nhavinv written a letter to. “Salvatore” Mageari a couple’ of rnonths,; :

i _ago. He also mentioned having received Mrs Virgrinia West recent’iy

BT

There were several inter esting points made by Mr Thanh R ’ 3
. 1. The North Vietnamese consider: all articles of the Paris Peace Accords as
being tled: together~none .considered. sepalately, in. spite of - the fact that we

'. ~..have. been-told .by.our.governnient. that. ‘A1ticies 8(a) and 8(b) are: not tied to )

nny other articles in the Agreements,.- .
.2, Mr. Thanh referred to Article 21-—1econstruction aid—-as an crticle which .
had not been implemented. ‘He. led: into this-with  (1st)’ taking care of the

. Wounded—those wounded by bombs dropped by American pilots, (9nd) aid for . "
: iehuilding hospitals and ‘schools; and (3rd) 1econstruction aid.- e

‘3. The Saigon and -American governments were the ones. aho halted negotia-'..'

" tions,of the: HPIMY and were. the chief obstacle to-renewing talks. Mt Thanh | -

1epented several times that they (U.8.) were the chief obstacle: and would not

- “even discuss the procedures. Heé stated that the Saigon and American governinents
did not *wish” to discuss the’ Article 8(b). He never mentioned 8(a) only 8(b)." " . -
4. Reference was madeé to the- prisoners being held by the South, but Mr, Thanh . -
- was careful to say that those:prisoneis' were South Vietnamese eivillans and. ~. .-~ ¢
. 'I’RG not North Vietnamese ; military as North Vietham has nomen in the South. -’ -
0.’ Mr.. Thanh stated, “The U.S. government does not. always tell the truth” " . ° °
. He. mentioneéd:several- things- such-as.hidden: military-troops—American. military

i

in clvilian clothes seiving as advisors, su_pport of the Saigon government and

U pilots continuing to ﬂy SVN planes.. . -
- '@, Mr.-Thanh ‘made’ frequent reference. to AP articles He: mentioned that' . B
. Dr. Kissinger-had .told us we: should-address our remarks to Denmark, actually - ‘
it was_ Sweden, Apparently he knew about this. from an AP articie out of New

' gov ernment much more than the U8, government There were pictures of Pham

~Van Dong and Ho Chi Minh on the walls of the méeting room.

-We kept' trying to. convince Mr. Thanh: that. it -would be much Detter if we f‘:',

_‘ could return to the U.S. with the words of Mr. Tho indicating the reasons why
o the NVN-would not cooperate:in providing us with information. We told him
“ that our appeal to Congress:would carry -more welghtif- we could tell them wehad .

tailied to Mr. Tho and that he, personally, had given us their reasons: why there -
could be no negotiations. We had to press, and continue asking, for clarification
‘a8 to.what Mr. Thanh meant when he said that the other side had not lived up-."-
to the agreements. It required several comments, including the fact that we
.(Americans) only know what our newspapers_ tell us, and that we -wanted to hear.

+-, from them- (NVN) their side of the ltory so that perhaps we couid help in ) -
.47 some way.. o U
ot Mry Thanh closed his comments with mention of the 200 000 prisoners in8VN-
. :prisons, the prisoners in . tiger ‘cages, etc.”He indicated’ that he ‘would ‘try -to .
. cnl(lni(ils t(; ilet us know one way or the other it Mr. Tho Would meet with us—this i
jhe notdo. .-

"The following day, contacts Were niade. With members of the. press There was ..

: ' very little interest shown by the French or American press in even attending -
"' the piess conference scheduled for Mr. Tho. Most of the media were not repre- =
. sented at the press-conference; and there was little mention in the papeis other R

* than in the French Communist Party paper, L' Humanite, .- :

On the day-of the press conference, Wednesday, November 27 , we \\ ent l)nck to- '

9 the NVN Embassy to ask ggain. for the meeting with Mr, Tho We ‘were told he = - e

was too- busy. We stood outside of the Embassy, for two.or three hours' which -

- caused them a great .deal of discomfort. We left there to go to the Communist: b
- -Party. headquarters where the press conference was to be held. We did gain .~ .
. :entrance to-the building and waited for a -man to give a message to- Mr.Tho. He: 7 = '

~.came back and told us that he would dellver the ‘message that we rvanted 10 meet -
© . with-him. The building  was unbelievable as far as security ‘with a maze-lilic
", entrance-limited to one person entering at. a time. The press conference was in
L ‘process while we were there.

After the press conference, Mr Peter Kalisher (CBS) was cailed for the- out-

e .'come, He. commented that he had brought up the question of the POWSs. Mr. Tho's . o 'f-' -

response was that. following the ‘American troop withdrawal; they (NVN) re-

" turned the POWs and the remains of the dead. Tho also. commented that thig

. "tvas the only article of the Accords which had been implemented. Then Mr, Tho - ...
. "said that Nixon and Ford owe a debt to North  Vietnam which has not been .
o paid He. stated: that he will continue to ask every U 8. Piesident to honor that o

e ) .



" debt, Mr, Kallsher's opinion s that NVN 15 not going to give up SVN—that they
- will ‘push for two objectives—unification of ‘all Vietnam -and reconstruction of

.. North Vietnam. Mr. Tho gpecifically ‘mentioned  (probably in response t0 & ques- . -
' _tlon).that he has no plans to meet with Dr. Kissinger and that he had not met . L

with ‘the Am‘erlcnn‘representiit‘i’ii‘éé“',i’ﬁiParlS"tO‘see*him-,-2-re‘ferring‘-towl\lrs.:»A’nne:.~ R LR

© Hart, Mr. 8al Mascarl, L
. additfontome. e I
/" The cooperation of the State Department was tremendous as far as preferen- " .° . T
'tinl treatment in obtaining &-passport, reservations at the hotel in.Parfsand - . . - o
_imaking arrangements ‘to-have an- American. Embassy employee. meet us. at:the . o T
. airport. Mr, Harry Sizer, Economic Aid Negotiations Staff in Paris, was assigned .. "
*' i to keep track of us. He was courtéous but offered little or no-actual information - -
. of any real help. We asked bim to obtain specific information which he finally. -
“managed to some degree but not until we had already obtained it ourselves. For ...~/
instance when questioned as to ‘when, where, ete, Le Duc Tho's press confereénce . - |
+ would take place, he didn't know and would have. to find out. We later learned .
.- 'that the press release hiad gone out on November 21 to all the media, We received - .
. . the'information from Mr. Sizer on November 26, - . . .o Sl
.. Ve were invited to meet with the American Ambassador to France, the Homor-- =~ - =0 To L een o
~ able Kenneth' Rush, on 'J.‘ues"dﬁ?’,’”jN’(ﬁr‘éﬁib’ér“-[26:fWé*'d1‘d~meetvwith;fhim,-~but-he._.u...:.r_f.A.,,_...,?_-..;..,.,..,'.:.H-,_.A.;.;_ e
- offered no. additional: information. Actually he. wanted to obtain from* us what . . .7 I
-, | we had done and intended to do. " We met approximately %-hour:and as. politely - - e
" 'as possible made it quite clear that we did not appreciate the lack of cooperation’ = .
' '"z1n,jp1_°_oy1,d_i_ng;{the-i;ifﬁormﬁtiOn.'requested;-', (We found it difficult to believe that - -~ .. ‘ L
~the American‘E'rﬁb;i’s’s’jy“"did‘*not‘knowTwhere'Le-~Duc Tho-was staying,ete. Later. . . 0.0 0 C
}“We‘:also‘l'eamed‘that an Bmbassy employee had attended the press conference, - - T
"' yet we were not allowed to furnish questions orto discuss the outcome with him).

eague Board' Members,. and: Mr. Steve Frank, VIVA, in-

' .M. Rush assured.us that i he knew the information he would either tellus or - " .7 .
" state that he was not'at liberty to disclose it: I-feel that the staff at the Amerl- ~ = - DT
~ " 'can Embassy did not expect us to know the political situation orto have as mueh <o L i PR I
.- knowledge of the issues involved especially regarding trade, negotiations, efforts’ - e e e e e el
" our government had expended and the lack of resultsjete. - .- o ' ) ' b '

ing - information on our men or in complying. with:the Paris Peace Accords

~when they have tibsolutely nothing to giin from such compliance. They feel that -

.. there'is no reason Why they-should negotiate when-the Saigon.and American
eovernments are not-abiding by the Agreements themselves. Until NVN and/or =

" TU.8. policy.changes to allow something .other than-a face to face standoff, we '

"1 feel that we can scarcely expect the N-_VN-gov‘ernment‘tb{éboﬁem‘.t'é'fin-Zpr‘bﬁ‘d- B N L e Tl ot
' “men. ' 1 the Par S e DIOGRAPHICALY Dara or Wrrnessss™ - ;- -

| _cannot realistically expect them to be cooperative ivith t_hg primary ".force‘prg-"

"venting‘thgm from‘fult.illllng',their db;léc‘tive‘,s‘.z,‘ o



SO oo o7 MR GEORGE L BROOKS

| : M George L. Brooks Is Vice-Chairnian and Chairman of. the Leglslative ‘("J'.cv),m“-v3
L S T T O S e A A L ... .. mittee of the Board of Directors of the National League of Families of American = -
. EEER I e TR ‘ R ;;“j”*“‘"P.risoners*and*Missing:in~sout_heast*AsiafHe»is~Supervlsor--of~Engineeplng7serv-~~‘,.—‘-;3-.3«»-~

1ices Consolidated School District in Newburgh, New York..- .~ -

... M. Brooks' son, U, Navy Lieutenant Nicholas G. Brooks, Vhaslﬂbeenrml_ssiug' e
. inaction in Laos since January 2, 1970 R L il :

Mz, Brooks has been active in League Affairs since its orgarilzation in 1970, He N

. -'Iéas fei'\'ed'ﬁve consecitive years on the Board of Directors, the last three as Vice-

CChademan, © - DT S T
. “Mr. Brooks served with the U:S. Navy during 1938-46 and is a ‘member of the

¢ Ainerican- Leglon and Disabled American Veterans, Mr, Brooks home is in New

- York....

oy

.. w.. . EABL P. HOPPER;SR. . .
~ " Qolonel Eaxl P. Hopper, Sr., U.S: Army Retired, is Executive Director.of the -
- National Léague of Families of American Prisoners and Missing in- Southeast -

-Asla. He retired from the Army in November 1969 after Serving 29%: years and™

*. . participating in-three wars as an Infantry officer. His military service also in- .

. ‘cluded several yéars in Army Intelligence between 1952.and 1969, -

. Colonel Hopper's: oldest.son, U.S. Air Force Captain Earl P, H()p‘per,'i Jr,haq I

" been missing in action'in North Vietnam since January 10, 1968, -

X From Jandary 1970 to July 1075, Colonel Hopper was'active.in POW/MIA ER—

" activities in Arizona where he was a member of the Arizona Families of Migsing. ... .. |~

" {n.Action, He was ‘Staté. Coordinator for the Arizona: families fromi March 1873 -

e dame 1976, L T e L T

‘ , + " Colonel Hopper has been active in League affairs since its organization in
e T e e e e e e ' 1970, He was 2 member of the Board of Directors for. the Natlonal League of:
S T U S S U ... Families fx:‘mnJune‘,1973‘tq';[‘uly,1975,'prlo‘rtoassumption‘,ofdutlesas‘Executive‘ ;
R ' o O R “Director for the League in August 1976, = . ... o0 T T

" Colonel Hopper is a nativé of'Arizona where he now makes hig-home, =

o

T GRADY MANGHAM, JR. .

" Rev; T. Grady Mangham, Jr. has been involved with the Southeast Asli scene ¢

" gince 1947, when he and Mrs, Mangham. ent to Viet Nam, then known as Indo-

- .. China. Twenty years of residence there have been followed by seven yedrs in the

.. ‘administrative responsibilities of his present ministry' as ‘Area. Secretary for
Southeast Asia, Indla and the Middle East. R

" -Mr, Mangham has a personal acquaintance with the church leaders in the '

. . Khmer Republic: (Cambodia), Laos, Thailand, Viet Nam and India as well - a8
" The O&MA - missionaries serving in those countries. Frequent visits to these areas

. keep him.well informed of progress in the work, problems which.are encountered, -

” ‘and prospects for -further development. His viewpoint of the Middle East situa-.. =

- tion has been developed through his involvement with the'ministries of Alllance -

| * " migsionaries and national pastors:in Lebanon, Jordan; and: Syria, as well as. - .

Israel, & -

e ple in the central mountain area as well as among the Vietnamese on the coastal :
- guagesin order to carry on their work, For several years Mr. Mangham served as - .

" chairman for the extensive mission work of the Alliance there, . - ~.... * o
© .~ The family now make their home at Nyack, New York. ©

S R eMBUR MITLS.

" Mr. B. C, “Bug” Mills is tiie. Chairman of the Bosrd of Directors of the: Na- -

St M 'Millg is a retired school administrator having spent 32 years as ah educator..
- .7+ Heretiredin June 1874 - - T BRI

While-in Viet Nam, Mr, and Mrs. Mangham served both among the tribes peo-

" plains'and in Saigon. They acquired a working knowledge of four different lan- L

- . tional League of Families of American Prisoners and Missing in Southeast Asia. ', o



‘ Mi \Iiiis son, U S \'avy Lt. Commander James _B Mills, has been missing in. e

‘ action In'North Vietnam since September 21, 1966,

'~ Mr; Mills has taken: an active part in, the Natlonal League of Families activi-
. ties since 1t was organized in 1970, He has served as Western Regional Coordi- =~ -

' Otheis Graduate “ith High Honors University of Fimida 11961, B “ o
, ) ) eta .
. Slgwa, Honorary Fraternity, 1960. Pi Sigma Phi, Honorary Fraternity('?,'a:lilz;(lil(;l o

©- & ".-Phi Kappa Phi, Honorary Fiaternity 1961 D o
e Civilian Sore ice Medal 19‘3 ! Y, epartment of Defense Distinguished_,_

nator, Board \Iember and Executive Director for’the League for one year i

B 1974—-75
o .since 1946,

DA\IIEL GARDTH PORTL‘R

: , Address 235 Emerson Street W Washington. D. C
" Birth Date Jine 18, 1942.. - .

" Place of Birth: Independence, Kansas

| Present Position: Director, Indochina’ Resouice Center, Washington D C

. - Education: Manchester College, 196063 ; “University- of Illinols, 1963-64; B, A R
! political science, 1964; University of Chicago, 1965-66 ; M.A, international 1'ela-‘ )
e tions, 19686 ;-Cornell University, 1968-75; Ph, D. e\pected ‘January 1976,

~Fellowships - NDEA Title V1 Fellowships for study of Vietnamese 1anguage,4‘:"?"?:*:'-"5"‘“""‘-'"‘"'-""“

Originally from Oklahoma, \Ir Mills has lived in Bakersﬁeld Califomia RO

I‘RA\'I\ A SIEVDRTS

. Presently Special Assistant for Prisoner of War and Missing in Action '\iatters :

o and Deputy Coordinator for Humanitarian Affairs, Department of State,

1969 Humanities-Soclal Sciences Fellowship, Cotnell U, 1968-70 London-Cornell - ... "

S I‘ellowshlp for field research in Vietnam, 1970-71,

" ... Teaching Experience : University of Akron, Ahron, Ohio, 1966—6‘ 3 l\Ianchestert‘;: e
o Coilege, North Manchester, Indiana, 1987-68; Graduate Teaching Assistaut to» R

'““Prof ‘George McT, Kahin “U.S: and Asia™ course, 1909-70.

-Other Employment : Research Assoclate, International Relations of Bast.Asia, LU0

Cornell University, 1972-74. Correspondent and.Bureau ‘Chief, Saigon, for Dis- *. e T
" patch News Service’ International 1971 Research Aide to Senator Gaylord N el- R

~son_(D.-Wise.), 106485, -

. Travel: 10- week trip to Germany, Italy, Spain Portugal Morocco, Aigeria and
- “Tunista, Summer, 1967; South Vietnam, summer 1908 and all of 1971 ; North Viet-. .. A
“nam, Deceniber 1974—January 1975 (18 ddys).; Iﬂdlar Nepai Thailand !lll(l La()S,"w B

- --19"0 Cambodia, Taiwan and Philippines, 1971
Field Research ; Ph,D. research in South Vietnam, 1971

.. " Ph.D, dissertation: “The American Presence .and Social Stmctuie in South B
L .\ietnam,” George McT..Kahin, -dissertation adviser, .to be completed June 1975, , -
- Publications : “Globalism: The Ideology: of Total World Involvement.” in The’
s Vzetnam Reader (Raskin and Fall, etc.), New York: Random House, 1965. “Crisis - - -
< of Legitimacy,” in Why Are We Still in_ Vietnam? (Ackland and Brown, cds) T
- New York: Random House, 1970 “After Geneva: Subverting Laotlan Neutrality,” . -
', in Laos War and Revolution (Adams and McCoy, eds.) Boston:: Harper and Row; .
1971, “Revolution Stritegy and the Paris Agreement, " in Communism i Indo-
¢ china: New Perspectives (Joseph Zasloff, ed.) Lexington Books, 1975. The Myth . -
. 'of the -Bloodbath: North Vietnam's Land Reform Rcconstdered, ‘International -
" Relations ‘of East Asia Project, Cornell University, September 1972; 4 Peace . :
~.:-Dended: The U.8., Vietnam, and the Paris Agreement Bloomington, Inciiana In-o
“diana,. University Press, 1975, Articles: published in Commonweal, The Nation, - -

~for East Asian and Pacific Affairs from 1970

* . Chief of Mission with the personal rank of Minister.in both: th P .
- 70).and Thafland (1964-66): ¢ Phllippines (1966~ -

.- -1066-T5: Special| Assistant to Under Secretary of State Elliot L. ‘Richa: dson ©
» angttﬁ)eAmlbgass’aﬁ%or laIt Large W. Aveirell Harriman for. POW/MIA Matters. - . son e
o r; 195 ews -correspondent; TIME Ma azine ‘Lon S
. ton, 1061-62: Legisintive Assistant, U.9. Senate, o 0 4nd Washing: -

.. Education: Swarthmore: College B.A, (High Honors 19 5 0 erslty.
BPhil, 1957 (Rhoies Scholar). - Ay (e )20 Xfé#d Um‘emty’,i.; o

Mairied, two children Residence in Washington, D 0

James \I Wilson, Jr who was recently named as Coordinator for Humani-

. tarlan Affairs in the Oiﬂce of 'the Deputy Secretary of State, 18 a career foreign . -
"-gervice officer with long experience both-in Washington and overseas, - ‘?l gn R

.He.was.most. recently on-special-White -House- assignment-ag- United- States-:"- e
- Deputy Represehtatlve for the. Mictonesian Status Negotiations, These. negotia- -

- " tions resulted earlier this year in the signature of a' Covenant. o
by the people of the Marianas and ‘the Yook At approved. .

- 'ment of a Conimonwealth of ‘the Northern Ma i o
- with the United States, riana Islands in Dolitical union ..

Prior; to. that: assignment Mr Wilson was Deputy Assistant’ Secretary of State | f-l
t0 1972, He served earlier as Deputy -

U.8. Congress, will result in the establish-

" From 1961 fo 1964 Mr, Wilson was in Spain where he was Counselor of Em-

' ‘bassy for Economic Affairs and head of the U.S. economic assistance missfon, =
. Prior thereto he was in Washington in the office of the Under Secretary of State .
48 Assistant_ _Coordinator of -the worldwide foreign assistance program from ‘

" 1058-1061.

" Christian Century, The New Republic, The Propressive, The Washmyton Post, .

Current History, Worldview, Ramparta Le Monde Diplomatique and Bulletin o,f :

K C'oncemcd Asicm Scholars C

DR ROGER E SHIELDS

. Present position Deputy Assistant Secietary. of Defense (International Eco-‘,, SRR
‘ nomic Affdirs);" Oﬂice of the Assistant Secretary of Defense (Intelnationalf'. T '

| ,Secnrity Affairs)., .
Born : November 8, 1939 at Salt Lake Citv, Utah

" ~Schools: University of I‘101ida, 1961 B. S 1965 M A University of Viivinia,
>-1969 PhD. . S
. Career highlights 1968 Interim Assistant Professor of Economics, Universitv' o
© of Virginia; 1068-70 Assistant Professor of Finance, University, of Texas at
" Austin, 1970-71' Economist, Professional Staff, 'I‘EMPO General Electric, Center -
at Advanced- Studies. 1971—73 Assistant to the Assjstant Sec1eta1v of Defense: - SR
o (International Security Affairs) for Prisoner of War/Missing in Action and-Eeo- - - 1
‘nomic -Affairs, 1973— Deputy Asaistant Secretaly of Defense (International.f

B 'Fconomic Affairs)

. "Heis a lawyer by training, graduating from Harvard Law School in 1948 - .
. “and has degrees from the Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, the Geneva B
"'Schooi of International Studies'and Swarthmore College, -

.- (For further information more can be found in thé L
.Who in America ) - . | e current edition of Who s .



	Cover page
	Members of the Select Committee on Missing Persons in Southeast Asia
	Contents
	Tuesday, September 23, 1975
	Tuesday, September 30, 1975
	Thursday, October 9, 1975
	Thursday, October 23, 1975

	Statements
	Appendix
	Material Received for the Record
	Biographical Data of Witnesses




